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FROMINENT Egyptian

;ﬂ;ﬁnﬂStDrAhmeng-
will be presemed
mdayvmhongoflhe
most prestigions awards
in the feld of science,

logy in the use
of laser light in de-
iecting  chemical -re-
previons
vlmsrec:plunsof
the award include Ein-
stein and Madam Curie,

Visits count

TRAQI Foreign Minister
Mohamed Al-Sahaf yes-
tlerday criticised the Se-
curity Council's renewal
of sanctions, in force

of the UN Specxal Com-
mission. {see p, 4)

Jubilee strip

ly clothed, but the di-
rector refased.
The Jubilee C!nmes -

...andit'so
'In a textbook launch from equatorial French
" Guiana before dawn yesterday, an Ariane .

interview with

the cracks 11

Fayza Hassan: -
Reversing the tid: '
. - 1

-rocket lifted Egypt's first satellite into orbit

these channels, viewers will need de-
eodwsmdhavempaysnbscnpuon

“The Jannch of Nilesat is a cultural
step forward that marks Egypt's entry
into the 21st century with great con-
fidence in ity media ities,” El-
Sherif said. “It also marks 's entry
indo the age of space a3 a pi-
oneer staie that seeks to affirm jts Arab
identity.” )
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The satelhtc was built by France's
MmMm:omSpwe,qmvmmof

Britain's General Electnc and France's  a
Gronpe. It is designed 1o op- -

uucmspmeforlﬁyurs.

- Nilesar officials said the cost of the
satellits, laxich and insurance came to a
tote! of $158 million.

Five minutes Later, theAmne:ockm

released BSAT-1b, a 2,650-pound (1.2
ton) direct 1elevision broadeast satellie
for Tokyo-based Broadcasting Sarellite
System Corp. Company . officials de-
chnedtodlscbsethecosloﬁhmms-

sion. Specialists estimated the cost of
the sn:elht: lavnch and msuramce at
over $130 million.

AzmiBishara S |' o " sortiern edge of Sonth need to buy a decoder to watch  BSAT-1b, a Hughes 376 series sat-
at 7.53pm Tuesday local time (01.53 the Arab stations. ellite, was built by Los Angeles-based
. ‘Wednesday Cairo time). About 23 channels will be Huoghes Space & Commumications, a
Eqbal Ahmad: The rocket punched through a layer of  including the . Group (ART). General Motors unit, and is designed to
Falling through ~ low-gltitnde "clonds bt reappeared sec-  Showtime, the second satellite  operate for 12 years.
onds larer and wag visible from the channe] and Lebayon's LBCplus, For The BSAT-Ib is the 12th Japanese sat-
uzes.

ellite launched by Ariane, allowing the
company B-SAT 10 broaden its TV re-
lay services in Japan.
"BSAT-lb will be an in-orbit spamo
and provide backup 10 more than 1
million bouseholds that receive direct
TV broadcasts from the BSAT system,”
Armmro Rosales, Huﬁ:s semior vice-
president said. Tuesday's mission was
the fonrth of 12 planned Ariane rocket
lennches for 1998, It was the 36th con-
secotive successful launch of an Ariane-

Dead-end
London?

Prospects for a London breakthrough in the peace process appear
bleak following the Cairo meeting between Mubarak and Netanyahu

Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
appears determined 10 worm 2 deaf ear 10 warn-
mgsabom:hegm\econsazumceso{h:s pol-
icies. And despite several rounds of meetings,
the curremt dipiomacy of US envoys Dennis
Ross and Martin Indvk are bearing po more
fruit than their earlier endeavours.

A government siatement said President Hos-
n:!ﬂul:m'akmged\aan}ahum “deal positive-
Iy" with the American mitiative “which repre-
semis the minimum required for reviving the
peace pracess.” The statement was issued fol-
lowing Tuesday’s breakfast meeting betwe=n
Muobarak and Netanyaho durmg the [aer's
brief visit to Cairo.

But Netanyahu, upon his return to Jerusalem,
displayed even greater intrapsigence, de-
claring he would face imemanonal condemna-
tion rather thum risk lsyael’s security.

The US wants Israel 1o withdraw from 13.1
per cent of West Bank lood in 2 further hamd-
over of temitory under inferim peace deals
with the Palestimians. Isyael, citing security
concerns, s insisting on nine per cent.

Rnsswsnedlsmelsndlndyk visiled Israel
and Egypt ostensibly to lay the proundwork
for US Secretary of State Madeleine Alb-
right’s separate mectings in London pext Mon-
day with Netanyahu and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafar.

Buwt analysts are convinced that these meet-
ings will be dead before they are born unless
the Arpericans can convince Nezanyahu to ac-
cepe their initialive.

Arafat, who is expected 1o visit Cairo on Sat-
updiay for consuliations with Mubarak ahead of
the London meetings, said publicly for the first
time yesterday that he had accepted the Amer-
Epuposalandwuﬂdnotacoeptanyming
o{mnbrmcagemmnmcﬁmmm

redeployment were to be
per cemt of the West Bank. Then, it was Jow-
ered to 30 per cent, then io }3 per cent,” Arafat
said at a mews conference m Gaza with For-
vign Minister Amr Monssa.

“We have accepted this. working from a pos-
itive position. We don’t want 1o leave any
chance for Nﬂanyalm 10 escape imple-
mentation,” he said.

Most apalysts are aware that the bartering
over percentages is shadow-play. The Pal-
estinians have accepied the American proposal
on the condition that there will be a third re-
deployment “not Iater than mid-1998", as
guaranteed by then US Secretary of State War-
ren Chnswphcr in the 1997 Hebron agree-

"I‘hea:rymgmno!‘theﬂmd
is the central feahme of the s:gmds
ments,” Palestinian Legislative Council
er Ahmed Qrei told the Israeli newq;’.;l;r

perale

Israel’s National
Sharon announced that Jsras} should only im-
pl:mmasecondmdcp!oymcnufﬂseUSpm-
vides a “written guaran
be scrapped. Mon:subd; Netanyabu bas in-
timated thal a “more generous” second re-
deployment could be forthcoming if the US

Magriv on Tuesday. ~And anyone who intends
toovenmitshould know he is violating the

agrecments.
It is a violation the Israsli government des-

ly wants the US o approve, Last week
i Infrastroctare Minister Ariel

tee” that the third will

Amfaltoaeoepthxsnsnon;hm:he

lhnﬂmdeploynrm be “collapsed™ into the fi-
nal status pegotiarions. The US, at the mo-
ment, appears unwilling o exen this

Maariv speculated
might call off the London meetings if Ross
failed to pamow the gap between the Pal-
estinian and Israeli positions. But David Bar-
Illan. Netanyahu's senior adviser, said that he
had not heard that the London meelings were

Pressure.
y that the US

diplomats are convinced that the

Lnndonwgksmdnomed!nfailmunless&:
US manages to persuade Netanyahu to accept
its initiative. “] have no evidence 10 conclude
that the London talks will deliver. Rather, the
opposite,” said a senjor Egyptian diplomat.

to Foreign Minister Moussa, the

According
“Palestinians have given a positive reply to the
UWS' !&ssmlh(:mdm.bmme will

peace process
not move forward unless the Israclj side also
provides a positive reply.”

Informed sources said that while Mubarak,
at Tuesday's meeting, sincerely tried 10 im-
press on Netanyahu the necessity of moving
ahead, the Israeli
ing to sell Egypt his plan for conditional with-
drawal from southern Lebanon — a plan al-

could suggest to them lo

minister was busy try-

by Lebanon and Syzia.

ready rejected

“Tt should be made clear that Egypt will not
support any proposal that aims to break the
untﬁedmmeoflcbanonand?yna.w:ﬂmgﬁr
adopied by both countries,” Moussa said.

officials are coming 1o the conclo-

sion that Netanyahn is not comcerned with

peace-making. “He appears (© be negotiating

for negotiations” sake,” a source said.
According to informed sources Arafar, in

preparations for the London talks, has

making

brokered a deal with Sheikh Ahmed Yassin,
who was on a visit to the Gulf, that Hamas
would halt all “activities™ against Israel, to
give the meeting a full chance. But, wamed
one source, it is not possible for Arafat to go
on excloding Hamas for long.

Graham Usher in Jerusalem,
Dina Exzat and Nevine Khalil

in Cairo; wire dispaiches
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A slow start
in Khartoum

The first round of negotiations on
the retum of confiscated Egyptian
property in Sudan was friendly but
fough. Dina Ezzat taps Foreign
Ministry sources

Egypt will “soon™ regain some of its properties in
Sudan that were confiscated by the Kharoum
government 2 few years ago. "It should st in
May.” said one Egyptian official.

Although not all confiscated properties would
have been remined by the end of next year, of-
ficials say they believe the first round was a de-
cent beginning that should be followed by more
constructive steps.

“Relations between the mvo countries are cru-
cial for both sides: anything could be talked about
and solved.” said a senior official.

Back from a 10-day wip o Kbartoum. Fouad
Youssef, head of the Sudap department at the
Foreign Ministry, said his delegation was given
“a vefy courfeous reception by the Sudamese
brothers. be they officials or ordinary citizens.

There is a real understanding thar close relations -

between both countries will alwavs have o be
maintained.”

The 16-member delegation. representing the
ministries of education and orrigation as well as
others that have had their property confiscated.
arrived in Khartoum on 16 April and returned to
Cairo last Moaday. The delegation’s mission was
to work out a schedule for the implementation of
a decree issued by Sudapese President Omar Al-
Bashir on 13 March to restore 1o Cairo all its con-
fiscated properties as a sign of goodwill and read-
iness to revive relaons that had soured berween
the two Nile Vallev states over mutsal allegations
of interference in internal affairs.

Sources told Al-Ahram Weeklv that the Egvp-
tian delegation arrived in Khartoum realising that
a full and final schedule would not be completed
by the end of the visit. Asked if he thought the
negotiations were successful or problematic. one
source said: “I don’r think we need to necessarily
vse either word: we should not be saying the ne-
gotiations succeeded or failed. They were nego-
tations and they were meant 1o be this way.”

According o another source. there were times
when things appeared to be quite tovgh. yet it did
not produce a sense of antagonism berween the
two sides. ~1 think that what we managed to do
was quite compatible with the expectations we
had.” said one source. He explained that before the
delegation’s amrival, Egypt submitted 2 Jong list of
the confiscated properties. ~After giving the Khar-
OUm government ime o make its own sunvey, we
went 0 Khartoum to find out whether they ap-
proved of our list. We never said that we are going
to finalise evervthing. We know that there will be
at least o more rounds of negotiations.™

No Jate has been set for the next round, bus it is
likely to be held immediately before or after the
first phase that will see the rerum of property. All
negotiations will take place in Khartoum.

Some Cairo-based Sudanese sources appearcd
1o share the Egyptan assessment. They suggested
that the 10 days of pegodations in Khartoum
were “okay for a start™ but added that much more

work needed 10 be done. They also cautioned that -

expectations on either side will have 1o be tail-
ored within reasonable frameworks in order to fa-
cilitate the process.

A press commumique was issued by the Su-
danese department’s chairman ar the Foreign
Ministty on Tuesday to —clear up all mis-
understandings about the true nature and results
of our mission.” According to the communique,
the first round of negotiations “ended by es-
tablishing a level of common understanding on
the number of the confiscared properiies and the
way in which implementing the political decision
that was taken o restore them was takes. The two
sides will continue-a close rapport to agree on the
start of implementation and the hand-over [of
these properties] to allow the Egyptian in-
stitetions to resume their noble role and message
for the best interest of both peoples.”

The properties in question include buildings
and rest-houses owned by the Egyptian ministries
of irrigation and defence, in addition to schools
belonging to the Egyptian educational mission in
Khartoum and elsewhere in Sudan. Of particular
i is the Khartoum branch of Cairo Uni-
versity, re-named the University of the Two Niles
upon 1ts confiscation. Egyptian officials say that
it is pot just 2 fairly big complex of bnildings but
an important symbol of Egypt’s dedicated educa-
tiona] and cuoltural presence in Sudan. Khartoum
hopes that it will be given a grace period of a few
years on this particolar instimion, but Egypt ap-
pears to give it priority.

Soun:&gslou b%nt: sides affirm that despite the
difference of opinions on some matlers, there is
sufficient political will on both sides to make
things work. They also say that both sides wish to
keep their differences under wraps to make sure
that sepsitivities do pot resurface.

According to one official: “The main source of

i nt was the fi.l;lzf Sndan'rils;g\lr:hebnée;t
in supporting Egyptian militapts. is being
smtedout.%vm-ythingshouldbelakencareof‘
eventoally.™

R
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Earlier in the week, M

After five months of preparations, the Cairo Peace Movement
(CPM). a nop-governmepsal orgapisation, was launched for-
mally at a press conference last week, with its foomders pledg-
ing that it would work to promote stability in the entire Mid-
dle East and not coafine itself to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The CPM was founded by the nine Egyptian signatories to
the Copenbagen Declaration as weil as 21 other leading in-
tellectuals. academics and businessmen. It will serve as “a for-
um for enlightened thought™ its foonders said. The CFM,
which- describes itself as “an academic and research cente”,
advocates a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East,
especially the creation of a Palestinian state with Jerusalem as
its capital, full withdrawal from the Golan Heights and south-
emn Lebanon and unconditional implementation of all UN res-
olutions.

The CPM aims to carry out research, hold seminars in order
to “disseminate a culture of peace with the aim of achieving
comprehensive development™, exchange visits with similar so-
cieties and establish a specialised lLibrary. Funding for the
movement will come mainly from Egyptian donations and a
membership fee of LE10 per year. It is yet poclear whether
the government will subsidise the movement, as is the prac-
tice with some other licensed nop-governmental organisations.
Foreign donztiops are also acceptable, but have to be cleared
by the Ministry of Social Affairs. A budget of as much as
LEI million is anticipated within a few months, and it is ex-
pected membership will rise to as many as 300 scon.

The CPM took only five months to come into existence — a
relatively short ime for any non-governmental isation to
receive a licence from the Ministry of Social Affairs. Found-
ing members debated at length whether CPM would be in-
dependent of Copenhagen, or the Egyptian chapter of Co-

POSITION WANTED

KOKAB MOHAMED,
TEL: 2473049 AFTER 1 PM

FOR RENT

VACANCIES

GRADUATES; LANGUAGE
FATHY 3512642-5844756

SERVICES
SPECIAL MEALS AT YOUR

5971975

- CLASS ADS

COOK AND BABYSITTER. 18 YEARS
EXPERIENCE FOR FOREIGN FAMILIES.

WELL-FURNISHED APARTMENT, 3
BEDROOMS, FINE RECEPTION AND
TELEPHONE, BEHIND WIMPY °
MOHANDESSIN. TEL:5240173-5240541

ENGLISH TEACHERS WANTED AT
[ B.I. NATIVE SPEAKERS OR AUC
CONSULTANT. CALL MR MUSTAFA

FINGERTIPS. CALL ALEXANDRIA:

upon after weeks of intensive bickering.
Azza Kamel, a
rival faction and later restored by his own

tional Democratic Party.”

Rashid Ahmed.

ubarak met with Prime Miaister Kamal El-Ganzouri, Foreign Min-
ister Amr Moussa and chief political presidential adviser Osama El-Baz; and attended cel
ebrations with Mrs Mubarak oa the anniversary of the Liberation of Sinal -

Cairo’s answer
to ‘Peace Now.

{(1-r) President
B gistant

e

HMheldTnesday A
Semmr;MuﬁnmdyhmdaddegaﬁondmeUSCmmﬂo{Fomiganhnddbyﬂqum

with Ysraeli PM Binyamin Netanyahu, then with US As-

The Egyptian signatories of the
controversial Copenhagen Declaration
launched a local NGO called the Cairo
Peace Movement. Nevine Khalil
looks at their ambitious agenda

penhagen, finally deciding that it will serve as the think tank for
the Egyptian chapter of Copenhagen. but will not limit its work
to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The signing of the Copenhagen Declaration in Jannary 1997,
whick created an “Interpational Alliance for Arab-Israeli Peace™,
triggered a fierce debate in Egypt. The Egyptian signatories in-
cluded renowned Al-Akram columaist Latfi El-Kholi, Egypt's
former ambassador to Moscow Salab Bassiouni, Abdel-Moneim
Said, head of the Al-Ahram Centre for Political and Strategic
Studies, prominent lawyer Ali El-Shalagani and cinematographer
Ramsis Marzouk. The Egyptian signatories were a target for
heavy-handed accusations of betrayal, and are stll today regu-
larly denounced in many intellecwal circles for allegedly nor-
malising relations with Isracl — a charge they hotly deny.

The Cairo Peace Movemeni is for “all peace-lovers in Egypt,”
according ic Bassiouni, the movement’s chairman.

“Now we have new tools o the Arab-lsraeli conflict,”
said El-Kholi, “since the obsolete tools of sloganeering have
proved useless™.

“In general, Egyptian public opinion wants 2 just and com-
prehensive peace, and we represent a large majority of Egyp-
tians,” Bassiooni said. “We will be able to communicate with
other peaceful groups in Israel, Earope and the US which reject
the current Likud government's policies.” He added that the Cai-
ro Peace Movement does not intend to work with government
officials, either in Israc! or elsewhere.

Althoogh the peace process will be a top priority. the aims of
the movement transcend the Arab-Israeli conflict, and it plans to
deal with other issues plaguing the region, such as the uarest in
Algeria and the UN sanctions imposed on Iraq and Libya
“Since we are oting peace in the Middie East, the Arab-
Israeli c_onﬂicr. is of primary importance,” noted Abdel-Moneim

Said, “bu there are also other conflicts in the region.” The Cai-
ro Peace Movement will also address the issues of military im-
balance in the region, economic conditions, security and stabil~

Iy. -
“We believe that, from a purely Egyprian point of view, for
this country to develop and acqpire a good standing in the inter-
nadonai arens, we need a stable and peacefa] Middle East,™ add-
ed Said. This aim will be pursued through dial mediation,
seminars, studies, “by all the means that Ni cap use —
pamphlets, books, magazjnes.™
Armed with what is already an ambitions agenda, the Cxiro
Peace Movement will work to create a speciatised research cen-
tre on Israeli society, as well as opening dialogue with other
peace movements around the world. “The Cairo Peace Move-
ment has a purely Egyptian position,” Bassiouni asserted.
The CPM research division will focus ou Israeli society, in or-
der to collect a srong database on its people, the dynamics of
their society. and the nature of different political groups. Said,
who will chair the’ CPM research body, contrasted it with the
$ﬁﬁ&ﬁm-m&m.f?rexmpl&bymyhgm
an advocac which looks at policies and ways
o b cnfes sl e oiogy®
The C group will work on ideas and not
politics,” asserted El-Kholi. “CPM will provide information and
data about the various forces in Israel with which we could co-
gﬂm&s&eﬁm;sﬁmlprgmwmmaclmmmtm
. “s0! which 1 i
X ]smgg cenrgs."mehe mething h is not possible for
ot of work still fies ahead for the members of the Caire
Peace Movement. Major tasks in the near future include de-
fining the stncture of their organisation,
and, of cours€, improving their fmage with

11 Social Justice in deep freeze

A conflict between two factions seeking control over the Social Justice Parly escalated this week from fried chicken suppers to-molotov

cocktails, but the two groups have at least found a common target for their wrath. Fatemah Farag goes to the bottom of the menu

The Political Parties Committée convened on 26 April 1o in-
vestigate the dossier of accusations and counter-accusations
exchanged by (wo rival factions baitling for control of the So-
cial Justice Party and its weekly newspaper, Al-Watan Al-
Argbi. The Commitiee decided 1o freeze the party’s activities,
until a court-of-law rules on the dispute or an ont-of-comt set-
tlement is reached by the two groups. With this decision, the
Commitiee has become the common target of the two fac-
tions® wrath, providing them at last with something to agree

“Of course we are shocked by the decision,” said a forlom
leading party member and wife of Mohamed
Abdel-Aal. the panty’s chairman who was first deposed by a
val group. “We think
this is a way of geaing back at the newspaper which was fight-
ing corraption, because there is nothing wrong with our party.
We are very moderate, almost like a branch of the ruling Na-

Kamel added that their lawyers were in the process of taking
the necessary legal action against the decision, as well as pur-
suing their claims against the rival faction, headed by Abdel-

A deflated, but not defeated, Ahmed told Al-Ahram Weekly,

decision.”

Abdel- Rashid Ahmed as
hand over party
eral assembly and unanimously re-clected Abdel-Aal,

along with other party activities.
The

selves as Abdel-Aal’s “victims who were slag

“We caanot comment on the decision... But I will tell you thar
it was not a surprise because this commitiee should be called.
the ‘commitiee to tim down parties’, and not the commirnee to
legalise them. The battle will go on and we will contest this

The Social Justice Party made news two weeks ago afier 300
members held a controversial geners] assembly and elected

party chai hereby dencss
Abdel-Aal, The larter and his supporters, bowever, refused 1o
assets on the grounds that the general as-
sembly was iliegal. And on 24 April they held their own gen-

In the meantime, avid readers of Al-Watan Al-Arabi — a
widely distributed weekly newspaper — were weated o two
versions of their favourite paper, one published on Sunday by
Ahmed’s faction and the other on Tuesday by Abdei-Aal’s,
Howe\.rer.readcrswﬂlnotjoyampmo this double pleas~
ure this coming week, since the newspaper was suspeaded

controversy threatened to take a nasty tum last week.

a statememt signed by Abmed and others desmalf‘mg thé::::-n
; 18 Wi ghtered”, Abdel-

Aal was wamedaggmstholdmglnsgm:mlassemblyandmld

that be would be “sorry™ if he went ahead, Accondin, g to
lished reports, police arrested 13 mugsomdemnﬂ'
quanters on the moming scheduled for the i

mOK::lﬂfm“&ﬁmms
e said: “We held a snccessful assembl
that was atended by 250 party mrten Lo y

omaies, but we had to seek the jon of the Agouza
jﬁ' mhom.dﬁmtgmugsmhﬁndbyﬁbﬁ:

wmmm@d—mmﬁdtbcywmmyingml-

through with this procedure " sal

ezt insoluble aymeris eraain. example, bow
VETSIOnS of the newspaper get printed and-distributed,

ﬂlthnughm 1 the party |shcaense.:l|;(;1:|ul;;l|sl-|ge't ons r anly?

ing its bod
rraing s b=

Althoughmeidmﬁﬁesofﬂ:ethugsandﬂmsewhohkedm:m.

geteral assembly elected me, but as things stand now. ] will go
Ahmed.

. pewspaper
mtcrests tmly iovolved in the anerpted take- .
over?Andwhostandstobel:ieﬁtﬁnmthI:prmsiunﬁm?. '
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Opposition boycotts

Shura Council election

The ruling Nauonal Democratic
Party (NDP) is agsured of a land-
slide victory in a lacklustre elec-
tion to fill 88 Shora Council sears
scheduled for 7 Jume. The reason
is that most ition parties
have decided 10 hoycott the vote.
In addition 1o the 8§ elected mem-
bers, 44 others will be appointed
by President Hosni Mobarak

The Coancil, which has no leg-
islative powers, is made np of 264
members. Two-thirds of them are
chosen by secret ballot in general
eleclions and the remaining third
are appoined by the presiden. A
member’s werm of office may last
Up 1O Six years, but one half of the
elecied and appointed members
are chosen by lot to lose their
seats after three y
elected or appomled in their place:
Losers are ehg:ble for re-elecuon
or fe-a

The funcuons include
preparing neports on current issues
and debating laws that are con-
sidered supplementary 10 the Con-
stitution before they are semt 1o the
People’s Assembly for approval.

Candidates for l.be June elections
began registering-their names on
2] April and registration will con-

tinue untl 7 May. Kamal El---

Shazli, the NDP’s assistant sec-
retary-general, said the ruling par-
ty is preparing for victory by nom-

“said. “All

manng candidates in all con-
stituencics. The NDP's list of can-
didates, which has been approved
%Mﬂbuzk in his capacity as
was annoopced
last Tncsday He added that the
choice of candidates was de-
termined by good reputation. pop-
ularity, partisan commiunent, bard
work and a proven. record of pub-
e s pa figures
pﬂ'l.t:pposmon
argued that campaigning for seats
in a Council that bas no legislative
Or Supervisory powers is not worth
the effort or the expense.
The Wafd Pany of Fomad Ser-
ageddin a2omounced last weck that
:twasboycomnglheelecuonsfor
ﬂnsrason.lna “statement to the

" paron,” the Wafd said the Comncil

should be armied with lcg;slanve
and supervisory powers or else it
shnu]dbedxsbmdedto‘?ehﬂe:he
ﬂ“budget of its ﬁnmc:a! buz-
'IheWafd.clmmmgl.har:hecur-
rent elecioral systemn favoumred the
NDP, said citizens do not bother to
vote in Shura Council elections.
:epa]ed.mm:mlnfmumm was
o panyhasre-
sonedmzhesyslegauc rigging of
elecnonstolmposens will on the
nadon’s political lLife,” the Wafd
paliamentary elections,

the last of which took place in No-

vember 1095, were rigged... As a
resoft, the mling pary now con-
trols - at least 9:03_“ cent u?: ;uec:,l_:
TCprescoiative ies as

ple’s Assembly, Shura Council
and city councils." -

The Iefiist Tagammmu Pamy of
Kheled. Mchieddin does not pisn
1o field candidates in the elections,
cording 15 the pemy's. Seoveary

ng o pany's
General Rifaar El-Said, cam-
paigning is too costly for Ta-
fammu's < modsst  financial re-
sonrces,

*“The constimencies of the Shara
Council cover vast areas. Each is
four times as large as a People's
Assembly coostituency,” El-Said
pointed om. However, El-Said,
who was appointed a Shura Coun-
cil member three years ago. in-
dicared that Tagamme will “poljs-
ically™ support any of its members
who decides to nin for election.

Ahmed El-Sabahi, chaimsza of
the small Umma Party, also argued
thot the .expense of running for
elecdon bas become roo high.
“Wealthy people, such as bnsiness-
meg, prefer 10 join the ruling par-
ty. and mos: of their financial sup-
port goes o this party, in the hope
of having a place on its list of cam-
didates for -Shura Council or Peo-
ple’s Assembly elections,” said El-
Sabahi.

Most opposition parties will not be
presenting candidates at next June's
Shura Council elections. Gamal

The Nasserist and Islamiu-
oriented Labour parties adopted
similar positions.

Diazddin Dawond. chairman of
the Nasserist Party, was quoted as
saying that election rigging has
produced ap “unbalanced repre-
sentation™ of parties in parliament.
“We |opposition parties] proposed
many limes an zgenda of political
refonm in an anempt 1o introduce o
free, fair and transparent clectoral
system, bui the ruling party never
bothered to listen 10 uvs.,” Dawoud
said. “To ensure the imtegrity of
any parliamentary elections. we
have three simple demands: re-
vising the lists of volers’ names,
full judicial sopervision of the
clections and ume on radio and
television to explain our platiorms
10 a5 many people as possible.™

The outlawed Muslim Broth-
erhood also decided 1o boycott the
elections.

The Liberal Parmy of Mustafa
Kamel Murad is the only opposi-
tion party io have decided to con-
fest the elections. In 1995, this
party nominated 44 candidates bur
pone of them managed 1 win a
sear.

The NDP won an easy viciory in
the 1995 elections, which were
also boycotied by most opposition
parties. The NDP now has 248
seats in the Council and the re-

Essam EJ-Din investigates the
motives for —yet another— boycott

maining seats are heid by 11 in-
dependents and five opposition fig-
ures, most of them, if nor all, ap-
poifited by the presidart,

The outgomnz 132 members in-
clode tha Coxneii's Speakar Mus-
wfa Kamal! Halmi, jour cabinel
ministers, forr former munisters.
former Prime Minsier Ali Lurfi.
five journabsts foumt of 10s and 10
women tost of 15).

High officials who are expected
to be appoimed 1o the Cooncil in-
clode Prime Mipister Kamal El-
Ganzouri, Imericr Minister Habib
El-Adli and Ecenomsy  Minister
Youssef Gbali. Alwo hkely 1o be
appointed are such prominsat busi-
nessmen as Jbrakim Kamel, chair-
man of the Enpr-US Presidents”
Cooncil. Abdei-Moneim Seoodi,
chairman of th: Federation of
Egyprian Industries. and Abmed
Ezz, the Federatioa’s deputy chair-
man.

Mohamed Ragab, majoricy leader
in the Council, insists thar it do=s
play a vital poiitical. social apd co-
onomic role. “Over the past three
years, the Shura Councdl has ad-
dressed some of th: most serious
pationzl and regiomal issues. such
as terrorism. democransation. the
rights of women, poverty and bu-
man developmen:, economic re-
form and nadosal security.” he

" Zobeiri Osman

Turning over a new leaf

Several newspapers and magazines are turn-
ing over a new leaf after their top editorial posi-
tions changed hands. Shaden Shehab reports

— Mohamed Abdel-Aziz Barakar, chief editor of Akhbar

supervising
ﬂ:enauonalprss,hasmouncedasmasofchmgesmme
top editorial positions of several newspapers and

Iagazines,
as well astheM1ddleEastNewsAgency(MENA).Themost'

significant changes, anoounced Thorsday, were the appoint-
ment of Mohamed Abde}-Moneim as' boand cheirman and
chief editor of the weekly magazine Rose El-Yousssf, re-

chief, replacing Mustafa Nagiiib. - -

Both El-Tobami and Naguib were not assxgned new pom-
tons.

In an earlier, but limjted reshuffle, Adel Hammouda, deputy
chief editor of Rose El-Youssef, was re-assigned to the Al-
Ahram newspsaper.

Abdel-Moneim, 61, began his career as a news editor on the
Foreign Desk of Al-Ahram in 1968. A few years later, he be-
came the newspaper's military correspondent and took an ac-
tive part in the coverage of the 1973 October War. He later
became assistant chief editor, deputy chiel editor and then
chief editor of Al-Difaa (Defence), a magazine specialising in
military affairs and published by Al-Akram. From' 1989 umntil
1994, he served as President osmMubmaksegesssec-
retary. He later returned to.Al-Ahrom as managing

Abdel- Moneim's re-assignment to Rose EI—Yonssd‘ ook
Jjonmalists by out of a sense that Abdel-Moneim
hailed from a very different school of journslism than that
represented by Rose El-Youssef. Undermfmmerchiefed—
itor; Rose Ll-Youssef seemed to pin its popularity on high-
hghungmsesofcurrupuon officials and deal-
ing openly. and some would say sensationally, with “taboo®
subjects such as sex and religion.

However, Abdel-Moneim told Al-Ahram Weekly that he
do&snotplanwalterﬂ:emagamescharacter Rose El-

A question of
implementation

_ Arab interior and justice ministers have signed their first anti-
terrorism treaty but, as Amira Ibrahim writes, much will de-
pend on the parties’ commitment to implementation

provallastweektuﬂ:eﬁrstArab'I’rwyfanom-
bating Temorism. The treaty was €

. axdpe will stop

. -general.readout ]
jor and usncem:msnersgaveme:rsmmpufap- the conchuding staterhient.

on 22 Thedelegnﬁon from

the pres- . the United Arab Emi- = e il ...
£ rates -suggested 2n Arab Anhmmiorudjummmetm&imlaﬂwukmmmeﬁrﬁanﬁmmmq

and I am apmfess:onal_loumahst.nman amatevr. Therefore,
I will not try to change its identity since this would be an act
of suicide that could only lead to failure.™”
Abdcl—Monennaddedﬂ:atheunﬂ:mprove“only:hequahty
and strengthen its positive aspects.” Asked whether the mag-
stories on sex and Copis, Abdel-
Mopeim responded: ] will not resornt to anything thar goes

in- agaiost society’s ethics. There will be oo sensational stories

aruclesthatarenotbasedonactnalfact_
Abdel-Moneim expressed confidence that the magazipe’s
cnculanon“wﬂlmmemdthunwﬂ]mmn as it has al-

-mysheen.ampecmble

magazme
The magazine's Jatest issue, which hit the news-stands last

" Sunday, was subdued compared 0 previous isspes. Instead of

the usual sex story, thers was an article on new technology
that conld decide a baby's gender before conception. There

‘was also the usual “Coptic™ story, but it dealt with a minor

conflict between a bishop and a priest in southern Egypt.
El-Ansari, who began his career as a reponter on Amb af-
fairs for MENA, was chief editor of Al-Gomhouria news-
paper. published by Al-Tahrir publishing house. Currently
abroad, El-Ansari could not be reached for comment on his
appointment.

- Other appointments made by the Shura Council:

— (Galal Eissa, board chairman of Dar El-Shaab and chief

‘editor of Rai El-Shaob;

— Samir Ragab, board chairman of Dar El-Tahrir and chief
editor of Al-Gomhouria,

— Mahmoud Salah, chief editor of Akher Sa'a magazine;

— Mohamed Selmawy. chief editor of the French-langnage
Al-Ahram Hebdo, :

— Osama Sarays. chief editor of Al-Ahraon Al-Arabi mag-
azine;

El-Hawadetk;

— Amal Osman, chief editor of Akkbar El-Nogaoonr,

— Suleiman Qepawi, chief editor of Akkbar El-Sayvvarar,

— Mou'eness Zoheiri, chief editor of the children’s mag-
azine El-Bolbol,

— Mohamed El-Hanafi Foda, chief editor of Ei-Massa’a,

— Mchamed Noureddin, chief editor of Horreyati mag-
azipe; .ot

— Gamal Ahmed, chief editor of Al-Kora Wal-Mala'eb
Sporis magazine; . L

— Salama Abdel-Fattah, board chairman of Dar El-
Ta'awon and chief editor of El-Sivassi EI-Mesri,

In another dev: t, Giza Governor Maher El-Guindi
dropped the libel charges he had brought against renowned
columnist Mahmoud El-Saadani. A Press Syndicale in-
vestigative commitiee had concluded that El-Saadani did not
breach the journalists® code of ethics. A repon by the com-
mittee, sent to El-Guindi, said thar El-Saadani had nor ex-
ceeded the limits of permissible criticism.

Inallmddevclopmcnl.aCmmcounmeddownapms—
ecnor's appeal requesting a stay of execution of prison sen-
teaces passed agains: three journalists vntil the Court of Cas-
sanonreachnsaﬁnaldemsmn.AcnngonthePress
Syndl:ra!e § request. aﬂl}e prosecutor had mqueswd“q:;dful_s!pen-
sion of a one- jail sentence passed against ) nss-
ein, chiel editor of Al-Shaab mouthpiece of the Islamist-
oriented Labonr Pammy, and its cartoonist Mohamed Hilal, as
well as a six-month sentence passed against Gamal Fahmi.
nllanaging editor of the weekly newspaper Al-Destour, now
closed.

Hussein and Hilal were found guilty of slandering Alaa El-
Alfi, son of former Interior Minister Hassan El-Alfi. Fahmi
was foond goilty of slandering writer Tharwat Abaza

Obituary
A legendary
shutter closes

After working behind the camera for over
half a century, Wahid Farid, the nation’s
top director of photography, died last
week. Hani Mustafa profiles the man

who helped change the way we see things
|

“Others may consider the camera an inanimate object, a
piece of metal. but for me. it is the world " With these
words, cinemziographer Wahid Farid described the ool
which, as a resnlt of his expenise, became the means by
which be portrayed and reflected the emorions and sen-
timents expressed on the faces of the leading actors and ac-
tresses of his time.

Farid, who died of renal failure, began his career in 1938
in Studio Mist, the school of the then fledgling Egyptian
cinema industry. After working as an apprentice with an-
other master of the lens. Abdo Nasr, Farid began his long
love affair with the camera that ended last week with his
death.

Farid's stant in the bosiness came in 1939 when he was
chosen to work as an assistant to photographer Mustafa
Hassan. who was commissioned by Studio Misr 1o shoot a
documentary about the pilgrimage 1o Mecca. A few years
ed his first dramatic film, Ibn Ei-

rg (Son of the Orient), directed by Ibrahim Hebmi.
Then followed Bayvoumi Effendi, starring Youssel Wahbi
and Faten Hamama. Afier that, Farid's name quickly
spr:ad in cinema circles as the new rising star of photog-
rapay.

Farid had a big interest in /aces and facial expressions,
which created a bond berween him "and the actor/actress.
This, in turn, broke down the barrier between the man be-
hind the camera and whomever was before it As a result,
what be captured on film appeared spomtaneous on the
screen.

“It is not the camera that loves its subject; it's the person
handling it who does,” Farid once said. He cited the rele-
vision series Damir Abla Helbnar (Miss Hekmat's con-
science). All the scenes in which Hamama appeared were
shot under soft illumination. thus accenruating the dramat-
ic.

Over the years, Farid gave the Egyptian cinema industry
several landmark films. including Do'aa Ef-Karawan (The
nightingale’s prayer-song). Many of his movies were pro-
duced by famed actor Anwar Wagdi. After studying colour
and cinemascope photography in England and Italy, Farid
introduced both techniques back bome. He shot Dalila and
Rudda Qalbi (My heart is spurned) — the first colour-
cinemascope films produced in Egypt

Farid's mastery of his art was rewarded on several occa-
sions. He received the Photography Merit Award for sever-
&l of his motion pictures, including Erham Demoeo’ee (Pity
my tears), Bein El-Arlal {Amidst the ruins), Gaalooni Mo-
‘greman (They made me a criminal) and El-Kharava (Sins).

Farid was also a producer. He joined forces with director
Hassan El-Saifi 1o establish the Heliopolis Cinema Pro-
duction Company. Amopg their most impostant pro-
ductions was one film whose hero had not yet been chosen
until Farid met in EJ-Saifi’s house with a young composer,
Kamal El-Tawil. El-Tawil, in m, was accompanied by a
young man who sang one of El-Tawil’s compositions. Af-
ter hearing him sing. both Farid and Ei-Saifi immediazely
asked this young talem to piay the lead role in their new
musical producton Lahr El-Wegz'a (Melody of loyalty). It
‘was the film that introduced Abdel-Halim Hafez to movie-

lal.er. Farid was assign

goI-Eand did the shooting in Hafez's second film, Ayamna
El-Helwa (Our sweet days). He later joined Ramses Na-
guib in producing Maw'sd Gharam (A love rendezvous),
starring Hafez and Hamama. Farid and Hafez Jater es-
tablished the New Arab World Company which produced,
among other works, E/-Banar Wel Saif (Girls and the sum-
mer).

Beginning in the early 1990s, when the Egyptian cinema
indusiry started chuming out low-quality productions, Far-
id stayed away. He confined himself to shooting TV soaps,
including Damir Abla Hekmat and Demoo Sahebar Al-
Galala (Tears of Her Majesly). Ope of the last films he
shot for twelevision was El-Saved Kaf (Mr K), directed by
Salah Abu Seif in 1994,

del-m

wouldbefollowedbynsmﬂar
“The treaty .is a good step forward topersuade
Westerp counmies to mthusmorderm
reach a similar international agreement,” Abdel-
Meguid said.

A statement issued by the League affirmed an in-
mnu‘}nmm;ensfyﬁ.ﬂhmmwwnﬂﬂnlﬂumg-
ative phenomena, inclnding temosism_aod extrem-

sacremwh:chmorelhan
were killed by Israeli sheiling of a UN camp in

banon.
So"-lmmscmpfmmmlis-

sucd @ statemept lambusting Isracl as one of the

duﬁwmchmemnnstersm 10 X~
chanpe views oun the treaty. But only [wo sessions,
one bhcmd:beothsrmmeta.wmb:ld.Ah-

medpgm Mohamed Al-Salem, the council's sec-

e.xpaessedhopeﬂmttheﬂm!y._

boycon of any country

thatwnlateslhepmmmofthemay “The sug-
gesnonwxllbeoonsxdﬂeddumgadmsxonof
the mechanisms proposed for implementing the
treaty,” Al-Salem told a news conference fol-

‘lowing the signing

ceremony.
Behmdthescenes.somedﬁferencesreponedlj
emerged over the i ion of some of the
msﬂaruclm. Some participants were re-
drsgﬂnsﬁed \l»\:thoncamt;_lc mltheuenry

stipnl people accused of negligence in
ngutymio‘bemmptﬁum extradition,
Moreover, the anicle dealing with extradition of
terrorists did oot appear 1o be binding on all Awsb
countries. The treaty states that implementation is

-done via mechanisms of bilateral agreements bt
imanyArabnounmdunottmrebxlamalexm

tion

" the legal consequences of the accord, a statement
en Egyptian militant group condenmed the wea-
-.tl;ryashosuletotbelshunst )

movement.

The staement, Si by Abdeliah Al-Mansour,
secrerary of the Islamic Jihad — Vanguards of
Conquest group - said the weaty aimed a1 “en-
circling™ yoaths of the Muslim nation.

"Ambgovmnmcntssholﬂdmoonndermwpos:

'umsandmﬁm&ummplemennng:hemy

gaid the statement, which was faxed to the Log-

dnn-bnmd, Arabic-language newspaper Al-Hayat.
Since 1992, Egyptian amhorities have signed

saveral bilatersl security accords with Arab and

non-Arab couniries, focusing on fighting terrorism
and the extradition of terrorists. Meanwhile, au-
thm'it.ics pushed for an all-Arab anti-terrerism trea-

Spealungaheadofﬂ:econferenu Egyptian In-

- terior Minister Habib El-AdH highlighted the im-

portance of thwarting any anempt ar de-
stabilisation. “We a::nd dclennmedﬁl;‘m ul:e defeni our
hﬂlﬂ.sc, T our VOwW

zhcadpor?:hnc conference, Sudan offered 10
cunclud: a secwrity sccord with Egypt. But fol-
lowing the difficult negotiarions in Kharionm on
restonng confiscated Egyptian property, the accord
is up in the air.

The imerjor ministers of Algeria and Morocco
met on the sidelines of the conference, their firse
encounter since a meeting in Morocco a year ear-
lier. The two countries had waded accusations of

hosring militanis and closed their joint border .

1994,

The treaty, which lays down guidelines for coop-
eration in the war 1ETTOITST, Was
in principle by the Council of Arab Interior Min-
isters in Tunis last Jenvary. Since then, nine ar-
ticles hnvebeenmcnded.of They deal with the ju-
dicial ures extradition, cooperation in
mmmmmemal of a netional of an Arab

country by ancther country.

Edited by Wadie Kirolos
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ISRAELIS of the Peace
Now movement
demonstrate in front of
Israell Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu’s
residence, holding a
placard showing
Netanyahu strangling a
dove which symhbolises
the peace process. One
hundred demonstrators
tried to pressure
Netanyahu into making
progress during his taiks

with US special envoy
Dennis Ross on
Saturday in Jerusalem.

{ofoto AFF)

Unremitting sanctions | Zeevi

Despite a favourable report by the International Atomic Energy Agency, the UN Security Council has on

again bowed to US demands and voted to maintain anti-lraq sanctions at their current level

After a day-long meeting. the UN Securnity
Council on Monday mainuined UN sanc-
tions against Iray. The US. though ac-
knowledging for the first time that Iraq had
made progress in dismaniling its banned nu-
clear weapons program. said it was too ear-
Iy 10 lift the séven-vear old sanctions or (0
scale back wide-manging npuclear in-
spections.

Al its closed session. the Securlty Council
concluded thar there was no consensus

the 15 members 1o modify the sanc-
tions regime. 1t adjowrned an aftermoon ses-
sion (o hear an upprecedented persopal ap-
peal from Imqi Foreign Minister Said El-
Sahhaf 1o Jifi the embargo. EI Sahhaf re-
iterated that Barhdad o longer held any
weapons of mass destruction. He also re-
assured the Council that lrag would abide
by the terms of the agreement signed with
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan in Bagh-
dad last Februarv. However, El Sahhaf's ap-
peal was rejected.

The Security Council imposed sweeping
sanctions in 1990 after Iraqi presidemt Sad-
dam Hussein invaded Kuwait

After a US-led forces drove the Iragis
from Kuwait. the council agreed to maintain
the sanctions until UN inspectors certified

that Iraq had destroved all long-range mis-
siles and chemical. nuclear and biclogical
weapons.

A review 1o the sanctions is usually held
every 60 davs. but the process was sus-
pended last June after Irag obstructed weap-
ons inspections.

Monday's review is the furst since lrag
signed jts deal with Annan to open all sites,
including presidental compounds. to UN
arms inspectors.

During a heated session, members of the
Security Council questioned Chief UN .In-
specior Richard Butler on his latest six-
month report. In his report. Butler siuated
that the stzndoff over presidential sites
made it virually impossible to determine if
fraq had complied with disarmament orders.

However. the International Atomic Energy
Agency (LAEA) has reported that it has
found no evidence that Iraq was sull se-
cretly constructing nuclear weapons.

Based on that finding, the US came under
strong pressure from France, Russia and
China who demanded that the council
should acknowledge Iraq’s cooperation and
scale down nuclear inspections.

Russia circulated a draft resolution stating
that Iraq has fully cooperated with UN io-

spectors on nuclear issues but .would still
be subject to inspections if the LAEA re-
ceives more information about its clan-
destine programme.

France said it was 100 early to lift sanc-
tions but arpued that the council should
take stock of Iraq’s progress in nuclear
Weapons.

Most outspoken was China's Depury
Ambassador Shen Guofang who argued
that the weapons inspection programims
should be closed down as soon as possible.
He accused UNSCOM inspectors of be-
having like “an army of occupation™ and
acting in an “arrogant and insoleni man-

net”.

Defending the US stance, White Honse
spokesman Mike McCurry stated that
“there is one narow area involving the ou-
clear weapons pro, s that have been
reviewed carefully by the IAEA . Aside
from that area, we think that the conditions
that would be pecessary for broad-based
sanctions relief don’t present themselves
because Saddam Hussein has not fully
complied with the requirements the inter-
national community placed on them.”

The US holds that more information are
needed on nuclear enrichment, design and

imports to Iraq in the past and that there is
much that needs to be done on chemical
and biological weapons as well as on hu-
man rights and accounting for priscners
taken from Kuwait in 1990.

Iraq has accused the US and Britain of
manipulating the inspection programme 10
maintaip sanctions indefinitely.

According to reports, US officials are
concerned that effectively closing the book
on Iraq's nuclear file might siep up inter-
pational pressure to end the sanctions pre-
maturely. Nevertheless, Washington also
fears an uncompromising stance will back-
fire and weaken intemnarional resolve to
maintain the overall inspections and the
sanctions pro e.

Eadjer, before the Security Coancil de-
cision, Baghdad warned that if sanctions
are not, lifted it will no .longer abide by
Ehe UUN sanctions and will -break the em-

Argo. - )

In Baghdad, General Amer Saadi, ap ad-
viser to presidemt Saddam Hussein, said
that future ties with UNSCOM would be
“determined in the light of the results of
the Security Council debate™. US Am-
bassador to the UN Bill Richardson dis-
missed such threats as Iragi “bluster™.

Stories of dispossession

A two-day meeting in Cairo brought together intemational and local NGOs working in the Occupied Territories.
But Mariz Tadros heard more about the probiems of the former than the experience of the latter .
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What is an NGO to do when confronted
with a government that obstructs its efforts
10 get closer to the people it seeks two
serve? World Vision has Jong sought to
‘indigenise’ i1s offices in the Occupied
Temitories. Yet ite a partnership with
local Palestinian N for over more than
10 years, it is stll far from achieving its
am. ’

“We can't do it because we [as foreign-

. ers] are the only people who can get in

and out of Gaza during the closures,” ex-
plained Mary Kate Isaac from World Vi-
sion. “We can go from areas A, B and C,
but it is a long and problematic saga for
our Gaza coordinaior to come to our staff
meeﬁ:gzinlemsalunurforomstaﬁto
gow One day the staff’s permission
is valid, the next day some incident hap-
pens and it is no longer valid. They must
come to work illegally, speaking in or out,
or not come to work at afl.”

Isasc’s group was one of the many inter-
national and Palestinian NGOs attending
the Upited Nations Intemational NGO
Meeting on the Question of Palestine this
week in Cairo to explore the theme, “The
Palestinian Question: internatuonal re-
sponsibility 50 years laier™. Don Betz,
Chairman of the Infemnatiopal Co-
oriinating Committee for NGOs on the
Question of Palestine (ICCP) pointed owt
that altbough NGOs have been involved in
offering assistance to the region for S0
years, it was during the days of the In-
tifada that the network built by the ICCP
and the United Nations reached the peak
of its actvity with over 1,300 organ-
isations formally affiliated with the move-
ment.

Many activisis today wonder whetber the
surength of some NGOs has not dwindled
following the signing of the 1993 QOslo Ac-
cord. Carmen Pauls from the Mennonite
Church Central Commitee in Jerusalem,
who is also imvolved in bumanitarian
wark, spoke of the waning spirit character
ising some of the NGOs operating in the
Occupied Territories today. “There is a
loss of hope with the closure, the very fab-
ric of the society is being torn apart, you
don’t feel thc‘su'c:gamdmergyand mo-
mentum of the Inti so tangibly today™.
She added, “Internationsl NGOs who have
veloping s soptiseaind ser of ‘sepins
veloping a isti set of j
skills to deal with crippling situminns":f]"‘pﬂg

In any case, there were whispers at the
conference that of the local Ni n the
Occupied Teritorics, the most ovlspoken
and most radical were absent. The two-Gay
meeting concentrated more on what inter-

national NGOz could do for and on behalf
of local NGOs, rather than on the ex-
periences of the Palestinian NGOs work-
ing in the Occupied Termitories

Betz urged intemational NGOs to “work
in concert to offer the atleative public, par-
ticularly in the United States and Furope.
another version of the history they pre-
sume to know so well™

Fiopa McKay, a lawyer at Redress, a
London-based NGO workiag on behalf of
tortare victims, reminded both inter-
natiopal and Palestine-baged NGOs that it
remains mecessary to lobby the inter-
national community for the enforcement of
international buman rights and humanitar-
ian laws that are violated by Israel, even if
such lobbying has not always produced the
desired resuits. She pointed ont that put-
ting injustices into an intemational law
framework can belp NGOs fight them.
first by providing a standard by which 1o
criicise, and second, by giving them ac-
cess to enforcement mechanisms which
have not yet been used to their full po-

Nabil Shaath, Minister of Internatonal
Plapning for the Palestinian Authority,
made a plea to the participating NGOs not
io_despair, regardiess of how i
things may be today. The suggestions in
the NGO Plan of Action drawn up at the
end of the two-day wmeeling included
camping in egdangered areas as a praciical
means of hindering the construction of set-
tiements. Suggestions were also made that
NGOs affilisted with Christian chuerches
should launc_ h 2 systematic information

ﬁmpmsiﬁngg?heholysiwsinomerloaoqum'
:hemlw'i_ththesuffe:ingofthe Palestinian
people.

Pauls from the Mennonite Central Come-
mitice said that recently the Catholic Re-
lief Services, which provide humapitarian
relief in the Occupied Temitores, were
obliged to open a new office in Ramallsh
because they could oo longer work owt of
Jerusalem, “What does it mean for an in-
temadonal NGO to say that &t is so dif
ficult w get our people into Jerusalem that
we are going to open up an office in Ra-
mallah? [n some small way, it is giving up
that hold on Jerusalem. But our office staff
say Lhat we should pever move ocut of Je-
ruszlem. ever. It becomes a story of up-
rootedness. And that is what the 50ih an-
niversary of the dispossession of the
Palestinian people is all about.™

Edited by Khaled Dawoyud

must go

Netanyahu has struck a deal with a
party whose founding principle is the
“athnic cleansing” of Israel. James
Zogby wonders why

OntheweofyetanmhermundofﬁeulkswkhUSSec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright, 1i Prime Minister Bi-

‘ nyatin Netanyalu has invited the leader of the Moledet Party

to join his coalition government. -
Ziowis proapion. s Erning principic. 1 Sod K6 char.
i i ts i inciple, 25 in its char-
ter,istbecallmg-uansferAmbsoutof“Erﬂzlﬂael":"I‘hcsum
cure for the demographic ailment is the traasier of the Arabs
10 Areb countries as an aim of any negotiations and a way to
solve the Israeli-Arab conflict over the land of Israel ™ By ~Ar-
dbs™, the Modelet Party means not only the Palestipians of the
West Bank and Gaza: its members also seek to “cleanse™ Is-
tael of its Palestinian Arab citizens. And by “demographic ail-
ment”, the Modelet means not only the presence of Arabs in
Israel's mmdst, but also the “troubling high birth rae™ of the
While such racism puts the Modelet Party in the same camp
as the Le Pen movement in France, or the David Duke move-
ment in the United States, even those bigots do not call for the
forced expulsion of the commnmities they see 2s polluting
their respective societies,
The Moledet Party differs only slightly from the racist effort
founded by the late Meir Kahane. In fact, the Moledet Party™s
leader, Rebavam Ze'evi (who will now sit in Netanyahe's cab-
inet) has been described by the Israeli commentator Nahum
Barnea as “Kahape in a general’s uniform™ — referring to his

days in the 1970s as the brutal military commander of the

West Bank.

_Ze'evi has a controversial past. Allegations of his connec-
tion with orgenised crime resulted in his being denied the post
of police commissioner in the Shamir-led government in 1989.
He is also widely remembered for having caused a diplomatic
flap in 1991 when, as Likud minister without portfolio, he
%edthenUSPremd‘ emt George Bush “an anti-Semite and a

When Sharmir agreed to go to the Madrid peace talks, the
Moledet and an allied party, Tehiya, bolted the government
wd g o ol o

ore recently, Ze'evi continued his infl rhet-
oric. He has called Palestinian Authority President Yasser Ar-
afat a “war criminal™ and Egypt's President Mubarak a “liar™.
ﬁ][-?d ebrv;glent protests h- Netanyahu's decision 1o sign
agreement as repeatedly pledged bis commit-
ven one might well ask why Netanyahn
hasbmughtZe‘eviandhispanyimothegovem::yunand&hy
there has been no reaction to this disturbing move. Ze'vi's
only pledge to Netanyabu, apparently. is that be will not sup-
B e e e it e
on to Oslo and to ing any more land 1o the
Palestinians. He has aiso refused to is party’s position
ono"::nsfer" ' ois :
might argue that many of Ze’evi's positions are held
aﬂ;ersmtthnmt.evenind:eNetmyaﬁummc:z
Anelspa{aq.“forexample.hasalsomfenadtoﬁrafatasa
"warcnmma‘l. Rafael Eitan, the former general who called

Palestinians “drugged cockroaches™, called i the 1980s for
the forced transfer of one million Palestinians from the West
Baok. And the majority of the current Liknd coalition con-
ununfe_msugpo_n.the::hlaimtoallof'ﬁmlsml‘—whﬂehy-

ims ot .t L
cpocnmumlly Isting the Palestinizns change their national

HasNetanyahumemlyaddedavomloprmmiliscoaﬁtim
W&nt.assomcam_lystsspmﬂate?&hasheaﬂdedm
ggqlpumnmpmgovemmmmmmnis:&
solve? Is it 1ol appropriate 10 ask the Netanyabu government
fora_n_explanaunnoflhismnstuoublingaddiﬁonalliﬁsm
seasitive moment? I would be inconceivable for a centre-
nglnopahum_inﬁmmipvimLePenmjoinitsgwun-
mcm,justasuwouldbeimpossiblefortheUSRepnbﬁm
Pmytosggkthes_npponofDavidDukc.Imagmc

year of Israel’s 50th anniversary, are relivi 2ai
hormrors of forced expuision from their imm‘rmg ﬁwmﬁm
Surely the addition of Rebavem Ze'evi 1o the government
sh;uldnotbcaﬂowedtopassmﬂlmn' protest

‘ctanyahu’s argument that he needs votes to remain i pow-
er 15 the basest of falsehoods. As elected prime minister, in
has the option 10 create any coalition i

_ peace with the Palestiniang, ' oS

Itagpea:stbatitisnouomtecthis Srnment,
?ﬁ*&&a&eﬁh&l%hwﬁwﬁﬁm
- cabinet. Arabs should demand his immediate

ican Institute.

Iﬁewriterflpm:idgmgf'hewm’ﬁm ;

government he chooses
to create.  Should be agree to honour the Oslo Accords
-makethcreqmredﬁﬂ:dmwalsﬁ'omrheWesthhhel:::-
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significant
phase in the struggle of the Arabs in Israel? .- - -
I hope they represent a new phase. ’
For the last decade, there has been a deterioration in Arzb
smlggles_forequalnymdﬁonalidmﬁtyin_lsqd.lhave

stances, Arabs in Istazl might accept less than fill equelity,
in exchange for more political rights and & hj standard of
living. They might accept less than their national iden-
tity, if there is no longer an Asab national movement or a
Palestinian pational movement which they could identify
wgpori;egamacmdto.

ince ‘we in the NDA have engaged in a Yot of polit-
ieal_wmkmmthseumds.uyingmdecpéneg;hi;
strains of political and culural discoarse among the Arabs in
Israel aromnd the issues of equality and national identity. T
don’t know if we have succeeded. Bur what has become clear
10 me in the last two years is that, on the question of Israeli
land and demographic planning policies, there wili be con-
frontation. Israel’s policies in these feids are, very simply,
racist. They see Arabs as abstacles in the way of what Jsrael
calls “Tewish distribution” of the 1and. When it comes to the
land, Israel views Arabs as hostile, foreign elements usmrping
the land of the state. o o

So whether the recent protests are a new phase in the strug-
gle or merely a passing wave i3 unclear hecanse, given Is-
rael’s land and i poficies, confrontations are in-
evitable . But the fact that people came 10 the clashes
with arms and fought to defend the land is.significent: I tend
to think they are a new phase. And as s Istael doesn’t
change these policies — as long as it continnes to take land
for Jews only, rather than provide land for Jews and Arabs
together — Um Sahili will not be the jast clash.

I am not speaking as an academic here. As a polftcian, I
can promise you that Israz]’s land and demnographic planning
policies are no longer acceptable and we won't allow them to
continue.

But doesn’t spch resistance force you 1o revise the thesis
of Israclisation? Aren’t sach protesis expressions of at
least a localised pationaliam? "

There can be no localised nationalism withcut a nation. And
if we are not Arab Palestinians, then we are Muslims, Druze
and Christians. 'We are an unorganised group’ of religions’

communities. This denouement is one-of nty worst fears for

what might happen to the fabric of Arab society in Israel if
the process of Israelisation contipues. This Is a real danger,
because Istael does not give us an Jsraeli option. Tsrael does
not recognise an IsracH nationality; it recognises only a Jew-

are these events? Do they represent a new

‘estinian national project
- Onee these two pillars were shaken, it became clear that

ish nationality. If, in responsc 1o this, we give up on or are
confused about our national identity, we will not move 10 a
tramsnational or post-national identity. Nor, for sure, will we

"become Jews. We will become pre-nafionsl, We will become

the minorities Isacl wants us (o become — Druze, Muslims,
Christians — bat rot a nationality.
And we must become a nationality. Nazional identity is the

- only modem identity; Wt is the identity of culture, the market

and liberal . And I wanr a local mational project for
the Arabs in Israel, but the precondition for this is that we be-
long 1o the Arab nation. T want a local nationaj movement that
is independent from the PLO. I have always wanted this be-
cause of certain political facts thar obtain for Arabs in Isracl.

anclsnpliciﬁzms.]‘his-ciﬁmshipisseenbymmAmb;Mm
Israel 2 their most important asset. If a pational movemem
here does not recoguise this fact, it will always be marginal
among them Ik has 10 recogmise this fact in order o re-
organise the iocal national movemenr and the Arab national
minority in Israel If we don's do this, we will lose. And this
is my project: to mobilise the Arabs in Israe] both as citizens

Arabs in Israel [construed)] their narional
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ith whom. In short, we became more Israehi.

d, the project of Areb nationalism has lost. I do not
mean it has lost I the long term — in the long term, I am
still an Arab nationalist. T mear the existing Arab regimes
andpoliﬁcalvgmjectsmnotamacﬁvetonsa:all.l,ook
around you. With which Arab regime can we identify? Then
came the Oslo Accords and the reality of the Palestinian na-
ticnal project. It is truly trapic how this project turned out.
Howma-Palesﬁnianipthc(f’alﬂeeidenﬁfywi:hithal-
in Gaza?

;

our national project lacked both conviction ard aspiration.
But aspirarions are what give 2 people its identity. Some-

' times people have to unite around an idea before they be-

come z natiopality — for example, the idea of sovercignty.
So it became vital for us to bave our own aspirations, One

aspiration ‘is furl_srael to become astme_for_a!l its citizens,

... 'Is"Israelisation’ an imeversible process? Is autonomy
- A solution?  Azmi" Bishara explains o Graham
i \Usher why Palestinians still need a nation

With these rwo aspirations, we can preserve our pational
jdentity.

You have advocated cultural antonomy for the Arahs
Isracl. This demand has been rejected by Israel's Zionist
parties. Bat it has also been rejected by Israel’s Arab

] maised the demand for cultsral autonomy precisely o create
this controversy. 1 wanted the Arabs in Israel to think about
their future not as local communities, but as a national group.
1 believe celural antonomy flows from the recognition of the
Arabs in Israel as a national minority.

Culiural anmonomy is not in contradicton with the demand
that Israel become a state for all is citizens, though for some
it may appear s0. Why should ir be in contadiction? The
idea thar equality means inregration is 2 wholly Exmocentric
idea. This may have been the way equality was achisved in
France, but it doesn’t have to be this way. Azd. in Israzl, it
cannot be this way. It is oo fae in Istasl 1o “integrazs™ the
two nationalities into one. There was an Amb pezionality be-
forc Israel existed and this nadonality persists and is being
developed today. But Ismacl has succeeded — whether the
Arabs Yke it or pol — in creating a pew nationality here. I do
oot call it a Fewish nationality; it is rather a local Iszaeli Jew-
ish or Hebrew nationality, forged out of the Hebrew lan-
guage, the armmy, the special Israeli experience and lsrael's
own aspiration 1o have a state.

These two natonalisms cannot now “merge™ inlo one na-
tion. We belong 10 our nation and they belong 1o theirs. The
issoe is what will be the relarions between them. If one is a
majority and the other 2 minority — and given that the ma-
jority will dominate the character of the state — then the
only way that minority can be compensated is in a state for
all its citizens. This means granting cultural autenomy 1o the
minority. If there are no majority-mincrity relations, then the
only alternative is a binational state. If the Occupied Ter-
ritories remain with Israel, and the Palestinians there lose the
option of establishing a national state in the West Bank and
Gaza, then this vision nesd only be adapied to include them.
If we have majority-minority relations, the state will be for
all its citizens, enclosing the two nationalities within it If we
don’t have these relaions. then it is a binational state.

What parallels do yon see between what has bappened to
the Palestinian Arabs in Israel and the political arrange-
ments Israel is carrently setting up in the Occopied Ter-
ritories?

It is a complicated process. I do not think the question is one
where cither there will be a Palestinian state in the West
Bank and Gaza or, should this option fail, there will be the
demand for a binational state. We are now in the phase of the
Palestinian Authority (PA). It exists and there are political,
economic and military elites wedded 1o it who want it to de-

- velop into a sovereignty. These elites want to arrogaie more

powers fo themselves This is typical of any national forma-
tion: And, because of this, most of the political and cultoral
process heads in that direction.

This is why there is po Palestinian party thal today ad-

' vocates quitting the project for a Palestinian state in the West

Bank and Gaza in favoor of a binational stawe. The only con-
troversy among the Palestinian parties — including the op-

position parties — is over how 1o achieve a Palestinian state.
The cpposition believes its road is better than thar adopred by
the PA. In fact, the Palestinien opposition is even fiercer in
its advocacy of an independent Palestinian state than the PA.

Given these realities, it seems to me that we will have 10 go
through a “statist™ phase in the form of baptusians, with more
or fewer powers. And this phase will have to be dniven to its
very end, with the PA fighting fer the next two or three years
for Israel to iraplement its obligations under Oslo. exemning
more pressure on Isroel 10 yicld more land. etc. But once the
end is reached — once the PA reaches the peak of ils de-
velopment as a siate — then the possibility for a binational
option may arise.

The reason is obvious. You cannol have narional in-
dependence and Jewish sertlement. There will be either an
open war o dismantle the seilements or 2 re-

isatjon of serlements in bmationalist terms. Then
the strupggle for a separate Palestinian stawe would rum into a
federaled or confederaled solution which says, fine, if lsrael
continues 1o settle in the West Bank and Gaza, then Pal-
estinians have the right 10 settle across the Green Line.

Bul. before this, Palestinians will probably want o recover
as much land as they can. And the lands they want to recover
are GGaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem. But it is also
now clear that they are not going lo get these lands, neither
with a Likud nor a Labour government. 'What Palestinians in
the Occupied Territories will get is a state with citizenship
and passports. But the siate will be nominal only and the
passports will be semi-passports. The substantive reality will
be bantustans in around 40 to 60 per cent of the West Bank,
but excluding the settlements, Jerusalem, water. and with no
resolution of the refugee question.

The dream of a state, in other words, will not be exhausted
before it is fulfilled. Once &t is fulfilled — in the pervened
form of baniustans — Palestinians will see what statehood
means and what fts limits are. They will remember that the
narional struggle was not just about statehood, but also libera-
tion, and this is ot liberation,

For the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza, what do
you see as the primary struggle? Is it the national struggple
against Israeli i or the democratic stroggle
against the militarisation of Palestinian society?

The two struggles are not contradictory. I'still believe the pri-
mary struggle is the national struggle against Isracl, especial-
ly over settlements, but also over Jernsalem, the prisoners,
iand and water — the national issues.

B if rhis struggle is really to pressure Israel and mobilise
Palestinian opinion behind it. it must be realised throngh
democratic institutions. Democratic institutions are not only
ends in themselves. They are vital and pragmatic means to re-
alise Palestinian nationalism.

Curs is one of the few national struggles in the Third
World where sovereignty is not the conditon for democracy,
but democracy is the condition for sovereignty. And becaose
Palestinians do not have sovereignty over the land, the only
way we can express our sovereigmiy is through institutions.
We have 1o find some way of expressing the people’s will 1o
the ouiside world, and the best way to do this is 1o in-

stinnionalise democracy.

“Working Girls and Salon Girls sparks them from mamiage, which accounts for

heated debate over the mesming of the the mamiage crisis people have been
ining about™ The coatrast be-
of women was epi-

new woman,” blazoned Al-Ahram on 29  co

May 1913. The headline marked the be-  tween the two types ¢
ginning of a literary and artistic ‘battle - tomised by the conflict between the ex-
that absorbed AlAhram  readers tremist women's liberation movement ;

throughout the summer of that year. It of the “girls oo the street” who formed a | Egypt touched off a literary, artistic
and professional controversy in

1913. The debate centred round the

was a battle that took a few curious

society to support Susan and moderaie
turms. women's liberation movement which
Working Girls and Salon Girls was was headed by Dr Amiga.

2250 Ahram

A play dealing
with the role of
the "new wom-
an” in. modem

Chronicle

istics
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generates” and the audi-
ence was made to under- thalmologist and one of the founders of
siand that “these character- the Red Crescent Sociery (the Egyptian

Al-Ahranr: A Diwan of contemporary life

Dr Abdel-Aziz Narmi, a noted oph-

applied 10 all version of the Red Cross), declared thar

Egyptian doctors, thereby he was prepared, in the name of the
rendering themn contempt- medical profession, to enter into debate
ible in the eyes of all.”

Al-Ahram was not of that the later revealed his true name,
like mind. “The play is “so that each of us can know the identity
equal in standard to the of his adversary.” Al-Mutamassir’s re-
contemporary critical sponse asked, “Even if he knew the

with Al-Mutamassir, on the condition
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the title of a play thar had just been per- ~ Thé play [ joa .
forrmed in the Peintania Theatre theg:- fects of bad association on persons of €xtent of freedom working and en-
vious evening. “This modem play on &  good morals. Dr Amina stands for mar- l|gh1;e|'|ed women should have. The

porary | wid Fa- riage and the family. Young mea shou? s .
gﬂm. owﬁﬂmeoﬁ!m byn_:ag— ahnndonﬂ:e“wom{n o?gg;;s“ and play pre_sented two contrastmg types
azine, and presented by the iflustrions . remplmﬂ:esar_.\cmgmand comfmogfd:c of working women to make its point;
e AL AAramm, P B R Koo e Dr Amina, an upright character who
Writing under the psendomym, )“ﬁ; the first g:ne that mmﬁm smge stands for mamriage and family, and
tamassir (the Egyptianised one), presents character Oriental . P
x:r‘iewer of tE:e play summms‘:l what libertine and womaniser, free of all in- Susa_’_]s _Who maintained 'lihat her fi-
be thought to be the fundamental mean-  ternal and external restraint, deriving his  nancial independence entitled her to
ing of the play: “The morsl Iiberafion  SUEagth o por o> «d (¢ absolute, unrestricted freedom. Dr
:hfma?im U excess, frcedom andfev: ¥ Al-Mumagassir landed thpplay.ﬂ:;hich Yunan Labib Rizk looks at the
) perimentation. In other words, should an -pressed home its ideas “without the an- 2
- B woman behive 1o an immoder-, Gence seastng that they were recsiving CONUOVTSY on the basis of reports .
- ate and Iibertine manner, tat is not the ‘instruction es though in a school. I Ar-  published by Al-Ahram .
resit of her personal liberty, but rather  abic drama continues to advance ju this

gvt;)manmnbedl:ﬁ'eeagm:whoscrm of leamning abomt the .world for the era House and attended by the khedive evem, AlAhram's  comespondent in  ated such high praise and sparked such had no mercy for the poor. “Indeed,
society withont rtainting bex _honour.” young, as what they sec on i ja wrote, “The theatrs was so  harsh criticism that the administration of ~many doctors treat the poor in their own
The concept of a public spirited, but vir-  ables them to experien : very successful, it  foll that thers was standing room only.  the troupe has resolved to stage a special  clinics free of charge and. sometimes,
ions woman was represented in the old age while they are still in their was the opinion of several Al-Ahram  Among the audicnce were princes, dig- performance of the play in the Printania  pay for their patients’ medicine and
play by the character of Dr Amina. i itics were as en- readers involved in the “renaissance of nitaries and prominemt men-of-lcticrs Theatre on Monday. Tickets will be even go as far as to buy them food.
I;,: Amina's antithesis was the type of - thusiastic. However, before trezting the  drama” in Egypt that writers such as Fa-  whom no one had ever seen anending a  available at nominal prices to enable  However, these doctors do ot bring in
controversy the play sparked, 'some rah Anton, who had Arabised the play, performance of an Arabic play before. those who were unable to attend the first  witnesses to testify (o their good deeds.
is i ] i i Bveryone's eyes were mansfixed upon performance to determine for them- Rather they practise their charity for the
social conditions and moval issues It the aclors gﬁnh;:'l:chcy persmr.tﬁﬁeld sclvalhnnhepm;%onminsnodﬁnglhm womofl@el?vctfet'_ﬂaguwmkmd

freeing Oriental womanhood from the A year previously, on 21 March 1912,  would be highly worthwhile if the gov-  their roles ginning of the can be considered offensive.” r compassion for the ill.™
?:unrs of am:im:mti :umm“ Portraying AI-Ay}::n wcleomgd home George Ab- emment used ilz means ofpersuasio‘i:a:o play 10 the ve?v end, so that the events Apparently. such was the outcry It is interesting that the criticism of
this cheracter was Susan Al-Fransawiya, yad whom “the khedive had sent on a  inspire these witers towards this end.” and lessons of the plays became in- against the character of Dr Kubba, that Working Girls and Sulon Girls vecred
“the leader of the working women who smdy mission to “the greatest drama The issee was also taken up by the delibly impristed in their minds and the govemnor of Cairo was forced 1o In-  off into a debate involving the sensitiv-
iaim that their self-reliance and in- schools in Eorope where be proved his  French laguage newspaper Le Progres  beans.” Mansura and Tanta were also  tervene “in order to calm the tumplt”. ities of 2 particular profession. While
;cpendr.nee entitle them to ‘absolute excellence in this ar.” When he which asked, “Why is It that the theatres  treated to similar gala performances, The govemor decreed that he would re-  many others joined in this debate, the
freedom with no restraints whatsoever mmed to Egypt, George Abyed “formed do not stage plays treating the morals where they were with equal ar-  fuse permission for the play to be staged  play itself and its subject-maner had not
a theame troupe and, selecting the finest and history of the people” Al-Ahramre-  dour. Then, in the aunmon of 1912, the again unless certzin alterations werc  been forgotien. For many years, the first

audi-

plays that are staged in the  identity of Al-Mutamassir, wonld that
best theamres in France.” it  strengthen his argument in the debate,
said “Nor does the play that 1s, if he wants to explore the facis
contain any more em- and not wage an anack against a person?
barrassing material than The issue under investization is the
the ordinary plays we se=  comportment of some (not all) doctors,
these days.” my good sir.”

George Abyad was Nazmi was not toc be put off. In a
guick 1o take advantage of lengthy anticle published in Al-Ahram
the commotion stimed by on 15 July 1913, he defended the med-
the first Arabic play. ical profession against all charges. It
Shortly after’ the opening was true that there were some excep-
performance, he published tions o the rule. be argued. Certain doc-
in advertisement which tors, for example, had made amange-
read, “Working Girls and ments to have their patients purchase
Salon Girls, by Farah An- their medicines at particular phar-
ton and staged by the macists. But that did not necessarily im-
George Abyad Theare ply a complicity at the patients’ ex-
Troupe last week, gener- pense. He also denied that physicians
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modclofmomlooungeaﬁdanadvmte theatrs troupe and the playwnight.
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on the dicsates of their whims.” : h : i i ipt. Kubba i Arabi continued 1o be the subject

As wras tha cnstom io those days, the  plays to present to the Egyption audi- phied that the reason was lack of finds. tronpe Icft Egypt for a tour of Algeria made in the script. Kubba was stripped ic play e the subj
ST - seres thea- demonstrated the frits of It would not be Jong before the hopes and Tunisia. It was when it returned in  of his professional title and “Monsiewr™  of critical assessment, which serves as
playwright distributed a bandbill to be e % ing of 1913 that George Abyad substituted instead. an indication of the healthy beginnings

ind i education, -efforts and ise.” The pinned o an indi roduced Ar- the (
outlining “the subject-matter . e e com- ""-’“S;,y wete mgenoml lisedyv?ith the pro- and Anton began their collabora-  In Al-Ahram of 14 June 1913, Al-  of this art in Egypt. At the beginning of

I8 duction of Worling Girls and Salon tiononthe glﬁ.; f“un:fﬂSdIdgd (?rr?rb;l play. gmmamassir responded to a?e:b .acu'oi umzlo;ha _cenmt::nzr!.‘as at;hngend. pc:l;:ll:
; o sometimes had left their original profession, Girls. - Working Girlsa ont Girls galvan- His response was quite ic: “A  involved in eatre industry w
nplmnedﬂﬂ:ﬁllmofm_‘m_ ﬂo o - In the iierim, the George Abyad ised Eu.bic opinion. The well-known handful of physicians have made an up-  watch the stage curtain close at mid-
forced to themselves and their families  loss, but in the pursait of the honour w - Traupe moved from strength to strength, pediamician, Dr Hafez Afifi, roar over “Working girls and salon night and wake up the following day to
o themselves from falling to  serve their nation in a manner that is not  expanding its repertoire and extending  was one of the first to criticisc the play. girls™ in the name of the honour of eve-  read the critique of the performance in

’“dl fo protect e women of the sa- yet fully appreciated by the genersl pub-  their outside Cairo. A sec-  “The play in effect was the type of pop- 1y doctor on the face of the carth, as  the moming newspapers-

|s sresented this category of female. lic, and a group of professional actors,- ond play that was bighly successful was  ular skit that is better performed in ¢of-  though there were not among their col-

mmmugﬂsmm,w,ashe whose natral talents have been honed  Louis XII fechouse theatres, where the stage is set  leagues, a few, or even many, of more
lncpnu&_ WWM“" " by lengthy training under the tutelage of ~ As would have been expected, the for singing and dancing™ he wroie. deplorable characier than Dr Kubbn.
put i, . 'cull;'l to foreign women Sheikh Salama Hagezi and then per- troupe’s first performance outside Cairo  Quickly. however, the writer amrives 2t  Clearly they want to convince public
plied uﬁ ﬂm.? ial lure, enthrall - fected their new director.” . took place in Alexandria In a three- his main point. The pluywright had por-  opinion thai doctors are flawless and
o, ¢ the Orient, mesmerise  The st pesformance féa-  night pala, it sped Oedipus, Lovis X1 ieyed Egyptian prochitioners of the made of the same substance as angels
m:irymgds,mwke their money and keep tared Oedipus, steged in the Royal Op- and Orhello. Describing this unjque medical profession as “drunks and de-  and saints.

&

ence,
T the play and the concept upon which tronpe itself was made up of (wo
B s oo . Thus, Farah Anton  ponets:
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tion Chametz to take over the city.

Chametz means yeast in
Jaffa, launched on

6 (1948-1998) 2 Al Abram - e, thEt
e — 2L ah Wnial
i} . . - s A ‘a’w
iberi n 18 April, Haifa on the 23rd; then it was the RS i
. ;l'l:t::r::s:' ;::;,oa city \rrhi(,:h was nof included in the UN parti- . E .-5-‘ .-.izbﬂ-z;!
tion plan as part of the would-be State of Israel. Between 23 o -Hf::_‘; Ae
April and 13 May, the people of Jaffa fought desperately to IS :;--#m-!
save their town from the land grab of Plan Dalet and Opera- ST

After the
matriculation

At first it seemed that the
Zionists’ assauit on Jaffa couid
not succeed. But. as
ibrahim Abu Lughod.
then a student in his final year
of high school. recalls. the
Palestinian population was
soon forced 10 realise that the
enemy had got the upper hand

On the eve of e UN Paruiion Resolu-
tion. kula's Arab poepulasen nembered
raver 7000, By and lurge they supported
the raditivnal Palesrinizn leadership head-
ed by Huji Amin Aj-Husweini, the Grand
Multi. theugh be himself had been exiled
and wax then residing in Cuire. To orzan-
i resistance, two pembers of the Arab
Higher Commitice. Sheikh Hassan Abon
Al-Sceud and Ratig Al-Tamimi. wers sent .
e Jarta o supervise the establishment of a
Nutional Commutiee., The compositon of
the Jaftu Nutional Commitiee reflected the
rher consen e keanings of the major- -
ity though it Jid include some vounger
people whee stood for foss gopsenutive
trends. Besides the <upporiers of Haji

Amin. there was also a Christian repre-

witcation dmd  some clements from e
Ciiy Cooncil. The Mavor, Dp. Youssef -
Heikal, was excluded becavse he was con- -7
sidered o be an enemy of the raditonal
supperters of Hajj Amin, and a supporter =27
of king Abdullah.

The formation of this commitiee repre-
sented o significent development in the .. -
atempt o 01l the political vacuum fefy *
affer the crushing of the 1936-1959 reve
olutivn. But it also retlected the belief
that 4 decisive bantle with the Zionists
was approaching. though 1 do not think
we redlised just how decisive that barde
wa2s moing (o b,

The commitiee was provi-ionaily located in
Sahat Al-Sa’a Jthe square where the clock
standi] near an old Ottoman building called the
paluce, which was once a4 coun. During No-
vember the Comnutice moved for security rea-
sons 10 another headguarters in the neightwur-
hood of Ajami. where the French Ambassador o
Lsruel new Tives, Many studems volunteered o
work with the Comminee.

I mvselt was then a studeot at Al-Amriva see-
vndary school in my final vear, preparing for the
marsiculution exam. T siill remember raging de-
bates with our teachers. and especially with vor
history teacher. Zohdi Jar-Ajlah. He was the
first o predict that the Pamition resolution
would be passed in the UN. and he used 10 be-
lieve — though he did not say so in public —

hametz

many scattered countries and tongues. and more-
over being divided into Ashkenazi and Se-
phardic — would inevitabiy lack. In shore there
was a heliel that the Jews were generally cow-
ards. Thus the people of Jaffa. as well as the
members of the Nutional Committee. believed
that if they made ready a bit and if the British
army did not interfere on the side of Jews. us it
had done previously. then they were sure to
emerge viclorious.

They believed this. despite the fact that the
National Committee had aot succeeded in mob-
ilising people or in finding a substantial number
whe were willing (o engage o military action,
and despite the fact that the results of the first
encounters between the Arabs and the Jews had
oot been promising. Indeed. the Jewish forces

10 end, and they began o pin their hopes on the
arrival of the Arab military forces 1o rescue them.
We used to follow attentively the news of the
delegations that were dispatched 10 Damascus
{the hecadquarters of the military commirtee
formed by the Arab League). or to Cairo. or to
Amman to alk to King Abdullah.

At the beginning, those who left Jaffa were the
affluent. They werc ashamed of their desertion,
and gave various excuses for leaving, such as
that they were going to Cairo for a honeymoon
(my family squatted in a flat of a pewly-wed
couple who mnever rehuned from their hon-
eymoaon); that they were haviog to go abroad for
medical treatment or for some other personal
emergency: and so on. We voung ones used to
view these people with disdain and talk about

22 April 1948,
(Passover). During the mon
housewives are obliged to ri
nants of yeast (chametz) products. it was

. The Zionist offensive to occupy
bs Aori coincided with the Jewish feast of Pesach

th preceding the Pesach, Jewish
id their households of any rem-

e o, T

the rates, especially when our friends and rel-
adves began (o be among those leaving.

We continued collecting this tax until 23
April. when the combined force of the Haganah
and the Irgun succeeded in defearing the Arab
forces stationed in the Manshiya quarter ad-
jacent to Southern Tel-Aviv. On that day. as we
Tealised that an artack on the centre of Jaffa was
imminent, I and my family decided that they had
to be evacuated temporarily. We rented a van,
into which we crammed all the women and
young children and sent them to Nablus. T and
may elder brother Yehia remained behind to “de-
fend” our city.

Life had become very difficult for those who
remained, and people were getting more desper-
ate by the day, with no leadership to guide them.

no coincidence,

Jafta, 1958

for something (o eat all. but in vain. At X pm we
beard the siren of the Prince Alsxander. and we
looked at each other thinking this mirhg be vur
last opportunity. We ran swiftly to the barge and
returned to the ship. At 3.30p.m on Mondax 3
May. 1948, we set sail for Beiru. A daw after
our departure. Dr. Youssef Heikal. the Maxnnr of
Jaffa, left for Amman where he reportd thit not
a single Arab remained in Jaffa. On {1 My,
however. according to the Associated Press.
there were still 2,000 Arabs out of the more than
70.000 in the city.

I arrived in Beirut on 4 May. ! believed that
we would be returning to Jaffa in a couple of
weeks. But it was in Nablus, while sining idly
in a café one day ip July 1948, that 1 heard the
results of the Palestine Matriculation Examina-

RIETS BB W

thut we had w accept the resolution. as we  Wwere quickly able 1o establish mosi of the areas  how typical their desertion was of the behaviour Leaving the city bad become difficult, as the tion broadcast over Radio Israel 1 and mv ~ I b
woutld lose if we went to war with the armed Zi-  bordering on the Jewish guarters as no man’s  of the rich and well-to-do. Haganah bad cut the Jand road, and the only way friend Shafig Al-Hour had passed the exam. 1 P
onists. land. and the majority of the Arab inhabitants in On 24 Januvary, the Palestinian Education out was the sea with all its risks. Then on 3 May sent him a czble in Beirut, and armed with the -
Though we very much respected our history those areas had o relocate 10 safer parts. This  Council announced that the Palestine Matricula-  word began to spread — until this day I do not Matriculation he was able to enroll a1 the Amer- 5y
teacher. we used to think thar said all this be-  did not directly lead to any deterioration in Arab  tion Examination would start oo 30 March, rath-  know how. as there were no press, and the radio  ican University in Beirue. 1. for my part. left for rmmats
capsc he was a relafve of Sheikh Hossam El-  morale during the first few weeks, as evervone  er than in June as usual. Afier the exams ended  was not the soarce for that item of news — thar  Amenica, where my certificate reached me by -
Din Jar-Allak. Sheikh Amin Al-Husseini's op- was too busy following reports of the battles and and we were free, some of the students vol- the last ship that would be making a humanitar- mail in December 1949, thus enabline me to .
popent .who had obtained more voles than Hajj the destruction, apalysing the simation and unteered to work for the National Committee. ian relief mission, a Belgian ship called the pursue my education there. The next time ! saw :
Amin in the elections for the post of the Grand drawing lessons. while the local press kept re- The committee had decided to levy a tax on eve-  Prince Alexander, was in the port ready to take Jaffa was on 8 Dec. 1991, In the company of
Mufti. but was never appoinied. as the British assuring them thar all would turn out well. How-  ry family who insisted o leaving. With my two  whoever wanted lo leave. My friend Shafiq Al-  Mohamed Ma'ri. then a member of the Knesset i
for their own political reasens chose to give the  cver. insights into the true gravity of our sitva-  friends Safiq A)-Hout and Mohamed Lasawi. I  Hout had already left for Lebanon with his fami- [ inspected every street. alleyway. school and .
job 1o Hajj Amin, tion did begin gradually to emerge. worked in a branch of the committec based in  ly. By then there was 'only myself. Mohamed market. Though Jaffa is my city. | could not -
Now._ when I think of those days. I am inclined During the first three weeks following the UN  the headquarters of the Muslim Yoath Associa- Lassawi and a third friend from the old city left.  help feeling that the life that rups throush its ") PR
tw think that the inhabitants of Jaffa in general Partition Resolution people began lo evacuate the  tion near the port of Jaffa. Qur job consisted The three of us went to the port, taking nothing  veins today is a very different life from the one e
believed — like most of their fellow Pul- frontline disrict. and by the end of December mainly of barassing people 1o dissuade them with us. We got on the barge which was car-  that I had jived, st
estinians throughout the land — thai the Pal- 1947 ali these areas had become a oo man's land.  from leaving, and when they insisied. we would rying leggage out to the ships standing out 10
estinian was braver than the Jew and more ca- Those who had had lo leave their homoes began o begin bargaining over what they should pay. ac- sea one kilometre away from the port. In 15 -
pable of standing hardship. They thought that, as  adapl to the new sitation, renting or squatting  cording to how much luggage they were car- minutes we reached the ship, but at the last mo- An expanded Arabic version of this article will o onT
the country belonged 10 the Arabs. they were the  houses that had been deserted by their owners  rying with them and how many members of the ment we felt ashamed of our desertion and de-  be appearing soon in a special issue of the Ra- ERINE
ones who would defend their homeland with when they fled the city to safety. Those who re- family there were. Al first we set the taxes high.  cided to tum back to the port. We stayed on the  maliah-based periodical  Al-Karme]l  com- o
zeal and parriotism. which the Jews — being of  mained began to wonder when all this was going  Then as the situation deteriorated. we reduced barge. We spent the whole afternoon searching memorating 50 years of Arah dispossession. St
. - Lok
~On the night the UN issued the part - Abdel-Qader Yassin, veleran Palestinian polit- I i
gmkmmm rt;m ajnﬂffmgfseu;i?: . o s c I ical aciivist, recounts-his last sight of Jaffa in 1948 were the barges mTllswtl;Eeu::dm?f\: -
roke OuL across 1 F - . PR . .
changed. Since then npothing has ever m?:li ‘Ele]:h'ps =:?d5" We ‘;";'; R~
tieen the same. [ was ten years old at the - barges like sardd!'eds_ 3 esC 5 o
time and [ had four ssters and an infant , Some went 1o Egypt. fike v hariir: s ®
other, arents. together wi 5 . L. . M ¥
f':;tmt:; otl'yf;}nily_ decided 1o leave the peigh- would-be Isracli state. we knew the Zionist balance of power favourcd the Jews. They had  our press. which republished a story fom the  Jaffa had 736130%mj:hﬁa;;.“kd to Gazz. | recall that .
pourhood where we used to live., El-Manshia, gar_xgs would not stick to the declared borders. advanced weapons, well-wained fighters and am-  New York Times. Besides this tewifying news, fensive, only 5,000 itants. After the Jewish of- P o
which was now on the front line, us we were Being so close to Tel Aviv was another factor ple ammunition. The Arabs. on the other hand, Ihe Arabs in Jaifa feared they would not be able “In E g all ther;;“"?"‘.i ’ =
very tlose 10 Tel Aviv. We moved to a botel  that intimidated most of the ﬂee_mg families. were running out of everything. To make things  to defend their honour if they were attacked BY the ncwg_r,yga by do csu_m:a.r.; refugecs_ followed e
downtown called El-Inshirah and stayed there for who were cxpecting a ﬁerce_ Jew_:sh assault. [ worse, the Bnsh troops !:landed over their mil- the Jews. They were afraid that their WOMEN  read th Y );r L_'lf_' a.nr:‘ it was my daily task (o >
around four months until the fighting broke out remcember visiting El-Manshia with my father  itary camps (o the Zionists prior 10 their de- would be subject o the humiliation of Deir Yas- ipq :hue mr:’hour h::jl““ﬂ'_'ate_ I remember read- L
again in April three days after the partition resolution and see-  parture from Palestine. _ ~ sin. Twas young, but I sepsed just how much this Eg neighbourhood remained were besicged in -
“The lewish families who were close to the  ing three Haganah fighters dressed in black My father. iike many Palestinians. didn't join  worried the people in Jaffa. Having four sisters fom rlm ine the; of Ajami and were prevented o
front line retreated then teo. So there was a void  crawling towards the Arab quarter. They wore  the Arab fighters simply becausc there werent was enough reason for us to leave, as the Jews more P a]‘mpa. ';Id“"“ycd homes. Lager on. as i
that was immediately filled by the fighters from beaten back by Arab fighters. but anyone could  enough weapons. The vast majority of fighters considered everything and cveryone in the vil- o o esnmmean; ocked 10 Egvpt. we were 10ld -*
both sides. From the night we departed El-  see that a war was coming, even before the Ha-  used o buy their weapons with their own money.  lages they invaded as theirs, arte :g_,r the ?“"Sh gangs entered the Arab
Manshia tll the time the fighting started again, g:ma_.b launched its  aftack against Jaffa in  as the Pafestinian political Ieadership could not “When the Zionists launched their onslaughrt og gumber Fi all of Jaffa ihey. sfaughtered a M
Jaffa was Jike a ghost ciry. ) Agnl. . ; ; o afford 1o supply us. On top of that, most of the Jaffa, they surrounded it on three sides, lsaving who m;:aglggocmt and_ unarmed civilians. Those .
wTel Aviv was the majer point of Jewish con- On later visits, some of my fathers” friends  available weapons were really old. the fourth, which was the port, free, Then they dead 0 stay alive did so only by playing
vergence. It was the headquarters of the Jewish who had remained in El-Manshia told us how the  “Nevertheless, morale in Jaffa was quite high. bombarnded us with mines, as Menachem Beigin d among the corpses, so that the Jews wouldnt o
-'\ggm:y ‘and the Ziomist leadership. Limited Arab fighters suffered from lack of ammunition. Despite the scarcity of weapons and ammunition, later admitted in his book, The Revoir, ::uce :hu;elrﬂ.;j Once the Jewish fighiers walked .
fighting broke out from time Lo time between the Each fighter had onls:_ five bullets. The machine victory seemed very close at certain points. It When the shelling began, everyone rushed to ﬁl‘s?l.'.;oa: estinians ran to the port and ook the
Acabs and the Jews. but it was always coatained.  guns they used were either the British-made 3035 was so close that on 19 March. America's UN the port, including my family. T can still re- v n or ship they saw. _ .
Before the partition resolution. it was common o ltalian oncs brought from Egypt's Wesiemn  representative asked the UN 1o cancel the parti- member the noise of the hombs, getting closer  of Lhe“fr \;Sllcd my home in Jaffa again. Many ot
for the Arabs to visit Tel Aviv. But once the res- dciscrt by the Nntlﬂdl;l:] mwgee in Jaffa. fion resolulion. because be felt that the Jews and closer to the porw as the weak Arab defence 1975(& }\; 0 wanted 1o see their homes after _ -
olution was anaounced, everything changed: in-  *T used to road the three daily Jaffa-bascd Ar- might be defeated. But on 9 April the Jewish graduslly coliapsed, had oot do 50, The Jewish families who g
abic papers: Al-Defa'a (Defence). Phalestine  gangs deliberately commined the Deir Yassin  ~When we left Jaffa, we all thought we'd retury occupied their homes denied them cntry. so 4 i

stead of pormal life. there was mumal boycot

and wo warring partics. ) )
“The partition Prcsoluliol] was like 2 war sig-

nal. Even though Jaffa was not included in the

(Palestine} and AI-SIm’a{: (The People). It way
evidemt from the malerial they published and
from what I heard from the older people. that the

massacre 1o demoralise the Arabs. and it worked.
“We all heard about the massacre. 1 remember
that 1 read extensive coverage of the horrors in

when the Arab armies liberated our land. The
scene of that deparure is still clear in my mingd,
Thousands gathered at the port and the only thing

they died of grief. But [ don'y want to dia"
Interview by Amira Howeidy
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therefore,_ that the Haganah duhbé:! its drive to expel
the Arah inhabitants of Jaffa “Operation Chametz®. The
codename signified e

The Arab

70,000. The Arab fighters trying to hold back the Jew-
ish attack were 450 of the city’s inhabitants, beside an-
other 300 fighters from the Arab Liberation Army
formed by the Arab League. Jaffa was in a most vuiner-
able position because of its proximity to Tel Aviv,
where the largest Jewish population (170,000) was

Jaffa: Land of .Qranges::_-"' Haifa: Wadi Al-Nisnass & Abbas Street

When we had 1o leave Jaffa for Acre there

atlack on Acre the picmye became

able position. Acre was di ing bit
by bit in the folds of the up-hill roads
leading to Rass El-Nagoura [Lebanon].

alighted from beside the driver, took an

orange, gazed at it silenily, then began to
weep like a helpless child

Tiberias: Sea of miracles -

Thirty years I was on a ffight from
LondontoNaeEonnﬂ:.Towmdoﬂ'lbe

tedium of conversation with unkoown

fellow-travellers I had taken a book
slopg. But here was an American man
in the seat beside me and Americans:
Touming to me, the Americsp man
said: “T am So and So, from Such and
Such a state.”

“And I am So apd So, from Tiberas,”

“Yes. The coontry you [Americans]
heiped usarp and where yon founded a
state yoa call Israel.”

“Oh, IsracL Right. Now I know where
it is. But where exactly is Tiberias in Is-
rael?™ | )

“It's on the west bank of Lake Tiber-

ias, or what you call in English the Sea

of Galilee.” 3
“lknowlha}:ﬂmad Wa&
but my memory fails me. you re-
mindﬂleofthefamous figures assocCiat-
ed with 17" . .
“Christ, for one, came to Tiberfas. He
wandered along its shores, walked oa its
waters and did pot drown. He made mir-
acles in Tiberias, fed the molitudes with
two or three fishes. There, at His ciy,
the swine from Trans Jordap became
mad and ran to their death. He bealed
the biind. raised the paralysed and
tarned the fishermen info philosophers
and exegetists.” - -

famous citizens””

“Fhere was Peter, the chief apostle of
Christ and Fis most loved disciple. And
.. and..”

I went on to enumerate the names of

11 out of the 12 disciples, all of whom -

were from Tiberias and its Environs.
rusalem — Judas Jscariot, who betrayed
his master and sold him to the Jews for
30 pieces of silver.” R
95 & '\l‘e.ly msistent nel "

He W mfmme_namofm
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_ xactly what the opera
tended: an ethnic cleansing of the Arabs. _
inhabitants of Jaffa numbered around

By Ghassan Kanafani

L

Jaffa where he received 2

Syria .
= Moved to Beirat in 1961,
‘where he wrote novels, short
stories, political acticles and
::ietedﬂ-ﬂ'adaf,lhem‘gmof
Popuaiar Front for the
Liberation of Palestine.
Appeinted officiai spokesman of
the Popalar Front in 197,
*-Was blown up in a car
explosion, which also killed his
nieee,in.lulymzl;fmidthe
a serap of paper from
Embassy in

the Isracli
Copeahagen wes found,a -
reminder of the fate awaiting
those who foaght Israel

In Rass El-Nagoora omr vehicle stood
gan to band in their 1o the police- -
men who were there for that perpose.
Then it was our turp. ] saw pistols and ma-
chice guns thrown omto & big table, saw

Lebanon o the winding roads, leaving ..
.the land of orangés far behind, and then'1”
too coied bitrerly. Your mother was still si- - -

Jeatly gazing at the oranges, and all the
orenge trees your father had left bebind to
the Jews glowed in his eyes.. As if all
those clean trees which he had booght one
by one were mirrored in-his face, And in
Ius eyes tears, which be coald not help hid-
ing in front of the oificer at the police sta-
tion, were shining.

When in the afiernoon we reached
Sidon we had become refugees.

By Anis Sayigh

(M-m;mmﬁ‘g-om_e-
PLO"s Research Centre in Bej-
rui, {1966-1976). .

» The tarpet of three Istoel
sasination attempts, one of them

@ letter bomb, in 1972, which Jeft
bim N

blind.
* Presently, resides in Beirut.

Muslims, Jews and Crusaders who were
either born in Tiberias or lived there. He
just couldn’t get enough and kept asking
for more... but I had nm ow of names. |

knew I had io.dredge up some name --

with which 1o end the litany, before we
could both fall silent.

Finally, I said: “Anis Sayigh™ - _

“I've pever heard that name before,
Could you please spell it out for me so
that I can look it op in the Encyclopedia
Americana. There's not one famoss per-
sonwho'spot in L™ :

I said: “S-A-Y-I-G-H.". )

fion in-

I claim to be one of those who cannot see the moon ex-
cept lor its luminows side. I is thus ] find fostification
for those Jewish friends with sensirive sonis who claim
they do not bebeve it when we declan: that we wam a
lasting peace based on a Palestinian state alongside an
Lsraeli one. 1 find excuses for their mistast, telling my-
self and my people that their suspicion of our
intemtions comes from their sense of guih at everythmg
they have commined against us, expressed voce in
Moshe Dayan's phrase: “if we were in their place...”

There is no place for “if” i acmual hisory. However.
if you want io argue using such logic, then I would say
that if we were in your place we would not have al-
Jowed cur reactionary forces to do 10 you what your
forces of reaction have done io ns. Fonhermore, [
would add tha il you combined all the “ifs™ in all the
languages of the world, you would be unable to justify
a single harm -— pot even the minutest — that you have
wreaked oo what you call “the other people™...

Umm Wadie was unable 10 overcome the shock of
those days [1948]. By then her life was behind her. and
most of her sons and grandchilidren were scattered in
the diaspora. Opce she came down o the premises of
our old political clnb in Wadi Al-Nisnass 10 participate
in a joint Arab-Jewish women's ing. Thosc were
days of a raging general election ign. The Jewish
speaker wns emphasising our swruzgle for the rights of
the Palestinian refugees 1o retum 10 their homes. Umm
Wadie imerrupted her saying: “Will my sens and
daughters retum?™

Taken aback, the Jewish-Humgarian speaker replied:
“They will renrn when peace is achieved.” “Lics,”
shouted Umsn Wadie, “my son Emile never lies to me.
He wld me that their renim — if ever they remumn —
will take a long time. By ther I won™t be here to see
them: I'll be in my grave.™

Ever since that meeting, and without me knowing, it
became her costom o go secretly 1o a comer of Ab-
bas Garden pear our hounse. She would lean against a
stone shaded by an olive tree and bemoan her destiny
— lonely and separated from her children. especially
the youngest son Naim. .

“Naim, where are you now? What has happened to
you without me?"

Lile did I know of her newly acquired habh until one
day I overheard my rwo danghiers playing at bemng Gran-
ny Umm Wadiebe- saning “O Nazm™.

That year Umm Wadie left us, crossing the Man-
delbaum Gate on her way to her children who had
taken refuge in Damascus, [t was there, in Damascus,
and-not in Shafa Arare [her-pative village, now- parl
of Israel] that her soul remmed to fis maker.

“As for you, you cam stay. Your life is before you.
and you can afford 1o wait until they remrn."

Those were the last words of my mother, Umm Wa-
die, when we paried on the Israeli side of the Man-

based. Tel Aviv was also the base for the Haganah’s
Kiryati Brigade, with its 3,000 fighters; 15km south-east
of Jaffa the Haganah’s Givati brigade, with an equal
number of fighters, was stationed. The Arabs fought
desperately for 10 days, but on 3 May, the Arab com-
mander in charge of the defence of the city, Michel Al-
Issa, cabled to the Arab League Military Committee in
Damascus: “There are no forces left to defend the city.
All the inhabitants have already left. The British author-
ities advise that Jaffa is declared an open city.” A few
days later, there were oniy 500 Arabs left in Jaffa

delbaum Gare.

I remained. [ retumed 10 Hufa and wrote my very
Itrst story as a citizen of the Stzte of Israel, It wa- en-
ithed “Mundefhaum Gazs™,

And I remainad. But, unnl ikis day, and for a5 jung
as [ live, I think of my mother as having remained
with me, for mothers are of the rocts.

E LY ]

In our neighbourbood [Abbas Siceet in Haudfzl. the
search for those Arab women who [after leawing in
1138] had smuagled themselves in alony with their
children pever ceassd, Those womes of the noich-
bourhood who were registered used 10 tzke shots 2t
the botiom of the neighhourhood staircase to 2len the
rest whenes or there was a search raid. .

Ameng the residents of e oei urhoend aere tua
Jewish women. one Polish maarsied 10 a Pole, tre vther
from Tiberias, zlso marrded 1o a Pole. The larer snoke
Arbic like a native — indae?. she was ananve She was
humourons... and, when 7t was ker <hift... wed 10 2len
evervone in a mock-Polish accented Arahic. Ax for the
Folish woman. she tried ker hardest w give ber Arabic
th: inionations of an Arab from the mibe of the Prophet
Mohammed. Her name was Masha, and her hushand’s
pame was Leon. They had a daughter, the same ape as
wy children, whom Masha used 1o uxke along w. her vigil
at the bottom of the staircase... The child would run up
the stairs, alerting the humead women so that they would
run carrying their children to the Abbas Garden. | allow
myx<lf bere to divulge the names of Masha and her bus-
band because they couldn': bear 1o remain in our ill-zed
alley, nor could they bear 1o be with s and vet segnegat-
ed from us. They left the country and emigrated io Can-
ada. As for the woman from Tiberias and her Pelish hus-
band. I kecp their names hidden in my innennost soul.
She was the one who insisied at the beginning of every
raid that the hunied women and their children should
hide in her house. The women wonld reply: “Nov. our
oood neighbous. Enough what we are suffering. Why
should you and your children suffer too? Al least when
we hide in Mount Karmel, they won't be able i+ harm a
tree or a stone we hid behind.™

Tk

One summer evening in 1993, I rewned 10 my
house in Nazareth to find a female voice recorded on
my answering machine. Masha and ber busband Leon
were staying with a friend in a boase... near Tel Aviv.
She was speaking in English, and she asked me 10 ury
and phone them soon before their rewm w Canada. 1
tmamediately called the number she had left on the an-
swering machine and. giving my name, asked 1o
speak to Masha or Leon He came 1o the telephone
first, and informed me, in English, that they were on
their way back to Canads 1that same night and that
they had tried to reach me several Hmes but got no re-
ply at my home. In a tremulous voice, he insisied tha
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By Emile Habibi

e~

o

= Born in Haifa in Avgust, 1921,
where he remained nntil his
death in May 1996,

» Joined the Communist Party
in the 1%40s and was member of
the Israeli Knesset from
1953-1972.

* Began writing short stories in
the 1960s, and was
editor-in-chiel of the
Communist Party’s Arabic
newspaper, Al-Itihad, in the
1970s. Resigned from the
Knesset in 1972 tn wrile his first
novel: Saeed the Pessoptimisi,
depicting the life and [ortunes
of an Armb citizen of the state of
Israel Published in 1974, it was
an instant success. and remains
one of the preatest of modern
Arabic novels.

I should visit them in Canada, as soon as possible,
then passed Masha on to me. Her voice sounded as
if she was weeping. She pleaded with me 10 visit
them as soon as possible in Canada, before her bus-
band’s imminent death. I didn't wish to tell her that
1 was in the same boas 25 her husband, and promnised
that we would meet soon,

Our neighbour from Tiberias had already died,
having buried her husband. Although my children
and their children had grown up rogether, it would
seem that life made them drift apart — L. for one,
would rather not think of any other reasons for the
total break of communication between ouor offspring.

The refugees who in
1948 flooded the
Gaza Strip from all
over Palestine had

- fwo links with the
outside world: the
narrow road through
the 200 miles of the
Sinai Desert to Cairo,
and the

g Mediterranean Sea.

' Both links were cut
off by the 1967 war.
The photo shows
Palestinians leaving
the Gaza Strip on
small fishing boats

{pholo: UNRWA)

jotied down the letters which he mtoned

our house and the scashore where the
Lido, the most famous and certainly the
classtest establishmemt in torth Pal-
estine, once stood. This was built in the
30s by a German man cafled Grossman.
During the war, the British charged him
with Nazi svmpathies and threw him in
prison where he commited suicide
Then the Jews took over the Lido and
changed i1s nmame, in revenge against
Grossman. One of the things [ re-
member ig that Grossman had 2 sign at
the entrance which said. in Arabic, Eng-
lish and German, Jiterally: “Dogs and
Jews Forbidden on the Premises.”..

Our gardencr was the brother of the
gardener a1 the Lido. so oor family and
the Grossmans used o trade Howers and
compare notes about them, and on feast
days we'd exchange gifts with them. I,
of course, used 1 get the lion's share of
the lovely German 1oys and clothes, be-
ing the youpgest son, apd therefore
spoilt rotten by everyone, even the Na-
zis. Indeed; the Grossmans, the hospital
doclors.... the minister and the Scorish
Protestants — all used 10 call me “the
linde minister” because, like my father, 1
am plump and have a rohmd face set in

a big head. though obvinusly 1 was not,
a1 the time, bald like myv father, The so-
briquet did not Bother me at 2l because
it guaranieed that | would ge1 most of
the nice presemis, What did canse me
distress was that people always pinched
my checks by way of greeting, par-
ticularly during visits. How | cnvied my
brothers their lean checks which nobody
ever pinched...

« Adjoining our house inlapd was Yak-
fi; an elegant villa built by a Sconish {or
maybe Australian, I can no longer re-
member) retired missionary called Miss
Vanen. Some of the simple townswomen
used 1o call her El-Sin Miss Vanen, My
father, who for veasons unknown to me,
misirusted ber, used 1o say thar she was
Armepjan and thal her real name was
Vartanian but that she had changed il w
claim she was Scorish or Australian and
therefore blue-blooded.

Miss Vanen had wo infirm, ejderdy
women living with her who in their
youtk used 10 help her spread the word.
One of them, Sin Mariam. was a Sumni
Mustim from Syria. while the other, Sit
Saadi, was a Dmuz irom “Ebiah. Leb-
anon. They had both converted to Chris-

tanity long before we met them, and in
fact before they came to live in Yakfi as
Miss Varten's gucsts. With the passing
of time Miss Vanen died, followed by
Mariam, and Saadi was lefi alone. She
was poor. and my mother felt somry for
her, so she invited her 10 have lunch
with us every day of the year. But Saadi
was so frail and sickly that she couldn't
come and go on her own. My brother
Mounir and 1 used o 1ake <hifis going
over 1o the villa 10 collect and then es-
cart her back. Sin Saadi's only worldly
possession was a gold watch.

Whenever [ went 1o fetch Sitt Saadi
she would say she had willed her warch
io me after her death, as an expression
of gratiude and 1'd be overjoyed, only
o discover that the following day she
had said the same thing to my brother
Mounir on his shifi. So it was that, be-
tween Motmir and Anis, the promise of
the waich allemared 360 tmes a year.
Then Saadi died while we were away at
boarding schools {Mounir in Beirut, [ in
Jerusalem). I siili do not know 10 whom
the watch fel! — exactly like Palestine,
promised us but lost in 2 moment of for-
aetfulness, to become Isracl.

= L A
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Tho Arabic sources for the above fexts are: Kanafan?s short story “The Land of the Sad Oranges”, coflected in his Complete Works, Beirut, 1975; Special issue of Masharif magazine, founded by Emile
Ha?:ibi commemorating the first anniversary of his death, Halfa, May 1987; and Anis Sayigh's book 13 Seplember, Beinut, 1994. All texts were translated from Arabic by Mona Anis and Hala Halim.
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Elusive Somali
reconciliation

The precarious Somali power-sharing and peace agreement concluded in Cairo must
still overcome constant factional strife, writes Gamal Nkrumah

Somalia has been without a central gov-
emment since the overthrow of the late
Somali President Mohamed Siad Bare
in 1991. The counry has been tom apart
by factional fighting. And lately. in spite
of determined mediation effons by
Egvpt and neighbouring African coun-
tmes. the bloodletting has flared anew.
The main reason is thal many Somali
leaders and foreign arms dealers stand
1o lose cnormous profis if the war
comes o an end. Swie coffers have long
since been emptied. but arms dealers
and tribal chiefs are making 7 guick Kli-
ing out of war. The sad irony is that So-
malia’s facdonal ieaders are among the
richest men in Africa.

Egypt and the Inter-Governmental Au-
thority on Drought and Development
(IGADEM — a grouping of seven east
African countries — have spearheaded
the Somali reconciliadon process.
IGADD delegated Ethiopia to oversee
the Somali reconciliadon process. but
Egvpr has played a kev role in bringing
factional leaders together. Last 26 De-
cember, Somali factional leaders signed
a power-sharing agreement in Cairo. A
planned reconciliation conference in the
strategic central city of Baidoa has besn
postponed several times in the past few
months. However. meetings are sched-
uied for Rome amd Nairobi to iron out
differences between Somali leaders.

But who are the most powerful of
these leaders and what are their political
agendas? Ome. Ali Mahdi Meohamed.
has wied in vain 1o reunite the National
Salvation Council (NSC' a grouping of
26 factions set up in January 1997 after
talks in Sidere — a mountain resort
toun on the ousskirts of the Ethiopian
capital Addis Ababa Another Teader,
Hussein Aidid, inherited the chair-
manship of the United Somali Congress-
Somali National Alliance (USC-5NAN
from his late father General Mohamed
Farah Aidid. The USC-SNA 1s domimar-
2d by members of the Habr-Gedir clan
of the Hawive tribe — Somalia’s largest

mikal confederaton. The NSC. which
includes imponant non-Hawiye leaders,
is a powerful coaliion of key Somali
factional and wibal groupings. Its raison
d'éue unil the Cairo declaration was
vonfronting the Aidid faction.

The two Hawiye leaders came under

the spolight recenty when they bro- -

kered the release of 10 foreign aid work-
ers who were Kidnapped on 15 April.
The two leaders said that the hostages®
release [ast Friday was armanged by “tra-
didional channels™ and that no ransom
had been paid — a claim confirmed by
the International Commirtee of the Red
Cross. But Hassan Al, one of the hos-
tage 1akers, told reporters that 5100,000
had been given to local militias to free
the hostages. However, the most coo-
wroversial aspect of the kidnapping was
the dubious role plaved by the inter-
pational media in sensationalising the
incident and. in the process., en-
dangering the lives of the hostages.

“We were all weated relatively well.
The most tense moment was created
when an ioernational camem rteam
forced its way info the compound where
we were kept after apparently paving off
our kidnappers. The foreign camera
team forced its entrance and actually
urged the kidnappers to freat us roughly
and incited them to create the most dra-
matic effect for the camera.” explained
Tehmas Guriner. 2 Swiss national. and
the only freed hostage to address a news
conference in Nairobi after his release.
World Television Network (WTN) and
Associdted Press Television (APTV)
were the only two foreign camera icams
to film inside the hostage compound.

Kidnappers scare the daylights out of
evervone, and when inwemational cam-
eramen zoom in on hardened militiamen
torturing  hapless hostages the world
witches and the intermational media
makes more money.

Ir is in this context that the inter-
national media exaggerates differences
between Egvpt and Ethiopia over So-

malia. The Cairo declaration is widely
seen as a personal triumph for Aidid and
for the Hawiye tribe in general. There is
strong resentment of Hawiye hegemony
and a fear that the reconciliation of the
Hawiye leaders, Aidid and Ali Mahdi
Mohamex, came at the expense of small-
er tribal groupings. After the Cairo dec-
laration, Mohamed appears to some of
his non-Hawiye NSC partners to bave
bemrayed their cause by siding with Aid-
id, his feliow Hawiye taibesman.

Barre's Marehan uibe which mono-
polised key army positions before
Barre’s demise are hostile to Hawiye
domination — a view shared by io-
fluential uibal leaders of the Darod tribe
such as General Omer Haji Mohamed,
leader of the Somali National Fromt
(SNF). and his rival General Aden Ab-
dullahi Nur Gabyow, leader of the So-
mali Patriotic Movement (SPM). The
SPM is an alliance of two powerful Dar-
od clans — the Majerten and the Mare-
han. However, the two clans have been
engaged in ferce fighting for the war-
toro southemn port of Kismayo. General
Mohamed Said Hirsi, Kismayo's mayor
and a deputy of Gemeral Gabyow has
long pointed an accusing finger at Aidid
and the Egyptian government for in-
stigaring violence in Kismayo, but both
the Egyptian authorities and Aidid deny
any involvement.

Gabyow and Colonel Abdullah Yusuf
Ahmed, stormed out of the Cairo rec-
onciliation talks only to sarface in Addis
Ababa and announce that they rcjected
the Cairo decilaration.

They both belong to the powerful Dar-
od tribe which feels marginalised by the
political dominance of the Hawiye tribe
and especially by the new legitimacy the
Caire declaration gave Somalia's two
most powerful Hawiye leaders — Aidid
and Mohamed.

Egypt's Depurty Assistant Foreign
Minister for African Bilateral Relations
Ambassador Faiza Abul-Naga told A/-
Ahram Weekly that. “'the most important

i April - 6 May i95 . -

tage-takers denied this (ohoto:AFP)

'I‘HStIlidaf!amu“am American Somah.,' tWQSWIﬁ,- aNorwegla.u,_ i SGCI':
man, a Belgian, a French nurse, 2 Kenyan, a South African and a Somali
were released in the Somali capital Mogadishu. The ten hostages
napped on 15 April by gunmen in porthern Mogadisha. Eigh

cently released hostages are Red Cross workers. The Kenyan and South Af-
rican are pilots. Factional leaders Ali Mahdi Mohamed and Hussein Aidid
worked together for the release of the hostages throogh traditiopal chanmels.
The Red Cross claims that no ransom was paid, but at least one of the bos-

were kid-
ioht of the re-

point to remember is that Egypt is one of
the few countries actually to bave an am-
bassador. Mahmoud Mostafa. posted in
Mogadishn, That in iself Is a re-
markable symbolic gesture as it signals
the importance Egypt attaches to its re-
lations with Somalia Egypt bas desp
historical. cultural and religions ties with
Sornalia and nobody has the right to in-
sist thar Somali reconciliadon efforts
have to take place exclusively within the
confines of 2 single country or a single
regional or intermational organisation.™
Referring to the rejection of the Cai-
ro peace accords by some Darod tribaf
leaders, Abul-Naga responded, “We
are not ant-Darod. We are for a rec-
onciliation of all Somalis. The Somali
ambassador to Egypt Abdallab Hassan
is himself a Darod from the Ogaden.
Of the 28 Somali leaders who came
for the Somali peace and rec-
onciliation accord preparatory meet-
ing, seven were Darod leaders. It is
true. two left. bot the five others re-
mained to sige the Cairo accords.”

The SNF's General Haji Mohamed is

a close ally of Ethiopia and his
have been fighting the forces of the
lamist Al-Rribad Al-Islami in the south-
em Somali region of Gedo. Ethippia
sounded the alarm bells a couple of
years ago when it warned that Al-Itihad
Al-Istami is instigating sectarian swrife
which threatens the security aund na-
tional interests of Ethiopia. Indeed, in
August 1996, Exhiopian troops crossed
the Ethiopian-Somali border and chased
Al-Tibad Al-Islami fighters deep into
their Gedo stronghold. The SNF joined
forces with the Ethiopians then, but it
seems that without Ethiopian military
intervention, the SNF was unable to
hold oa to territory it caprured from Al-
Itthad Al-Islami and has receatly suf-
fered severe military setbacks as a re-
sult. There is much specolation as to
whether Ethiopia will once again inter-
vene militarily to save its Somali allies.
All hopes are now pinned on more
peace and reconciliation talks in Rome,
. Nairobi, and Baidoa.
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Tutsi blood _
on French hands

machete, FRTH incited the Hutus o kill the mi-

Four years after the former Hutu-controlled Rwan- e
nority Tutsis, denounced as ailegedly “alien™ oc-

dan government embarked upon the massacre of executions.
an estimated one million ethnic Tutsis and their

Responding

peal, while the Pope expressed “sadness™ for the

to the mounting criticism, Minister

to FRTH, the “foreign™ Tutsis aimed to di

started thar year with repeated

Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) from their base in
cupiers of the land of Ethiopian origins. According Uganda, the French moved in as militacy advisers,
technical support personnel and even combatants

Executions of former Hutu leaders have begun in
Rwanda. But the call for justice goes beyond the con-
tinent of Africa, writes Faiza Rady, as an inquiry in
Paris séeks to implicate the Mitterrand administration

incursions by the

Hut “collaborators™, ‘justice’ has finally been
done. Twenty-two Hutu leaders — accused and

convicted of being among the masterminds behind

the genocide — were executed Jast Friday.

Hundreds of thousands of survivers. who lost
relatives in the bloodshed, red to witness the
executions in the Rwandan capital Kigali and in
the cities of Gikongoro, Nyamata, Murambi and
Cyasemakamba. In Nyamata, the crowd cheered
as the body of Gabriel Wachawaseme was riddied
with bullets by the execution squad. Com-
memorating the thousands of victims slaughtered
by Wachawaseme and his infamous cohorts, one
man shouted: “Wachawaseme was killed. This is a
lesson. This is right™

At the Kigali football field where Froduald Ka-
mira had once spread his message of hate, inciting
Hutus to exterminate the Tutsis — including their
children — tens of thousands watched him die
along with three fellow ideologues of Hutw su-
premacy. Kamira, former vice-president of the fas-
cist Democrstic Republicon Movement (DRM),
was convicted of helping plan and carry out the
1994 genocide. Of the 350 people iried in Rwanda
for genocide, 116 have been convicted and sen-
tenced to death and one-third have been sentenced
to life imprisonment. Meanwhile, more than

demn the executions. Still embarrassed by the im-
mediate withdrawal of UN peace-keeping forces
junnsmemassaatwmbcgunMgonG_Apnl
1084, and the UN's subsequent refusal lo imier-
vene in time to put an end to the bloodshed, Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan adopted a maierate
tone — only urging Rwandan President Pasteur
Bizimungu to ensure that “justice be done n ac-
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of State Pamick Mazimhaka explained that the
death penalty has been used in Rwanda for over a
century, first by the Belgian colonial authorities,
and by the Hut majority government for crimes
“that pale in comparnison”. “I dida’t hear the Pope
ask for forgiveness then.” said Mazimhaka Anne-
Marie, a Tutsi survivor, railed at the criticism, re-
ported the French daily Le Monde. 1 hear that Eu-
ropeans are concerned about the fate of these pris-
oners. Do you know, do you have any idea of
what was done to us here? I lost my busband and
three children. The [Hun:] militia men ordered my
19-year-old son to rape me. He refused and they
executed him” Rwandan homan rights activist
Jean-Bosco Iyamuremye also supponts the execu-
tons. “I always rejected the dealh penalty. But for
those responsible of genocide, 1 take a different
stand. We have to eradicate the ideology of gen-
ocide.”

Based on a racist hate campaign, the dis-
semination of this ideclogy. was facilitated by the
Tutsis” compromised historical legacy. They had
been rejected by many Hutus since their collabora-
tion with Belgian imperialism in the late 1800s.
Praised by the Belgians as superior to the Hutus,
the Twmtsis assimilated this identity which defined
them as “foreign™, with a distinctly superior racial
make-up. The Tutsis assisted the Belgians in gov-
erning the country, serving both foreign capital
and the intarests of their narrow class base.

Consequently. when the Hutus came 10 power in
the late 1950s, many Tutsis were executed for col-
laboration — while others soughi refuge in neigh-
bouring countries. Those who remained after in-
dependence were long regarded as a fifth column,

tiaily subservient o foreign powers. The eth-
nic divide survived, inspiring and fueling Hutu ex-

wemism. .

The fascist rdio station FRTH {Free Radio of
the Thousand Hills), that was instrumental in
sparking the massacres, actually borrowed its mes-
sage from European racism. Also known as radio

the poor of their small plots of land and re-
estzblish their o ive minority rale. Exploiting
deep-seated ps ical anxieties based on the
hated imperialist legacy and playing on the real
fear of land coufiscation, FRTH propagandz had a
profound impact. It called on all patriotic Huus to
defend their country against the epemy from
“within" and *kill everybody, even the children™,
When the massacre began, broadcasters enjoined
people to “work harder” and ensure that the mass
graves would be filled with encugh bodies.

Throughout the mmanda. 3 ER'&;I;I f;tﬁnmfmed to
iransmit racist propag unti of Kigali
when the Tutsi guerrilla army, the Rwandan Pz-
triotic Front (RPF), liberated the country from fas-
cist control.

As the trial of national war criminals proceeds
— albeit ar a slow pace — the adminisiration of
President Bizimungu and a pumber of human
rights organisations have accused the French ad-
ministration under President Frangois Mitterrand
of having unconditionally supported and armed the
govemment of then President Juvenal Hab-
yarimana, while being fully aware of the im-
pending massacre. In response to these allegations,
a French parliamentary commission has started
hearings 1o investigate the extent of the Mitterrand
administration’s involvement. Testifying last Tues-
day, former Prime Minister Edonard Balladur re-
Jected all personal respensibility and instead jm-
plicated the president’s foreign policy in Rwanda
which, he said, dated back to the early 1980s.

Many. analysts believe that the Miterrand, ad-
ministration’s close ties to Rwanda were in effect
considershly streagthened in the early 19903,
when Rwanda became a major buyer of Fremch
arms, ranking fourth among African countries in
terms of sales volume. In 1990 the exiled Tutsis,
who had been denied the right to remmn for three
decades, established 2 guemrilla movement and
took up amms. As a result of the civil war, which

of the Rwandan Armed Forces (RAF).
mission, baptised operation Noroft, channeled tons
of arms to Kigali, guarded the airport, maintained
assault helicopters and took over broadcasting and
the assembly of artillery. [Norofr] also supervised
the army’s ‘security operations™: roadblocks,
checkpoints and the interrogation of suspecis_. [In
l_mge:nl;mn::hh md Lieum-nf ant-Colone! Mau-
fin, e the er of military operations
in Rwanda.” wrote Le Monde. Adding fuel 1o the
fire, the French military also trained the infamous
Hutn militias, the Interahomwe and Im-
plmuga_mbi, which were to prove thelr murder-
ous effectiveness ar the forefront of the 1994 eth-
ni¢ cleansing campaign :

_ Massacres notwithstanding, the collaboration con-
tinued unabated. Le Monde refers to six arms ship-
ments toling some $5,454,395 which the French
armed forces made to Rwanda through Zaire be-
tween 19 April and 18 Jaly. Moreover, France was
the only country to recognise the extremist interim
goverment and receive their officials. As the biood
bath was raging in Rwanda, then Prime Minister
Edouard Balladur and then Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Alain Jupé held official talks with Jérdme Bi-
camumpaka and Jean-Bosco Barayagwiza, two of
theregtmcsleadmg!heoreticians. To make mat-
ters worse after 6 April and for five long weeks, the
French UN qeleganon_cullnbora:ed with the Rwan-
dans in denying the daily killings. While UN Secur-
ity Conncll resolutions condemming. the arocites
were vetoed by France, the French army provided
asgismance andprotecﬁontolth.AFuoopsmpa-
vising the massacre. Between April and June, the
French objective was to coatinue supplying the
RAF with sufficient arms. Accordin 2 to Le Monde
Diplomatique, Mitterrand’s main concem was to
help them defeat the “Anglo-Saxon™ Uganda-based
RPF,uamedandarmedbyﬁcUS,acompem'orin
the race for hegemony in Africa.

Duma
votes for

Kiriyenko

and cars

Facing the threat of
dissolution, the Duma
bows to Yelisin's
demands, writes
Abdel-Malek Khalil

from Moscow _
P
The Russian parliament — the
Duma — ended the country’s fatest
political crisis by confirming Sergei
Kiriyenko as the coumiry’s new
prime minister. Friday’s vote wis
251-25 in favour of Kinyvenko. 3
35-year-old economist and former
minister of energy. Kiriyenko is
widely seen a5 an ine:per-uncel_i_
newcoroer by the country”s political
heavyweights,

Many in the opposition. Ind by
the Cornmunist Party. abstained
from the vote as a final pesture of
had rejected Kirivenko rwice in the
past two weeks. Bat Russian
President Boris Yeltsin had the
apper hand in an almost comicad
battie of wills, bunressed by
the i the right to .
parliament if it rejects bis candidate
three times

Adaynf:-erﬂ::Dumaconﬁrmd
a X mister,

booted cut by Yeltsin in 2 sweeping
gledged . pport t;em

1o su new
govemmcnt and asked his Our
Home is Rossia Party 1o comply
with Yeitsin"s wishes. “We will
support everything resscnable
coming from the avthorities,”
Chernomyrdin said i an opening
address 10 the fifih congress of his
support in his bid w e
Yeltsin in the next presidential
elections, scheduled for 2000.

Both Chernamyrdin's Our Home
is Russiz Party and the right-wing
uitranationalist Liberal Democratic
Party, beaded by Viadimiz
Communists in the back, fearing the

" near.cenaiaty that Yehsin would

tespond to a third rejection of
Kiriyenko by disbanding the Duma
and calling new elections.
Some analysts believe that Yelisin
got rid of Chernomyrdia because he

_ wanted to prove that no one in

Russia can challenge him. Yeltsin,
who is fond of sacking ministers,
fias once again proved that he, like
the tsars of old, mies Russia with
an iron fist

_ Only a year ago, Yelisin brought
in a group of “young reformers” 1o
clean up Russia’s economic mess,
but dismissed the entire cabinet last
month, claiming they had failed 10
produce tangible results. Kiriyenko
has pot yet detailed any plan of
action to rgscu: the ailing Rnssian
economy. But as a nent
of radical free-marke:suo:glicp!::g.ohe
is popular with the Russian
business community. Kiriyenko
served as a private banker and an
oil company executive in Russia's
third largest city, Nizhay
Novgorod, before joining the
government a year ago.

“Your objective is to bring about
economic growth. It was precisely
such an understanding thar the
previous government lacked™ a
stern-faced Yeltsin told Kiriyenko
after the parliamentary vote. “We
need concrete actions 1o move
toward a stable economy.™
conceded a sheepish Kiriyenko.
Qbservers believe that Yelisin
deliberately chose the
inexperienced but en tic and
youthﬁxl_ technocrat l:rge push through
drastic measures and sweeping
economic reforms. Kiriyeako,
however, will be facing a bostile
?hameqx. controlled by the

ommunist Party and other
opposition groups, who are

T 1o stop the st
erosion of social welfare services.

The Communists want t increase
government spending to he!
Russia’s hard-pressed millix!i!;u.
ml'hey also d?nantt_to see increased

spen or the struggli
public sncturgKmy:nko lprom:‘ggd
to cut government spending instead.

Yeltsin and Kiriyenko want a new
1ax code to streamline Russia's
current complicated and punitive
ax system. Yeltsin also wants band
reform that will make it easier to
buy and seil property and wants 10
privatise a number of large
state-run Industries as well,

The Duma fought Yehsin's
choice to the birer end, but
financial considerations won the
day._ Alluding to the perks -
parliament members stood 1o lose
Along with their jobs, Russia’s
"mfluential Moskovsky Komsomolets
Bewspaper poured scorn on what it
regarded as “spineless”
parliamentarians. In a
strongly-worded editorial bittarly
crlicising the state of 2ffairs in the
country, the newspaper said, “The
deputies saved the Motheriand,
their apartments and cars.”




Y EIY [

* e,

30 Apcil - 6 May 1998

Economy 9

British business comes to Egypt

" Witha high"—powefed ioint-council' juét announced, British and Egyptian companies prepare to get down 10 business. Aziza Sami reports

British Prime Minister Tony Bhair's visit to Cai
7o this month, aldiough brich, mderscoued the o
creasing importance attached by Egypt and the
Umtdlﬁngdommbummmﬁym&n '

Egyptian British Business Cooncil

ing of a preliminary $220 mill; :
by e Sy S e, BTt

and British Gas.

“Joint projects are importagt in terms of the .

messages they send to British business,” said
Andrew
of the Commercial and Aid Section. ““The
Jjects also show Brivish uompamesdmthxsl::o;
couatry where major contracts are available and
can be won — with oppartunities for investraent
and expansion all across thé board.™
Tﬂtﬁ‘lhfnﬂﬂsh iﬁhemcntsinEyptmmm
more one billion pornds i makin,
the UK the second sty £
Egypt after the United States, . . . . . |
Britzin was one of the exliest investors in
Egypt. coming tn at 1he onset of the open
policy of the mid 1970s — maostly with direct in-
vestments, and with an emphasis on engineeri
construction apd infrasrctnre projects, x%-
ically in water and waste management. - .
Over the past couple of years, new Biitish
companies have come inlo the market such as

Cadbury’s. The antomakers Jagoar, Rolls Royce, -

and Locas have made investments, with Lucas
sefting up 3 manofacturing plant potentially
gearedmﬂr_ports.

A consortiem fed by Kvaemer UK is coorently

the British Embassy’s head

iargest non-Arab investor in i

undertaking the building of Media City and the
Toshka Pumping Sm%un. .with Bgnsh en-
inecri ies involved as wefl in ex-

The visit 81w the fon of a high - lending Nile jrrigalion water fo the Smai pe-

ninsula. Flemings Bank and ING Barings arc
currently fnvestmg I the Egyption capital mar-

Nopm_pusare i negoun!edas by the
" 3 Briﬁsh%_ﬁ_sinessCouncyfpy{d_:

"Imvestment Bank, Sir Peter de la Bitliere of

Flemings, Frank Chapman,

Brirish Gas, Lond Ston¢ of Blackheath, managing

director of Marks and Spencer and Phil Wans,

group mumaging director of Shell. The Egyptian

side is still being formed, and wiil include busi-

nessmen involved in dealings with the UK.
“Over the next year, there will be an increased

leve! of activity in werms of promating Egypl as a
mogker for British products and services,” pre-
diﬁﬂmdﬂson. amall
imponant would be to get and
medium-sized - to work in Egypt. Hen-
derson said there is a lot of focus in Britain on
smail m!c-]l medium  en- |
ferpri owever, since it -
imtmpﬂsuadelhem
to come to makets with

British govemment is aiso
concerned  with  assuring
British imvestors that the
Egyptian - economy ims

dramatically since

“There is 2 need for British companies mside
the UK to realise the changes that have 1aken
place,” said Henderson. “Because once you have
a [oegative] image in your mind. it takes 2 lot to
remove it and s0 one of the key things we are

Striding {owards the futare: Togy Blair with Prime Minister El-Ganzoari

trving to cel across o the UK is kol Emvpl is a
very large, nommal market with many op-
e

pormsnits
Ancther 125k befors the council is the question
of intellectast properny rights. Pharmaceutical in-

vestments could become an issue of conlention

between both sidss. The Egvpian government
has apnouncad it wiil nol implement patent laws
before the GATT-grescribed prace period which
ends in 205 — specificelly in the phar-
macepticals  seciorn. The Egmyptian  phar-

macenticals sector cwTently provides 95 per cent
of local consumption at reasonable prices.

Ye! with Glaxo Wellcome being Britain’s sin-
gle largest investment in Egypt. the company,
along with other multinationals. is lobbying the
government for immediate implementation of
paicnt Jaws,

The Egvptian government.
however, prefers 1o go slow —
citing the need w0 weigh liber-
alisalion against1 the social
costs of reform.

Another 1ask  facing the
Emvpiiun side of the council
will be thm of boostng Egyp-
tian &xports to the Brinsh mar-
ket. The overall trade balance
currently tlts in favoor of the
LK. In 1997, British exporis to
Ezvpt rose by 16 per cemt,
while Egxyptian exports 1o the
UK declined by 1 per cenL

One sk facing Egyptian
businesses through the Busi-
pess Council would be to study

= the expon opportunities to the
photo: Toni Fares British market, and means to
boost such exports.

“The market in the UK is still
open 1o agricultural and nen-treditiona Egyptian
exports,” said Henderson. ~There is also po-
teniial for oil and gas, as well o5 engineering
praducts. We hope this is one of the things
which will flow from the Business Coencil.™

Egyptians in Greece
GREEK Mister for Labour and So-
ited Cairo last week to disciiss pro-
cedures regnlating (he status of
Egyptian workers in his country.
Papayonou’s visit, during which he
met with Minister of Labour and Im-
migration Ahmed El-Ammawi, came
as Athens began setting gpidelines
for foreign labonr in Greece. Ac-

curdmnggypmnI.abourMm:sn'y

records, there are 50,000 Egyptian

workers in Greece out of a total for-

eign labour foree of 60,000. -
Last November the Greek govero-

ment declared that every foreign .

worker must fill oot an application,
specifying details about his job and

employer, in order to be given a-tem-

porary licence allowing him to live in
Greece. : :

During his visit, which ended on 26
April, Papayonou said that 22,000

Egyptian workers had filled out the.

applications thus far. He.

that by the end of May, which marks

the end of the grace period granted

all foreign Jabour in Greece, the num-

berwill merease.. . - .. .
Abdel-Gader El-Asser, a connsellor

Egypt-Saudi venture .
EGYPT and Sandi Arebia recently

set up their first joint insnrance com-
pany with an initial capital of $2.7

The LE4 billion Egyptian National®

Insurance y. ENI, will owm

Compan; 1
40 per cent of the newly-creared Na--

tionai Saudi-Bgyptian Insurance
Company with 60 per cent in Saodi
hands. . :

The establishment of the new firm
was announced at a ceremomny ar-
tended by Egypt’s Economy Mimister
Youssef Boutros Ghali. The deal was
signed by Sandi Prince Ahmed Tbn
Bandar Al-Sand and Mobhamed Shaz-
#i, director of ENL

The h
pony will be in Bahrain while the
main branck will be in Riyadh. Two
branches are being established in Jed-
dah and Dammam.

Ghali underlined the importance of
establishing such companies to en-
mungejointAmbvmun'e_smlhefu-
twre. Prince Ah;-gg;co%rmred ENI's
representation ri years ago
and since then, be said, it has become
ﬂ;g;llfndinginsmeemmpanym&-
y: )

Market report

‘roads and ai

. soft loans. “But-why spend

of the new com-

Powering ahead

Negotiations to construct -the first pri-
vate-owned power station in Egypt are
now almost complete. “Under the
BOOY [Build, Operate, Own apd Trans-
fer] system, a $420m power station will
soon be built at Sidi Krir,” Maher Aba-
Za, minister of icity, declared ar a
hincheon hosted by the American Cham-

' _ber of Commerce in Egypt this week.
" Private capital has lately begum to play
-4 part in many nfrastruciire projects.

Major companies are now 2ble to baild

.are capital-intensive and that the finance

‘was nsually provided through magg

building a power station if we can apply
t&emBmgmssy;e v v:.im';"imcs have

According to Abaza, the BOOT sys-
em was introduced for infrastructure
projects as an appropriate way for the
government fo mitigate foreign debts
and enhance its programme of economic
reform.

The Sidi Krir power staion was put
otit 10 internationa] tender, and the Min-
istry of Eleciricity received at Ieast 54
serions offers. Eventually, Intergen/
Bechtel weze chosen to enter detailed ne-
gotations. “The number [of offers] was
quite a surprise for me. It indicates how
much respect imernational i

ian economy. It also
reflects ihe feeling of political stability
in the country,” he commented.

“From now opm, new power starions
will all be built by the private sector, and
the seven existing electricity companies

will be gradually privatised,” be said.
According 10 Abaza, the govemment
will still sell electricity to the pablic at

" the subsidised price of five piastres per

kilowantt set for almost 98 per cemt of
coasumers.

Further, an integrated seven-year plan
has been ser1 up by the government 10
implemem another 15 power projects us-
img the BOOT system for a total in-
vestment of 3702 billion. “We are
choosing the most strategic locations for
the construction of these stations.™ said
Abaza, Among them will be the Guif of
Suez, east of Tafriaa in Port Said, Sa-
faga and Zaafarana on the Red Sea
coast. “Once they are complele, the
power produced by these 15 stations will
be cqual 10 the present power production
of Egypt.” be said. But that is not all: the
process of building these stations will
provide job opporumites for many
Epyptians, as well as for the contracting

companizs that wili cary om the con-
struction work.

To encourage private capital to get in-
volved. many important facilities will be
pravided by the government “These
companies will enjoy tax exempiions,
currency  conversion, repatriation of
profits and they are prolected against na-
tonalisation. Moreover., a World Bank
guarantee will be granted when re-
quired,” said Abaza. To forther facilitate
their 1ask, the Minisiry has agreed to
transfer and supply fuel for the projects
at very attractive rates.

Fortumately, a good deal of the equip-
ment for the power stations is now being
manufactured locally. Two Egyptian
companies specialise in producing con-
densers, botlers and generators at very
reasonable prices. “This industry is
growing fast in Egypt and we are quick-
Iy establishing ourselves as cne of the
few nations 10 produce such equipment.”

Private capital wili soon venture into the field of producing and sell-
ing energy. Sherine Nasr examines some electrifying prospects

be said.

Meanwhile, Egypt is also being con-
nected up with other Arab counmies, as
well as with Evrope, throogh new huge
international electrical networks., “Oae
major project 1o connect Cairo, Jordan,
Iraq and Turkey will be completed in 10
years time,” said Abaza. The project is
entirely financed by the Arab Fund for
Economic and Social DevelopmenL

A link is also being created with Lib-
ya, which is already connected to the
other countries of North Africa And as
of March 1999, Egypt will also be wired
up to the European grid. “Now Egyp! is
net only able 10 produce bt also to sell
electricity 1o other countries,™ he said.

Pressed on why Egypt is prioritising
the export of elecrricity when it has a re-
serve of 10 tillion cubic metres of nat-
urat gas, Abaza replied, “The added val-
ue of selling electricity is three times
that of selling patural gas.™

'Ai'l-in'g companies face privatisation

The appalfling economic condition of a number of public sector consumer products companies were the subject
of discussion at the People’s Assembly economic committee last week Gamal Essam El-Din reports

Thie Peojle’s Aksambly"s Economic Af-

unsold. ipveatory valued at LE93.2 mil-
Lion. :

- In the light of these distressing facts,
the Commmtiee decided that these com-
paniss, fraught as they are with onerons
problems and unlikely to sarvive in a
free petitive market, shoald be slat-

" Trade Holding

The 10 ailing companies include five
stores and three firms in-
ved in selling a mix of consumer
products soch as eagineering goods,
paper, chemicals and shoes. They also
inchide two companies involved in
wholesale trade activities.
According w the CAA report, which
reviewed the fmancial condition of the
10 consumer products companies in fis-
cal year 1995/1996, the five departmemnt
stores suffered from buge unsold -
ventory, inadequate marketing strat-
egies, overdraft borrowing from banks
and high costs of administrative and fi-
nancial services. For example, Omar Ef-

fendi, a department store company -affili- -

ated 1o the Textile Manuofacturing

, had unsold in-
ventory of LE7.63 million in June 1996,
47 per cent more (han in June 1995,
Mozt of the unsold stock consisted of
ready-made garmems, blankets, up-
bolstery and household appliances.

The CAA report also said that 23 out
of 77 of Omar Effendi’s branches
throughout Egypt registered an increase
by soine 171 per cent in losses and over-
draft borrowing from banks doring the

period from Jupe 1995 o June 1996. er quality. sophisticmed sirategies of

The value of overdraft bormowing stood
at L E90.5 million in June 1996, carrving
an annual interest charge of LES.8 mil-
lion

However, the CAA stated thay
some LE?13.1 million is owed by pri-
vaze and public clients to Omar Effendi
company. The same observation applies
1o the Clothing and Coosumer Products
Company (Sednaoui). It was carrying
debis of LES5 million 1o banks while it-
self being owed some LES4 million by
clients.

Commenting on these facts, Abdel-
Rahman Baraka, deputy chairman of the
economic commities, said that the prob-
Iems of public sector companies in gen-
eral were largely due to the fact that they
had evolved in an entirely uncompetitive
environment for more than 30 years.

“We should ask ourselves why private
companies involved ip selling simifar
consumer products are spcecessiil and
achjeving good profits in both domestic
and foreign markets. The answer is that
the private sector bas a good under-
standing of what competition means. It
means ceaseless efforts 10 achieve high-

marketing, catering to all kinds of tasie,
excellent promotion campaigns and ap-
plication of modem methods in ac-
counting and computing.” Baraka said.
Other companies are suffering from
different kinds of problems. For ex-
ample, the Uniled Wholesale Textiles
and Arnicles Trading Company (UW-
TATC). an affiliate of the Holding Com-
pany for Spinning and Weaving, has
been unable to strike 2 balance between
f1s selling and purchasing policies. Ac-
cording 10 the report, UWTATC bought
consumer products valued at as much as
LE135.8 million in 1995/96. Out of
these producis, UWTATC was able to
scll goods to a value of only LE127 mil-
liop. As a result, the value of unsold in-
vemorv climbed 10 LE3].8 million over
the period from June 1994 1o June 1996,
The repont auribmed the rise in UW-
TATC's unsold inventory to the suff
competition posed by rival private deal-

ers.

The CAA report also painted a very
bleak picture for the Egyptian Company
For the Trade of Chemicals and Metals
1Sigal). which suffered from mmsold in-

ventory valued st LE9.6 million and
short-term losses of LE105.5 milfion. Si-
gal's 67 branches throughout Egypt
made losses amounting to LE3.5 million
tn 1995/96, and overdraft bormowing
from banks soared to LES0.9 million.

In a related context, the report said that
the Bata Shoes Company was riddled
with debts of LE3.3 million and wmsold
inventory valued at LE25.6 million in
Tune 1996.

Presented with these distressing fig-
ures during the economic committes’s
debates, the chairmen of certam com-
pn;cizb ;:l:umed' that oondilicl!hns have con-
st y improved over the past two
years. For example, the chairman of the
Modem Fashijon nt Stores
Company told the commitiee thar he had
been able to reduce unsold inventory
from a value of LE19 million to LELS
million in one year and achieve a net fi-
nancial surplus of LEI.8 million. ~I
know that some might see these achieve-
menis as modest. This is true, but you
have to realise thal we cannot take rad-
ical steps when every lfew weeks we hear
that the companies will soon be slated
for privatisation,” he said.

TeAEEe— e = =y T

CIB stirs thiﬁgs up

COMMERCIAL Tnternational Bank’s 21 Agril ‘decision to post-

its planned capital increase for thvee months pending farther
%&Mamﬁdhmm_mmmmcﬁgymm

News last moonth that CIB planned to increase its capital from
LES00 million to LE750 miltion stirred up the market this month,
Withthebank'suansacuonsacopunnngfurcgn;panmalyhxghu
stakes in overall market transactions. Transactions on bank shares
accounted for 16.8 per cent of the valoe of traded shares on the
market through the week eading 23 April. L
mm@mup&mmd_mmwmnm
been djvided as follows: LE150 million worth of bonws shares to
be distributed free of charge amorgst sharcholders and LE100 mil-
ﬁonmbeoﬂeted:hmug_hmvatcp!awnmnqpmkshanho!@_:
and staff a1 a discount price of LE1S pershare.  ~ .
The news had a negative effect on both domestic 2od inter-
naﬁonal!eve!s.miswasmmrcdbya_lgﬁf.ﬂdeumm_shm
valueandaS.Spettdecliwint_‘mbanksGDRs_mdedm_the
London stock exchange. _— o

",[heongelmﬂ capital market index, reversed its leagthy upward
uand.losingabouttwopoimstqcloseaﬂmpom:s.wmem

maﬂ;aexpcrtsblmt@ﬂCIBshamhpldﬂSforthe'plnng&.ﬂmyabo .

; i velue of shares came a5 a result of

said that the declin in the v mﬂ"? Afir profit distrbution,
there s usually less willingness by investors to buy shares in an-
sioation of profits the following year. This was highlighted in the
ticipation of prof registering

cement sector Wit most companies zing declin o . 1n share

values. : i .

Fo?eignbﬁ mﬁnghmgdml, million, confpared 1
LE43 million worth of selling orders. Qverall market transactions

mgh‘hgmmal_ledml'ls.mﬂlmn.

e er hand, Alczandria Spinuing and Weaving topped the -
ﬁstozf“;iners.mdingaM;ercemina_qasgm‘clpgnmu,

?

Electronics giant expands ownership

A leading private electronics company is going public this week. Sherine Abdel-Razek reports

Three months after awarding one of its cusiomers 2 pro-
3 i3 prize. International Electronics, 1E,
:hespod%gll:tmhomgl'lhc-cs whin:himissszs.g
once again. company, a 28 per
cent stake in Bgyptian TV sets, o LE156 million
worth of jis shares throogh an international and domestic
prvaic placement The offering consists of 2,943.000
shares, two million of which will be offered as a capital in-
while the rest will be offered by existing share-
holders. The offering price in both cases is around LES3.
‘With a projected earning growih of 16 per cent by the
year 2001, the y's fair share value is LE63 which
means that TE"s shareholders will enjoy a capital gain of 19
per cent, s2id Ahmed El-Helw, managing director of Inter
i iti of the offering with

British ING Barings. Ei-Helw said that projectad investors

of the issnes are mainly investment funds, insurance com-
panies and bonks both in Egypt and abroad. Projected for-
eign markets are in the Middle East, the US and the UK.
The offering is considered the highest among previous
similar issues of five private companies. All the five of-

Tic offerings, privatc placement companies normally targst
certain investors they would like 1o have as partners.
Sale procceds will be used in increasing IE's capital in

' its four subsidiaries to 60 per cent in one and 99 per cent in

‘med Bohgar's business empire in the mid-eighdes. Al-

though it was the first private company 10 compete with

public sector television producers, # reorded high growth

rates on the way 10 becoming Egvpt's leading television

manufacuurer. It expanded its activities through setting up

sdubsidiarits for distribotion and maintenance of [E's pro-
luction.

Besides TV sets, IE produces video cassefie recorders
s In 19%3 i a@ﬁrﬂdd;cgmpmenel o g!us caulp
ment. , it tative rights to pro-
duce TV sets under the brand name of Korea's Goldstar,
IE, which also assembles Grundig TV sets, signed a li-
censing agreement last week with another European con-
sumer electronics manufacturer, Phifips, to manufacture its
products in Egypt

The company produces TV sets under the names Prince
and Goldi and for affordable prices to suit the low-ipcome
brackets in Egypt. But it is not only reasonable prices that
make IE products popular. Extensive advertising and pro-
motional campaigns reached their peak in Ramadan when
IE announced a milli prize for the buyers of iis
TV sets during the holy month.

However 2 number of guestions were raised during a
press conference, organised last week by the Commercial
International Investment Company. CIIC. which acts as a
financial adviser to the offering. Yasser El-Malawani, man-
aging director of CIIC, said that IE protectionist merit of a
50- per cent customs tariff on imporied TV sets will be
gradually reduced. According to the World Trade Organ-
isation agreements, the tariff will be reduced 1o 30 per cent
by the year 2001,

Because it is in the Sixth of Ociober City, the company's
10-year 1ax break will etpire the same year. Bahpar, IE's
founder, its biggest sharehoil](]brlmd chairman, said d:a:lﬁ
company will compensate the lower protectionis1 leve
ﬂwexpeﬂedredugminwﬂﬂ‘sonimpondmmpomms

which account for 70 per cent of the cost of each produced
anit. *“This will evenally reduce the products’ price and
increase its competitive edge,” Bahgat said.

While he admits that the tax burden might be heavy,
Bahgat said it can be deal: with. “Transferring the com-
pany's plant to another site to enjoy 2 tax holiday could be
a solupon as 11 is Jess expensive than paying taxes for one
year,” he said. Factories built in new industrial zones such
as the Sixth of October and 10 Ramadan cities enjoy tax
bolidays.

The high deblfequity ratio of eight is another source of
concern raised a the conference. The company's financial
statements show a 1otal debr of LE300 miflion. However,
Rana El-Adawi, head of research in Intercapital, attributed
the huge debl vglume 10 the fact that compliance with the
international accounting standards means fE. as a holding
company, has (o publish the consolidated resulis of the
four affiliates, not only its own results.

According to the CHC report on the company, [E faces a
risky year ahead when it begins phasing out the Goldstar
brand name which is traditionally associated with IE prod-
vets. South Korean authorities decided to replace the Gold-
star brand with LG starting next year.

IE recenily reached an agreement with the company o
siop producing TV sets under the Goldstar name after
2000. Nevertheless, Bahgat believes that this is in faveur
of [E, which was obliged by the original agreement to im-
port all components from Goldstar. He said that TE will
fiow be able to adopt & more suitable procunement policy
that will help réduce costs,

Edited by Ghada Ragab
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Anything but hopeful The US is flying high. Egypt must secure its share, argues Mohamed Shafi |
mmﬂ?:h';mm‘ s effons made by the United Staies o acieve e s st of e b
0 1n Israehl-Palestimian peace 1alk resent at- . : i i omic - 3 TRA-EAE "
TPt appears to be the most intensive. ft iffﬁ{ull?ie-u%reddtﬁi Around the globe, socialiss are embracing 1992, when Clintoa took over the presidency. I;'P “,{;‘;‘“b:‘,’;" Um&%mm_ efits of the relationship 1o the US incindes
Spanning sbout three weeks and culminating in the 4 May Log- [  capitalism and free markel economies, gov- The US is enjoying 2 “peace dividend” from  policy mpur:ﬁ commirted 10 regional  trade surpios approaching 53 iullic. am xs.
don miks tha US Secretary of Stae Madeleine Albrighs will | emments ane scliing off companies only re-  the end of the Cold War. Defence spending m  erare Arabd cbiliny ave. maing stides Tade- sistance progamine thas enhapcrd US espors
hold separately with Isracli Prime Minister Binyamin Ne-| centy natonalised. and luriog back foreign the carly 19805 was six per cent of GDP; in P donine marka“zmnomes and liberalising,  and creaied new jobs in Amcrica; Egym 3 3
tanyahu and Polestinian Presidenr Yasser Amfat. Judging by invesune.r.l; and mulunasuonals [hatlﬂ’la:yd con= 19:3; ln ‘fs expecg? 10 be half that ﬁgmo.f he ;;ce ;1:::& 120 1iew vision for STalegic ecanom- for jOMI VenIuRSS 1o CXTIlE 17 dnni
statements US officials made in recent days. there is a sease of | demned 25 years ago. State control and cen- ysts predict contimued growh AT thar will large US in-  copntries in the region. - L
desperation. if not despair. in Washington. walisation are being ahandoned. The process US economy, along with lower un- ic allances anract Benefits o Egypt inclade an assistance peo--
The current 1o and fro berween Netanyshu and Arafat by US| of globalisation and the growing influence of employment and enhanced wages. However, “mé‘&"a’”éiu‘iff.f'i’ of‘:':ﬂn;ncﬂqm:if'ﬁ' gramme e bas improved infrastructure and
peace envoy Dennis Ross and Assistant Secretary of State Mar- | the World Trade Organisation are visible on the list of US economic concerns isan ex-  In 1 developed 3 of forecasting,  other facets of ihe Egyptisn avonumy: ie-
tn Indyk is the first phase of the American effor. Vice. [ —markers of US success. . pected slowdown of export growth and the  Advitors CeVe e S inseraction with _ creased exports fo the US o the Benefit of
President Al Gore will step into the fray next weekend as he From the 1960s to the 1980s. US economic  impact of the “Asian crisis™ on the possible ﬂ::;ym" termgnsmrging Markets™ competition; ing US inveaments. This |
tours the region just before the cructal London talks. policy favoured a stronger government role in - inflow of Asian products o the US, Amer-  what was tmee . SOEBOE 0 a,  year will witoess the doubling of nonodl LS |
What has been happening on the Israeli scenz does not bode the markez place (Nixon. 2 Republican pres- ica’s support of the Imemational Monetary ‘t;l;! Smg'ca qualified as ane of the 10 nvestments. as American coMpIniey imple- 2
well for the outcome. Even as Ross began his talks. a Netanyshu | ident. “?PDSﬁd wage and price controls in  Fund sprolg{nmcsﬂw:tb gisdon:hglm- BEde that year. Now, a strategic shift has the  ment the first privaie seclor powr plent ar
spokiestnan dismissed the US comprommise proposal — accepted | 19711, US exports wete wnderdeveloped and - and Sebth Somes tefiects fis b9 Tcy"‘ it US looki wytou:-ards Africa as a coninent of  Sidi Kreir (ImerGen, a subsidiary of Bechuch: .
by Arafat — for Israsli withdrawal from 13.1 per cent of the | made po serious contribution to the growth of ~ Another concern is the paossible “cooling™ iooking | 1998 and the two telecom GSM Ticences + Air Toich
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Chairman of the Board. Ibrahim Nafie argues that the establishment of a Palestinian state is the real critetion ;
Editor-in-Chiet. Hosny Guindy by which progress in the Middle East peace process should be gauged ;
Managing Editor. Hani Shukrallah i
j itor. Wadie Kirolos . . . . a . . f
:::js::nn: Eg'::j aM,mal:“is On 29 November 1947, the United Actually, the establishment of a make amends for this obviously majority, which is ot iikely to hap- : '
sian Saitor - - Nations General Assembly passed its  Palestinian state is not only 2 qual-  crude Zionist statewent, albeit less pen for decades o come. How can }
Layout Editor. Samir Sobhi | Lyous panition resolution calling  itative issve that involves combining in the aim of responding o Pal- the mechanics of this agreemen _ _ i ¢
General Manager for Advertising....... Hassan Hamdi | for the division of Palestine into two  certain ingredients to justify the estnian aspirations for 2 gemuine help overcome the difficulties in the o luerarare. !
siales, one Arab, one Jewish. fol- claim that a Palestinian state exists, state of their own than of aboning way of finding a solution El’he in- | modera Amb!cﬁlmm:“::;;_i X
lowing the end of the British man- but also & quantitative issue, related Palestinjan resistance. . tractable Arab-Israeli coaflict? Does first play, Akl Al-Kaky !
datre on 15 May 1948 The Jewish (o the dimensions of that stare and Some Arab parties are glso inter- the Irish agreement suggest the pos- Cave Peoplel m:;'u- !
Al-Ahram Offices side accepted the resolution and the configuration of its frontiers, ested, for reasoms of their own, in sibility of confederal one hm.:n: 2 master play- .
. created the state of [srael; the Arab  and not only what sovereign pre- foiling the Palestinions™ ambition to  day, federal) relatios between Pal- play exploded [
Main office parties refused to implement it Fifty rogatives and secusity safeguards it establish an independent state. One  estinians and Jordanians, or between Arb cultaral circles jike | .
#‘E::R-"-“- s::*l-'-“q-‘: f|="":h St S-S0 Do St years on. [srael's existence in the re-  will enjoy. his reason ilis that it will b}: d'?::m;;]o l;aclesunums and Israelis, or betwa:nn 3 series ozul;ndﬂﬂ@ﬁ::::w“t | )
chephonos: = nloat SRS PSR MRS, Bapecr: 573 gion is firmly established, while the It is worth noting in this respect reconcile sovereignty for the Pal- three parties together, once conti :
foker: i B Miputtiaien Creation of an independent Pal- that a number of prominent Israelis. estinian stale with its subordination parties, the Palestinians included, ong ‘afier the- fast sparks ! :
T ) e estinian slate remains tantalisingly such as Shimon Peres and Yossi Bei- 10 pan-Arsbism. According 1o the will have acquired the right to ¢njoy fallen gently _cnﬂh: |
Overseas offices out of reach. lin, are now calling for the establish-  temets of pan-Areb ideology, the Pal-  full sovereignty and ? literary landscape in ihe |
USA Al the same time. the creation of ment of a Palestinian state, provided  estinian Iis“nle conce;:ls all the A:zbs These are hq;a;uons ﬂ:: gcnnot be wm:gﬂ w;ahsisn:\er ‘};:.l-o-m ;
Washington DC: \tet Et-Ghamn, Al- hram Office, Suile 1259, 43¢ Na- such a staie is a_precondition for it remain demilitarised and without  and not o the e nor meritid :,gfmmrid;a in""ahn.g limnme mwho, Hice A“bm“k El. |
tional Prexs Blde. Washimyton DC 2wats: Tek: 1202 =521z any viable peace in the region. In  real sovereign prerogatives. They are  cordingly, the lamer are not emitl . e ﬁ_amew icon of Ar.
New York: At El-Ghamri, Al-Akwam Office. 39¢th Fl.. Chrasler Bldz.. the comtext of the ongoing peace joined in their call by leading Jewish 10 have the final word on key de- conld ;nclude the coming i pha e another, -
A5 Leungion Ave, New York, NY 1017340500 Tel: 1212002 o2m Tel- process between the Israelis and the ﬁg1_1res outside Isrzel, notably in the _cisions related to the Palestinian is- . El ¢ bterature, nm:rrks prats‘ :
v 0T acn ITT UL Font 12120 230 A4, Palestinians, how can this pre- United States. The problem is that a  sue. Another reason is the difficulty  So-fer, both Israel and the Arab -Hakim'’s later works. wers
Los Angeles: Surava Abovl Senud. 600 S. Curson Ave., J0ZLA.CA condiion be satisfied? The es- state is a state only if it enjoys full of drawing a line of demarcation be- -states’ have tried to use the Pal- | almost speechizss in admira- |
N3G, USA; Tel. 1215 ~57aai, Pt 213557708, tablishment of a Palestiniac state is and unrestricted sovereignty, and tween the Kingdom of Jordan and the  estinian cause, even the idea of a
Russia the real criterion by which w de- calling an entity that does not enjoy ~ Palestinian Authority on a number of Palestinian stae, to their own ad- Persomally, I was unterly
Muscow: \hdel-Maleh Khahl, Ahram Office, Kumeovidi Pro Dom 723 termine the success or failure of the  such sovereignty a state is a sham.  particularly touchy issues, not only in  vamtage. But despite their attemprs, | stunned by the work. [ im-
Ky S0 Mmoo Telt 2232014/ 233 1424 Fax: 2530 2579 peace process: there can be no gen- The advocates of a demilitarised Pal-  the West Bank, but more particulady ~ despite the deteriorating sitoation mediasely realised that a great
Canada vine. long-term resolution of the estinian state divested of many of the concerning Arab andfor holy rights of the peace process, the canse re- | artist had suddeniy
Montreal: Mustafs Samy Sadek. Al-Ahram Office, 300 Rene-Levesque Arab-Isracli conflict in the absence prerogatives of sovereignty could in East Jerusalem. True, Jordsn has mains vividly alive. It has been | imto our W?rld. ?ﬁ?l}om;g
Blsd. West Suite 2330, Munireal H3B IN9, Quebeu: Tel: 15141570 2825 of a Palestinian state. argue thai we are dealing with the given up much of the previous pre- ested that the idea of a Pal- play. I closely follow
Fuans 5100 0 02021 ST A28 Any outcome that will not include fuzzy logic of politics, ot the clear- rogatives it enjoyed in the West estinian state is becoming obsolete his . and was
United Kingdom a Palestinjan state would be more cut contradictions of formal logic. Bank, but issues are much less clear with the growing tendency towards | equally impressed by his pov- J
Londen; Amr Abdel-Samie, Al Ahram Office, 203 - 209 North Gower likely to liquidate the Palestinian The rationale here is to satisfy the when it comes to Jerusalem, all the globalism, the consolidation of ec- | el. Awdar Al-Reh {Retum of :
Sirect London NW'1 2NJ cause than to crown it with success. Palestinians formally with a passport  more S0 with Israel’s open practice onomic links and the further ero- | the Spirit) and his shont sto- '
Tel: D171 388 1155, Fan: DITE 358 3130 However, the opposite is oot nec- and a flag, while denying them real  of playing off dhe two Arab parties sion of state sovereignty. Stll, the [ ries. Tawfiq El-Hakim never
France essarily true: a Palestinian state is 8 power and political parity with the against one another. Palestinian problem remains central | let me down.
Paris: Sheril El-Shoubashy. Bureau Al-Ahram 6. Rue Marbeuf, 75008 necessary but pot sufficient condi- state of Istael, as required under the In my article last week on Ulster, I to the Arab-lIsraeli dispate, and no Fe was the source of all the
Paris: Tel: 111557 3270k Al-Abram F.: Fax: (11 428-93963. tion for the vindication of the Pal- provisions of the UN General As- mentioned that a basic premise of permanent peace is conceivable | streams nourishing our liwer-
Germany estinian cause. No! any Palestinian sembly's 1947 resolution. the peace agreement in Northern Ire-  without ar equitsble solation to the ( ary life. . The way he ex-
Frankfurt: Mohamed Eixsa Ei-Sharkawi, Al-Ahram Bureau Friedrichstr. stare will antomatically mean that ~ The founding fathers of Zionism land is that it will be put to ref- problem. Arab states cannot deal | pressed his unique ideas, lek
15, 60323 Franh furt. Tel: weh 97H2500 160919713181 Fax: 10691 729571 the cause has been served. The Arab  had contemptuonsly referred to Arab  erendums in the overwhelmingly with the concept of a Palestinian | an indelible mark on an entire
Austria parties shoold have a strategy to Palestine as "a land withoot 2 people, Roman Catholic Irish Republic and state the way Israelis do. The fnct generation of readers. How
Vieona: Mustala Abdalle, 333] Vosendorf Orts Str. 253: Tel: s92v6s/ guarantee that the creation of a Pal-  waiting for a people without a land’. in the mostly Proiestant North. It that staunch advocates of the IJsraeli | could this centepary pass ua-
agus: Telex: 13 2720 GIGT A: Telefax: sa305, cstinian state in any foreseeable fu- The nnremiting resistance of the will give the Catholic minority in cause have themselves recognised noticed? To forget Tawfig El-
Greece ture will not be shrouded in un- Palestinian people to the Isracli take-  Northern Ireland more political pow- the need for a Palestinian state | Hakim, to disregard this mo-
Athens: Abdel-Azm Darwish, 69 Sokonos SU Thind floor, Kolonaki 106- acceptable ambiguities. This might over of their land has proved the fal- er and increase the infloence of the should convince all Arab parties | mewtons date, is shameful.
. Athens. Greece. Tel. and Fax 3633503, eventually entail a total reassessment  Lacy of this assertion. With their call Irish Republic in porthemn affairs. that they canpot afford 1o display -
Rt Soiaian, problecs, the oore neue of  lopelt and ofbes Jevidh advocaies of  majorly tia here, will be o tpiod  Palostian s than e ren | s on i lierview by
« Mustafh ¢ AB.Y -V. Guido Bant, 34. estinian em, core issue o sraeli o v voca majori ere n an e adverse (¥ Y.
Tel: igzgsa;aF:?msslsgﬁ“ Lot Roua ) the Amb—prls?-ae?li conflict. the two-state solution are wying o Ireland anless it is approved by a party.
Japan
Tokyo: Mohamed El-Dessouki, Duke Aoyama 4-11. Higashi 4 - Choroe Shi- [ ;
ﬁa-m Room 4012, Takyo: Tel: 1031 S0 63944; F.-.f;‘;;.meszs ; 0’ 7 ée g dwa,¢ . :
South Alrea chamed Sabreen. Oxford Manor. 196 Oxford rmad g 5
I i) 2016, Jobanmeburg, Teland Fac (011777425, Grass-roots are greener  hundreds of “chicken houses™ that Gour- The other 50 years T
Brazil Sir- I have just read the very interesting  nis. quite understandably, don’t want to  Sir- I was pleased to learn about Edward et
Rio de Janeiro: Ahmed Shedid, Cx. Posual 2395, CEP. 30001, ariicle by Mariz Tadros abowt Gourpa live in. The opportunity to build what 3 Said's film project for the BBC (“Scenes A
. (Al-Ahram Weekly. 2-8 April). Itis good large number of Gourna Feople bad from Palestine™, Al-Ahram Weekly, 26 ey 8
mkuowtha:mismostimp;mm%bject agreedtow?;;o;ta.sbrone :ed.whl.a.;lst%?s Malrch-}h;:;pril 1998).'3:: side of Is- e
= is getting international publicity and onto  agreed to in happe: rael’s 50th anniv oeeds to be e Iye
Annual Subscription Rates the worl's agenda. because Coarna is 2 happened that they have never agreed to  widely told, and 1 appland this effory. I o
Egypt...... LE39.00 World Heritage site. or been consulted on. And thenthere was  hope that the BBC will make it readily SR
Arab Countries $60.00 It is not surprising that “the people of  the massacre and the killings of January. available to networks in the US and eise. N
Other Countries. - $150.00 Gourna are confused, anxious and bit- Poor confused, anxions and bitter people  where shortly after the premiere and that Tt
Send your subscription order to: ter”. While national musesms and pri- of Gouna. it will also soon be available in video i
Al-Ahram Subscriptions Department. vate collections around the world display ~ UNESCO recommends that local pop-  format for purchase. 5
Al-Galaa St. Cairo. EgvpL. i . the plunder torn, excavated and shipped  ulations living in or near World Hentage Congratulations 10 Edward Said, who i
Subscription payments can be made directly i cash or by out of Gourna, it has been the local peo-  Sites shonld be closely involved with is always provocative. o
cheque 10 the same address. ple and not the Europesns and Amer- their management and conservaion, P A
icans who bave been called “tomb- Gourna could become an example of (airo I
e robbers™ and vilified for over 150 years.  what should be done, rather than a blood-  pearpent@elsl.els.com.cg e
itine Address While most families live in traditional soaked specimen of how notto do it Itis ) R §
Maiting mud-brick bouses without piped water in the interest of everyone that the won-  Sir- Edward Said's voice of reason, em- et
and can ill afford a bicycle, it is the Fu-  derful Luxor West Bank welcomes its  pathy for and of the Palestinian X 1 )
Newsstand Rates Overseas ropeans who live there in colonial iso-  visitors with the best of both ancient and  dilemima affects all of 1S, no matter what el iy
1600 Liras lation with all modern facilities or who modem Egyptian cuitwe. The sadly our natiopality or religion. i o
Awralia . T3 L 55 come: in huge belching coaches. Yetitis quiet time since the massacre conld give ~ Mr Said addresses the beart of the mamer ’ o
i —AWF  Morec 5 Dk e the villagers who ate accused of not re-  everyone a chance to ke stock, look at  when he reminds us of our responsibility to -2
oy oum QT ASRtb | specting their epvironment the problems afresh and work towards right the tragic njustices doge to the Pal- e B
T UKmues A Between 1990 and 1994 a consultancy  solutions , estinian people in Istael, Lebanon, Syria so3d
e T i 0 firm, on behalf of Luxor City Coumeil, Around the word it is clear that bar- and Jordan, No one is free of guilt; at most, T
o o R i 7 conducted the first stages of 2 major pro-  nessing the , love and enthusiasm  we bave only offered rhetoric rather than
Sollznd F28 ok TLI000 ject iovolving a total house-by-house of local people Who have local knowl-  insisting on solutions from our leaders. v
T T A ; 7Y I u : . i
H-mn;m R T — survey, grass-roots public participation edge and providing agy necessary addi-  Most of uS ane secure. we have a roof -._-.:
ol rme— Jac.;: i Gt and consuliation. This resulted in gener-  tional knowledge and skills from ountside  over our heads, food on cur tables and ed- . “
o _00Fs  Yemen 16 Riyais ally acceptable plans for re-locating the s the way to solve problems like this. To  ucation for oor children. We bave ot felt = m
communities in New Taref, away [rom impose from above is not sustainable — the desperation of the daily strugsie for T
the monument area. it is expensive and short temn. Itappears  these ‘rights”, nor the feeling of hope- SR
ki The land was designated and people  that there are many people in Goomaand  lessness when there is 0o one to whom to S
Al-Ahram Wee y awaited the next stapes — designing and  in Cairo who are willing to give ime and . e
) . _ building. Nawrally there have aiways effort. Perhaps whatis neededisagood  As the world reminds us never to
Advertising been some people who do not want 1o mediator. Ise’t there & former UN sec- the ouirages of e Holocaust, why then
Direct :(202} 3391071 mv; from their afnaanﬂﬂill;omhewhﬁveg retary—gensmlabout somewhera? has the world not remefnbered its re- )
ternatives, ir wiskes shonld Caroline St ibilities in the £
Fax: 1202) 5786023 -5786126 be resposted. b sponeib diaspora? ﬁﬂyml_ of the Pal- :
Telex: 9200293345 But since 1994, over 40 per cent of this  Canterbury Urban Studies Centre Ledey Lahabidi
. special New Taref land has been builton  Canterbary Cairo
Marketing by a private developer, who threw up  England leslab@intouch.com o
Direct: (202) 5786078 T e
Fax: (207) 5786833-5786089 E-mail; weekly @ahram.org.c2 F\n feadery’ contributions and comments should be addressed to The Ecior. E-mai: weeidy@ahamorg.eq; Fax: +202 578 aerl i, g
. . e 2




e —e i it

icating temrorism from the

region.
Most importanly, the
. agreement has succeeded
) in reaching a consensus
S on the definition of terror-
- ism, one which clearly
Ce distinguishes between ter-
rorism and nationalist
i movements fighting to
e free their land from oc-
- cupation. The agreement
has also introduced an in-
— formation exchange sys-
o fem on lerrorism and ter-
rorists and called for
cooperation in pursuing,

- arresting and tying lerror-
- el T ists, thereby refuting the
R allegations favoured by

certain Westerners  that
Arabs are terrorists by na-
ture and that Islam may
i be equated with rerrorism.
’ ] The agreement has also
? eliminated many of the
contradicions in  Arab
q stances that surface when-
' ever an Arab coantry de-
mands the extradition of a
terrorist from a Europem
country, while remaining
nnable to make the same
demand from another

Arab country.

Evidently, the - sig-
nificance of this agree-
ment depends solely on its
rigorous  implementation
and genuine adberence to
its prescriptions. It can be
an effective means for
eliminating many dispates
that arise berween Arab
counttes on charges that -
one comiry is playing -
host to elements that are
potential or actual threats -

= to peace and order in an- -
other. The charges are’
substantiated by birter ex-
perience: temorisis bave
set up bases in one Arzb
country, crossing into an-
other to commit crimes,
with or without the as-
sistance or knowledge of
the host govemment
Genuine adherence to and
implementation of the
agreement are BECessary
because of we have a
record of highly praised
agreements which boil
down to Litle more than
ink on paper, with no con-
crete effect in sextling dis-
puies or limiting damage
when terrorism strikes.
There is reason 1o bope,
today, that temorism can
he contained. Forms of
terrorism are raging today
which Arab governments
and regimes have as yet
failed 10 address. It may
be time fo address such
forms of terrorism In a bid
to save the Arabs from
reaching first place on the
list of countries where
stales practice terrorism
_— inst their own citizens.
T Y Adications abound that
T torture, the abduction of
political oppopents and

N forced “disappearance”

e 4 are not things of the past.
TR There are still cases of in-
o f%;?” human treaiment of pris-
PRI oners and political offend-
" Do ers, and abuse of the
i :__ :_;_;ﬁ emergency laws.  Scores
o e of massacres and assaults
% on citizens are never ad-
LY equately  investigated.
\ ", The freedom of the press

3 and journalists is still im-

y Y ited.  Horrific human

i rights violations fill the

< pages of reports by inter-
—" national  ONEADISAIONS.
' Instead of refuting the ac-

cusatiops by clearing mat-
ters. the Arabs merely
deny that such incidents
ever take plece. [Inter-
natiopal reports on Iraq,
A_lgeﬁaandSlemaﬂ_dl_ﬁe
incidents publisbed timid-
ly by the Arab press, all
deal with lawlessness. vi-
olence and fanaticism
which destabilise coun-
ries and ima}p:t:c‘_ pg::
progress tOW .
and freedom. The agrec-
ment canol achieve 1is

ceeds in addressing the
uather kind” of terorism.

. the same old flimsy

_he has

objectives unless it suc- .

Although Egypt recovered all its wrritory, it never re-
neged on its Arab dhities. Esyvpi tried 10 place the Pal-
| estinian cduse at the beginning of x path W peace by draw-
ing up a self-rule agreement withun the framework of the
Camp David Accord. The Palestinian leaders rejecied the
apportunity. The Arabs only
settfement in 1991, But the intermational
scene was no longer the same. The mo- o
menum created by the October war had 3.
considerably slowed down. and Israel had .5

been given an invaluable opportuniny 10 RS, L
tighten its arip on the termitory. Only a re- "_..A(’_,
newal of Arab solidarity can reverse this A
simaion. P
it has been 16 years since Sinui’s libera- -~
tion and today. once again, we need o take o o—=z

a collective stand.

.!.'l_-
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o T Sinai’s strategy |
O .-._- The other The decision to o to war in October 1973 reflected the
SN . firm conviction thal war was the only Wway 1o create a
C- . terror|sm new sirategic status quo whkich could npen new chan-

25 nels for peace and cresie oppanunities o recover Arab

) "3 After years of dispues, Jand. I
: debates and meetings, The Epyplian struegy — decisive military action fol-
Sl e Arab countries have finaj- lowed by effeciive political manoeuvres — altered the
Cite ly signed an agreement to courses of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Sinai wus liberuted. and
s comba terrorism, which all 1the occupied termitories would have followed suit had the
K consolidates inter Epvptian strategy been endored by all the Arabs.
o dependence in the Sold oF The Egyptian leadership was aware of the stratepic bal-
o ity. The s ance prevailing at the time. It was clear tha all the occupied
e csmounml' y gnatory territories would oot be liberated by military action alone.
o nes agreed to create Such ideas were unrealistic and pelitically immature. The
4 secority  and  judicial military phase was envisaged oniy 10 reverse the defeat of
Cws mechanisms to foster col- | 1967 and 1o emerge from the political crisis 10 wider ho-
-l lective efforis for erad- | rizons of peace {opnded on justice .

accepled a l

This week's Svapbox speaker is Al- Taha
| Abram’s adviser on Strategic Affairs.

El-Magdoub

Falling through the cracks

Ideological power struggles in lran have claimed a new victim. Eqgbal Ahmad looks into the rift
L. . _ . ____________________________________________-_______ ]

On 15 April, Gholam Hussein Karbaschi, Teheran's 44~
vear-old mayor, was released after 11 days in prison by
the order of Ayatollah Al Khamenei, the “supremeguide”
who wields the vltimate judicial and executive powers in
Iran. The release order came following a violent con-
. frontation by supporters and opponents of the mayor, af-

- ter President Mohamed Kharari pleaded with the Fagik

and former president Hashemi Rafsanjmi backed his suc-
cessor’s plea

Iran's Islamic reformists have thus won an early banle
in what is most likely a long-drawn ideological struggle
over the fumre of the lrenfan state and society. Even this
imited victory is by no means decisive. Mr Karbaschi re-
mains under mdictment. His prosecution shall proceed, as
the Fagif's order undérlined, “with precision™. The

court's antipathy to him is . widely known. I be is con-

" demned, his supporters, among whom are a majority of

President Khatami's cabinet, will continge 10 batle their
opponents, who are well entrenched in the power struc-
ture as they control nearly all the levers of power — the

judiciary, police and armed forces; panonmalised in- -

dustries, radio apd televigion, and the influential founds-

- tions which Fold the purse strings of Iran’s welfare sys-

tem. Above.all, they. enjay the sympathies of Ayarpllah-
Khamenei smd, in a crunch, are like]y to have the support

 ofthe Supreme Guide. o

Agajnsllhisf_onnidableqngofoppmems.them—
formists’ - ‘assets are elemems of the bureapcracy, Iran’s
eafecbled imtelligentsia, the twenty million voters who
brought President Khatami into office, and an activated
smdent commnnjty. Their effectiveness will depend on

- the extent of their political mobilisation ar critical jopc-

meres, a humsan factor impossible at this point to pradict.
Additionally, the reformists should be aided by Haojjat-i-
Islam Hasherni Rafsanjani, who chairs the i

"Council, an advisory body to the Velayer-i-Fagik, an
- ideal stage for the former president to exert his moder-

ating influence in 2 complex strvggle of high stakes amd
shrewd protagonists. ]
The issues behind the contestations are the same as

those that surfaced soon afier the Islamists® seizure of .

power: who shall govern Iran, how, and in accordance
with whar ives on Islam? Mehdi Bazargan and
Karim Sanjabi, Mohamed Yazdi and Sadegh Qombzadeh,
Abul-Hassan Bani Sadr and the Mujahidini-Tslam, Ay-
atollah Beheshti, and Ayatollah Taleghani were all, 1n
their differing ways. protagonisis in this bamie over the
shape of Islamic polity. Those unresolved questions have
re-surfaced now In a new guise. .

The worst way 10 waich iis prosress is to read the
Western mediz encritically, as it is simuhaneously well-

mformed, profoundly ignorant, and blinded by analyi-
ical categories such as ‘conservatives, liberals and lefi-
tsts”. Familiar, therefore comforting, such classifica-
gons do not clarify much abowr Imanian and Islamic
ideological disputes. The so-called “conservatives’, for
example, are die-hard anti-Americans, while the “left-
ists’ [avour restoration of normal relations with the
West, and the ‘ltberals™ are split on nearly every im-
portant issue. Contrary 1o classical conservative precept,
Iran's so-called conservatives are commitied ‘starisis’.

are endowed with the auributes associated with

They
_Soviet-style socialism and Third World radicals. They

oppose ruarket oriented re-strecturing of the economy
and privatisation of Iran's natiopalised industry. wish w
held on to the nationalised foundations as welfare fiel-
doms, and favour centralised power as well as state con-
trol over cultime, education, the press and other publica-
tions. They are conservative only in the limited, literal
sense of wanting 10 conserve Iman's pest-revolutionary
status quo of power and privilege, of which they are the

The ‘leftisis’, on the other hand, are hardly thar. They
favour a liberal econormny with an increasing role for pri-
vate enterprise. freedoms-of h and - association,

‘Ereater participation of women in public life, and a Lively

civil society gaining hepemony over the state. In the con-
text of the Iranian revolation, their outlook is congruent
with those of Ali Shariati, Ayatollah Taleghami, and
Mehdi Bazargan, which is to say that Islam remains the
defining factor in their politics as a source of preamble
and principle of legitimation. But their Tve oq Is-
lam is modemist, influenced by the thoughts of the ade-
ma and nationalist intellectnals of the Constitutional
Movement, which yielded Iran’s first constintion in
1905, apd by such Muslim reformers as Sayed Ahmed
Khan, Rashid Ride. Mohamed Igbal and. more con-
temporaneously, Ali Shariat and Mehdi Bazargan.

Not accidentally, the first confrontation of this recent
period occumred at Bazargan's death anniversary. Kha-
tamni's government permitted it to be commemorarted
publicly. Ibrahim Yazdi, a former aide to Ayatollah
Khomeini and Iran’s foreign minister in the government
headed by Bazargan, led the event as leader of Ba-
zargan's Iram Freedom Party. An unexpeciedly large
audience tumed up at the memorial service, which be-
came an occasion for invoking modernist Islamic per-
spectives on citizens’ rights, ecumenism, democracy
and culral freedom. criticised the govern-
ment for allowing such an event to wke place. Some
wecks later, in mid-December. Yazdi was hauled into
Tehran's Evin prison, from where be was released afier

a chorus of prowsts in Iran and cuside. The immediae
cause of his arrest was 3 collzetive lener be signed with
fifty other persons. including some prominemt clerics, 1o
demand that the richis of Avaroliah Hussein Ali Mon-
tazeri be Montazeri's situation reveals yet
another irony of the pexius between religion and state in
Iran.

The Grand Ayatollah is a greatly reverad figure es a re-
ligious scholar and persistent opponent of the Pahlevi re-
gime. He was Ayatoliah Khomeini's most cherished si-
dent, colleagme, and paolitical collaborator. When
Khomeini was imprisoned following the June 1963 up-
rising, it was Montazeri who Ted the campaign for his re-
lease. In 1965, when Khomeini was exiled 10 Turkey,
Montazeri remained in Iran and was promptly im-
prisoned. Thereafier be became a mainstay of the ule-
m's opposition to the Shah, and served several stints in
the Shah’s prisons. where he was subjecied to harsh
treatment. {n post-Shah Iran, he became Ayatollah Kho-
meini’s desigmated successor, a designation confirmed in
November 1984 by the Council of Experts. In 1987 be-
f£an the series of internal intrizues which included allega-
tions of his association with “liberal circles™, 2 reference
0B and other modernists. The infighting finally
led wo his resignation in March 1989. A mere three
months later Ayatollah Khomeini passed away and a rel-
atively junier clerie. Hujjat-ul-Islam Ali Khamenei. suc-
ceeded him as the Fagik although he had not then at-
wined the mnk of Avarollah. and was nowhere near
being regarded as marja-i-tuglid. In the Shi'a wadition.
the marja is an acknowledged theological scholar whose
opinion earries decisive weight.

As the avthor of an authorituiive rwo-voluroe work on
Velaver-i-Fagih, Ayaollah Momazeri is the most re-
spected Living authority on the subject. As the president
of the Assembly of Experts. which drafied the Constiw-
ton of the Islamic Republic, he also grided its in-
vestitlure as Iran’s unique constinuional innovation —
rule by a jurisconsult — which has its origins in Shi‘a
theology and also, via Al-Farabi, in Plaie’s philosopher-
king. Ayawoilah Beheshti, whe was killed in June 1981
by 2 bomb planied by the Mujahidin-i-1slam, drafied Ar-
ticle 5, which laid down that. during the oceultation (of
the Hidden Imam) “the gosemance and leadership fof
the staie] devolve upon the just and pious fagih who is
acquainted with circumstances of his age: courageous,
respurceful and possessed of adminiswrarive ability: and
recognised and accepted as leader by the majority of the
people.” The constitution explicidy provided that the fa-
qik must be a marja. This laner provision was repealed
in 1989 10 make it possible for Ali Khamenei 1o succeed

Ayvaweliah Khomeini.

Since then. the extraordinary powers of the fagift have

been a subject of whispered controversy in Iran.  Ay-
atollah Khamenei has from the start tended to argue that
the fagil™s authority cannm be questioned or subjecied 10
checks and balances. “One whe acts on God's behalf is
not a dictator,™ he argued during the constitutional debate
in 1986. Last November, Ayatollah Montazeri brought
the matier back into the open, causing a political earth-
quake. From Qom he spoke out on the primacy of the fa-
gih's role as spiriwal puide, mujrahid. and arbiter, im-
plying that it was not for him to control such institutions
as the police, sccurity departments. and armed forces.
There was immediate reaction: a mob attacked his home
in Qom, and restrictions were imposed on the Grand Ay-
arollah’s movement and activites as weacher and scholar.
Public protests followed. Even the clerics of Iran became
divided over the issue. Thus Ayatollah Hussein Ali Mon-
tazeri exposed 1o full view the cracks in Iran's ideological
consensus, which leaders like Hushemi Rafsanjani and
Mohamed Khatami had been wrying hard to keep under
the carpet.
Gholam Hussein Karbaschi is the First person, but by
no means the last, to have fallen between the cracks.
The dynamic, no-nonsense mayor of Teheran was an
obvious target. An ‘alim by training, he aumained the
rank of Hujjar-ul-Islam before electing 1o be a layman.
He is flamboyant, outspoken. runs afoul of vested inter-
ests, amd pets things done. He first attracted attention
as the mayor who restored war-decayed Isfahan to iis
erstwhile glory. Rafsanjani appointed him mayor of Te-
heran. Minus the daily violence, Teheran was more Im-
possible to restore to health than Karabachi or Cas-
ablanca. He has helped transform it info a modem
metropolis, with cultural centres in major neighbor-
hoods, community centres in poor areas, parks, play-
grounds. art galleries. and poliution conrol. The
slaughtethouse that filled hall a million homes with
foul smell is now a community centre where the city's
poor people have easy access to all kinds of amenities.
On the graffiti-covered city walis now hang colorful
posters. A city-sponsored newspaper, Hamshehri, is
among the most widely read in Lran.

Karbaschi taxed the nch wo rebuild the city. Developers,
political land prabhers, and parronage dismributors dis-
liked him. The entrerched clerical elite distrusted his
madern style of povernance and his comtemporary prefer-
ences. He campaigned vigorously for Mohamed Khatami
and became identified as an advance man of bis reformist
agl:cnga. The die was then cast for Gholam Hussein Kar-
baschi.

- Who are ‘we, the people’?

" If the Security Council continues to ignore the voices of the pecples who created i, ifs mandate
must be rendered null and void. Suhair Sukkari sees the embargo on Iraq as a case in point

The world today bas a new despotic ruler, busy do-
ing away with all vestiges of democratic govern-
aoce at the international level. We have had ample
warning: the Security Council of the Uniied Na-

" tions controls the destinies of all peoples, althongh

these peoples brought it into existence in the first

lace. : .
PThe'ﬁrst words of the United Nations Charter are
“We, the peoples of the United Nations™. How,
then, have “we, the peoples™ allowed the Security
Council 1 ignore ns? How have we allowed matters
to deteriorate so badly that a minority .of govemn-
menls ¢an control the decisions of the United Na-
tions and its Security Conncil — although the Char-
ter does not begin with words like - “we, the
governments. of the United Nations™? Isn’t there
something basically wrong herc that calls for all
pecples of the United Nations to pause and think
malters over 5o a5 {o find ways t0 put an end to this
disaster?

On 27 April 1998, theé Security Conncil began its
session to review the sanctions on Iragq. Un-
fortuniately, we have every reason ta believe that the
Counncil, as it has always done since the imposition
of the embargo, will pass a resolution providiag for
the continuation of these sanctions on the basis of
preiexts. Richard Butler, head
of UNSCOM, has failed to find so much as the
smell of a biological, chemical or any other weapon
in the presidental sites, lét alone 2 weapon capable
of destroying Tel Aviv (or the whole world) fifty
times .over; bur he is already there, right on c;:e,
witlr a report in which be reports no-progress io dis-
arming Irag over the last six months — not because
whose existence denies, but becanse Iraq has
net supplied him with satisfactory documentation in-
dicating how and when it destroyed thic or that
guantity of biological or chemics]l materials and/or
warheads —: which he suspects, baséd -on con-
jectures alone, at some point in time.
g On the othernhagud. when he director-general of

the International Atomic, Energy Agency dared to
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issue a repon siating that Irag has complied with
all relevant Security Council resclutions and no
longer possesses any nuclear capability. the report
was immediately artacked and its validity im-
pugned. The imtegrity and impartality of those
who prepared it is questioned and they were ac-
cused of being “dupes™ who had fallen prey to Ira-
qi deception.

It is now quite clear (0 anyone with eyes 1o see
with that the tarpet is not governments and regimes
but peoples, particularly pecples of what used to be
called the Third World, and most particalarly Arab
and Islamic p:gpl I:hnq‘s case l to be only
the “opening shot™ in the of implementing a
much larger plan that wxd be developed and refined
in light of the experience acquired in Irag. The plan
is to nip in the bud any aniempt at true progress on
the part of these peoples, thus depriving them of
self-confidence, tuming them into a frustrated lot
who have Jost all hope. weakening them physically
and mentally so that (hey are never able 1o stand on
their own two feer and forever remain consumers
rather than prodocers, ignorant rather than in-
formed, imitators rather than creators.

. ‘That is the dark side of the pictore. There is, how-
ever, 2 brighter side: history proves that destroying
peoples is not an easy task, whatever the strength
and power of their oppressors. On the other hand,
althoogh a people must fight for its own salvation.

‘other people who share the same plight, and even

large sectors of the population of the countries that
oppress tham, can lend 2 hand.

If we look arcund us and try to listen to the voic-
es of such ples, we find that hers in Egypt
alone, 18 million citizens have signed the Cairo
Declaration. I w!ﬁ::: they demaindbced that d;:d sal;c-
tons imposed on i e be lifted at
ecogomic embargoes mmpconsiduad weapons
of mass destruction: their signamres were delivered
0 United Nations -General Koff Annan
during his visit io Egypr, together with a lenter call-
ing upon him to communicate these demands to the
Security Council in tire for its 27 April session.

There have been other meetings. gatherings and
demonstrations with similar demands in Jordan,
Morocco, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Tur-
key. France, Russia, the United States — even Ku-
wait.

The American government chose a small town in
Ohio in the conviction that its conservative popula-
tion with their simple. unaffecied pawiotism would
give the government uaquestioning support against
any “external enemies™; there. Albright, Cohen and
Berger explained the administration’s justifications
for the military preparations then underway against
Iraq. To the uiter surprise of the big shots, these
“safe™ citizens launched such fierce attacks agzinst
them, their policies and actions as to put them com-
pletely off balance and ruin all they hoped 1o gain
from the meeting. As a maner of fact, the meeting
served only 1o provide further proof that the Amer-
ican policy on Irag bas nothing o do with the
views of the Amercan people. and everything o
do with the aims of the well-known clique that
conirols American Middle Eastern policy in e
Clinton administration.

Yet a minority of governments., driven by a hand-
ful of vested interests, contnue fo control the des-
tinies of the peoples of the world with all the ar-
rogance, superciliousness and crvefty they can
muster, and they do this through our own creation:
the Security Conncil of the United Nations,

On 27 April 1998, the Uaited Nadons came o a
crossroads where it would have 10 take the way
leading to reform, or the way leading to its in-
evitable demise. The peoples of the world have al-
ready had their say in the maner of the embarge
on Iraq: they have unanimously called for lifting
it. Furthermore. in the context of his delermined
efforts to reach agreement with Iraq, Kofi Annan
has stated: “If I can’t get the suppont of govern-
ments, then 'l gzt the support of the people. Peo-
ple move governments™ (New York Times, 8
March), a statement so apt, so forcefil and so tue
that it went a long way in regaining for the United
Nations what it had lost in 1erms of the respect,

dignity and siatus conferred on it by the peoples of
the world.

The Security Council must remember that its man-
date under the Charter comes from the peoples of
the world, and that it is duty-bound to listen to their
VOICES,

Should the Council do so, and decide to lift the
embargo in compliance with the will of the peoples.
well and good: if, however, it should flowt the will
of the peoples and decide to continue the embargo.
then it would be mecessary to proceed towands re-
form. Reform cannot be achieved without going
back o the beginning, so that people may regain the
inidative 1aken away from them by governmenis, If
the Council takes a decision so contrary to popular
will, it will be time for us, the people, to say no and
te declare. as we did in 1945, thar, we are “de-
termined to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war, which... has brought untold sorrow
to mankind™, and that we are equally delermined to
adopt new measures that will compe! the Council 10
comply with our demands with regard to saving {u-
ture generations — that is, preventing the demh of
innocent children and the destruction of defenceless
peoples.

Reform can start by referring anv decision by the
Security Council 10 conrinue the embargo 10 an in-
ternational plebiscite under the supervision of a
body that repons directly to the General Assembly
of the Upited Nations, which is more represenianve
of the peoples of the world, with a view 10 proving
that the Security Council no longer represents us
and should therefore be abolished,

The peoples of the world can always devise an-
other, more effective and more just ol 1o maintain
intemational peace and security. stand guard over
both the strong and the weak. and save future gen-
crations.

The writer is the coordinaior of the Million Sig-
nature Campaign 1o Save the Children of Irag antd
Ban Economic Blockades as Weapons of Mass De-
struclion.
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Flying
fiddles

David Blake dances in 2/4 moth time

Cuire Symphony Orchesira: Orienial
Inspiration [ll. Ahmed El-Savdi, con-
dicror: Muin Holl. Cuine Opera
House: I8 April

Another “in the face™ Caire concert
nizht. They come ajong almost un-
invited. withowr publicity.  un-
expecied. What will it be and who
will do it? The whole thing may be
cancelled. And the audience. will
thers be one?

There was For this concert. Certain-
Iv. not a seethe. but r=spectable and
wide awake 1o potentials. Keep il
clean boy: thus spake the lae great
Jelly Roll Mornton in the seminal days
of juzz. Being lean is a greal way 10
survive aimost anyvthing musical. par-
ticularly if it has 10 do with a band. It
keeps 1o the line, scale and narmtive.
Surface [ooks after itself. The con-
Juctor of this concert was again the
pratean Ahmed El-Saedi. He had
done a <lim-line Mahler 6th a few
weeks ago. And. now. with De-
bussy’s Nectmes and Richand
Strawss’s Alve Spake Zarathierrg, he
dJdid it again — and it paid oft again in
a smashingly exciting wind up.

Who would expect <uch clanin and
acsthetic facial surgeny on these wo
ancient personages” El-Seedi knows
how 1o brmz it off. Nocturnes
whizzed along juse like 1930 jazz
and Zarathusira. now over a century
old. crashed into the opera house like
a nuclear missile explosion and went
berserk.

For Debussy’s Nocrumes ne were
spared any delicaie gouache washes
of colour. 1900 being the date of the
work. Instead. we had Delacroix.
posidve colouring and a high ro-
mantic view of Nuages. Fétes and
Siréne. It was Debussy at Canthage
before its destruction. A very ex-
citing tume bend.

Whar happened 10 Zarathustra? Be-
ing over a century okd. he is a dino-
saur of quality. the lusoe of whose
jewels is real. This strange. horrid
work still has the sheer bravado o
knock you over. [i does not age. It
just ignores evervihing, mioves oot
into a new era. indifferent to any crit-
ictsms — and charms evervone
death. Death for sure, since it is all
abour survival which is the same
thing.

The concert was lean — and late. it
is now 1998. This Zarathustra was
1896. The classic age was about
over, and so Smauss brought op-
ulence. Listeners reallv cannot do
without opulence for long. The eager
listening ear needs stretches of rich-
ness. And nothing better than Strauss
w provide it Zarathustra is auto-
biographical, symbolical, elephantia-

sig. Perstan — and Zoroasirian. quire
a legiimate beliclf, but Richard
Soauss fumed it inte Luciferi~m

The sci-fi times ook up the open-
ing explosion of the chords for the
beginning of Kubrick™s Jiwi. Zur-
athusira  enered pop land. but it is
now back where it belonss as the
mosL enomwous symphonic poem of
all. Tt is not as awtul as il sounds, Tn
fact. the domestic-erotc part of 1 s
very beauteously done, what was fat-
er o come in the Stmiuss operas.
Who ix 10 mop up the mverflow from
the Strauss orchastra’ Ne one o far.
It grew tow larze even tor him w han-
dle. split into pieces and kreeame the
new music of Vienna

El-Saedi knows his wiur with such
music. He flies high. looks down
upon it and segments it inw fucid,
small. exact pieces. all held together
by the central themes from which it
had grown. So. though the timbers of
the opera house shivered undzr the
impact of the mighn noise. instead of
being blowsy and overblowr. it he-
came a brilhandy it ~ight of 4 nw-
sical landscape that may soon dis-
appear forever,

Richard Stauss came, stived o
while and left us. Like an anucondis
he swallowed western music alive.

The Euvptian Chamber Orebestra:
Iman Mustuhs sopranc. Wuel Fu-
ronk. piano and Gleu Shourkhovetsa,
harp:  Smal! Hall Gaire tpera
House: 20 Aprit

Music does not defeat time. It stretch-
¢ it The two final concens of this
review demonstrare how far the
stetch has gone. Musically, they lefi
the human landscape and flew far
away into an inhuman one of insects
and spacescapes in which only the
moon, a retlection. is the light that
shines.

The Pro Helvetia-Egyvptian musical
handshake showed the distance cow-
ered. It was a lively showing of four
composers whose work is the result
of study both here and abroad. but ar-
rving more or less al the same des-
tinauon, brothers under the skin look-
ing out ar a scene which haunts themn
and which leaves them linde room to
strike individual images.

Uzor has been played here before.
and his music fits a formula which is
common to most Egyptian compos-
ecrs. whether they have studied at
home or abroad. Uzor is Nigerian,
but international in his career move-
ments. His long soprano piece called
Canto 1 for sopranu and cnsemble
makes a fine, intense listen. He does
what so many vounger composers do
these days when dealing with the hu-

Cinema

man voice. allowing a sense of sheer
Jrama o enter the vocal line by way
of enormaus intervals with which the
singer must cope. Iman Mustafa,
ruther like the enor who faced the
horrendous imervals of Uzor's Ak-
frenaron music. made a success of the
piece. but such music never allows
ine voice fo flow Freely. The going
becomes hard and rather heartless.

We were ul<o offered Ahmed Mad-
kour's The King's Valley — gran-
dio~e and spacious with dark tones.
His music flows and has a kind of
root securtty the other music of this
=venng lacks. He is from Aswan and
maybe his stiudy with Mona Ghoneim
encouraged 2 sense of presence
which sounds in her own music be-
vond most other Egyptian composers.

Piuno pieces by Amr Okba, Egyp-
tien and locally tmined. were played
by Wael Farouk with understanding,
Farouk has an anist’s technique.
strong but wned ino the music at
hand, and Okba's sounded excidng,
adventurous and cutward looking.

Finallv. Frank Martin's String trio
with the Egyptian Chamber Or-
chestnu. Martuin has a place in Egyp-
tizn concert life. He attracls in-
stilutions and satisfies a public. A
mystery because though his fame is
international. it is difficult music and
his position is unique. though not
widely recognised. So much the bet-
ter for Caira’s concen life. This piece
rocks back and forth like an old arm-
chair, It spins the movements like a
loarn of life, sometimes bright. then
Jdark. but always with a question
mark, The question is grey.

Caire Opera Orchesira; Music for
Al v Mohamed Hamdi, clariper,
Manal Mohie El-Din, harp and Mam-
doulr El-Gebaly, lwe; Ian Filev,
conducior; Small Hall, Caire Opera
House; 24 April

Music for All is more an event if
plaved in the Main Hall of the apera
than in the Small. And there were
fewer children than at the other con-
certs. The concerts are not nec-
essanily for children. but their pres-
ence helps the matinée atmosphere
w0 be more like a musical party.
What would they have thought of
this concert? It had great interest,
had a pattern and a sound. set the
images flying in space — and it also
had three temrific soloists and an
imaginative conductor. It therefore
had about everything and was en-
Jjovable. but also slightly sharp and
disturbing.

Music for All suggesis something
populist which this concert was not.
Had the children come, they would

have been subjected 10 a mixed bag
of rather elitist comemporary music
given by three players, all of whose
coordination skills produced an elec-
tric ammosphere and one of menace.

If the sounds in this concert can be
taken as rypical. then Egypt has a mu-
sical sound uniquely its own. Slightly
further centre than Steve Reich or
Brian Ferneybough, it has minimalist
and constructionalist  tendencies
which give it a definitely spooky rath-
er than humanist impact on the listen-
er.

The concert was divided into two
pans. First came Khaled Shoukry
with something called The Tomb, two
movements for chamber orchestra
Then The Cavaliers. a suite in five
movements. aboul poinis. lines and
finding vourseif. Then the Sonata 2
Jor string orchestru. All these tites
brought forth music simated in the
same place. Where that place is is un-
ceriain,

The Cavaliers had 2 noble tune,
buzzing shapes full of glissandi and
disintegrated silences when chirps
from night insects chatted with each
other. All Shoukry's sounds were
closely related. Insects. millions of
them billow past the listener in
closds. Space, vast space is sug-
gumled.. and mavbe il is not Egypt at

Part two of the evening was de-
voled to compositions by Sherif Mo-
hie El-Din. Different composer, same
landscape. The Concerto for oud in-
troduced none less than one of Umm
Kulthum's best musicians. Mamdouh
El-Gebaly. His playing was viruoso
and added some variety to what had
preceded it.

The piece of the evening was called
Tahmil. And so came Manal Mohie
El-Din 10 play the barp part. She was
completely breath-taking — as was
Mohamed Hamdi on the clarinet
This was the first perfformance of the
work, sounding as if it was [aunched
on a successful career. Every device
for the orchestra and soloists was
sbown and played with great in-
tensity. The piece is dramatic as drum
sounds, footsteps in the dark. In fact
it is the same crepuscular music we
had heard all night. Before or after
the flood, but without Noah. No hu-
mans, just notes or moths who may
be notes. Nothing for sure.

Time, the oldest enemy, has ceased
to palpitate. This music i1s wind lapes
and tirne lines around the great pyr-
amid. A year is a lot of time in the
life of a moth. but bricf in Mohie El-
Din’s sounds. Never look into the
gloaming for any truths. They can be
heard. now, at the end of things, but
never seen.

Magdi Ahmed Ali’s second
film. Al-Batul (The Hero), is
an ambitious project. He
seeks o recrcate the am-
biance of Alexandria from
1919 to the mid-20s through
the network of relationships
that links its various ethnic

Ambition
underplayed

Good intentions hardly

suffice, writes Khairiya
El-Bishlawi of Al-Batal

their third friend, Petro,
which help ephance and give
colour to their quest. How-
ever, this grand theme falis
flat through a poor and frag-
mented script which seems 10

be divid between Iwo
aims: satisfying the box-

and political groups. He ex-
plores the links between
Egyptians and Greeks. be-
tween either ethnic group and
the British colonial powers,
between the lagter and the
ruling aristocracy, and so on.

The back streets of Alex-
andria, and the plight of their
inhabitants, provide the focal
point of the action, dramat-
ising the wide gap between
such back strects and the
smart villas occupied by
those who plunder what is
left of Egypt's wealth after
the British have Iaken the
cream, In the alleyways you
meet Umm Houda (Magda
El-Khatib) and Abu Hanifa
{Hassan Hosni). whose phys-
ical disabilities allegorise
their ecoromic wretchedness.

Despite the fact that ths
film is set in the 1920s. it
echoes the same pre-
occupations of Ali's di-
rectorial debut, Ya Donia Ya
Gharami. set in the 1 .
Technically, however, the
film has its merits. Tarek El-
Telmissani's cinematography

is sensitive ia its evecation of

the past. Salah Mar'ei's stud-

ied and well-executed sets en-
hance the film's techaical
merit.

As for the plot itself. it
weaves around three main
characters, each representing
one aspect of the general idea
the director wanls o com-
municate. Hounda Kalawi
(Ahmed Zaki). Hassan (Mo-
bamed Heneidi) and Pewo
{Mustafa Amar} are three
friends who symbolise facets
of the Alexandria of the
1920s.

The changes in each of the
three friends mimor the
changes in the city itself.
Houda replaces his father, af-
ter his death, in the same car-
pentry workshop owned by
an old Greek, He supports
both his mother and sister
Fatma who falls in love with
his friend and wanis o marry
him. Hassan is the son of a
poor artisan. The third friend.
Petro, is the offspring of a
mixed Egyptian-Greek mar-
riage. Hassan and Pewro, who
have no specific job, are fond
of singing and one of them
joves a female singer of for-
eign extraction. In short, the

three friends” existence verg-
es on the vagabond. ocea-
sionally veering in the direc-
tion of small-time conmen.

Waundering oo the Cor-
niche, they describe them-
selves as the fish, and Alex-
andria the seL  Their
pleasures consist literally —
as they themselves put it —
in picking up women. And
indeed there are plemty of
scenes Involving their wom-
anising: there is Petro with
his singer-lover in the bed-
room; there is Hassan bring-
ing a fat prostitute to a cabin
on the beach for the use of
the three friends: there is the
young wife of the Greek car-
penter  for whom  Houdn
works.

It woeld have besn better
for both the director and the
script-writer to do away with
these unnecessary scenes
which simply divert the
viewers™ atiention from the
main theme of the fflm and
make it look like yet another
vulgar. commercial film.

The main there is the three
friends” emulation of a hero
{in Amabic, butal. as in the 1i-

tle): Saad Zaghloul, the lead-
er of the 1919 Revoluton.
Houda writes letters to the
exiled Saad Zaghloul and
dreams of him day and night
Houda also wants to be a
hero. though in a differemt
field — he is a boxer who as-
pires o become a champion,
something which he evenrual-
ly achieves. His new-found
success allows him to enier
into a relationship with a
young woman from an aris-
tocratic family, though he
soon discovers that the gap
separating their worlds is un-
bridgeable. He then turns for
solace © a neighbour who
has always loved him.

As for Hassan, a meeting
with an anti-British activist
tums his life upside down
and. tuming into an activist
himself. he is  mortally
wounded by a Bridsh bullet
fired on demonstrators short-
ly afier he had married Hou-
da's sister, who is now preg-
nant. The longing of both
men for a cause to link their
lives with and their dreams of
a brighter future are given
voice in the songs sung by

office and saying somethin
of signiﬁtr:m.r:.ey.mg B

If the main characters re-
main unconvincing, minor
characters are more rounded
and real. Abu Hanifa, master-
fully played by Hassanr Hos-
ni, the blind man who cen
distinguish gold from copper
by its sound, is possibly the
most memorable character in
the fitm. Maggda EI-Khatid, in
the role of Houda's mother,
likewise puts in a skillful per-
formance. salvaging a role
that would otherwise have
been redundant.

The gap between what the
director miended and what
be does say in the final prod-
uct is very wide. It would
seem that his intention was
to show a iransformation
from the aimless dolce vira
of wining and womanising
into a meaningful life with a
canse; that of a people strug-

gling for their independence -

in the contexr of the 1919
Revolution.  Unfortuntately

though, the natiopal cause is
reduced here 10 sloganeering
and the whole thing feels
fabricated.

EXHIBITIONS
I

Fathy Afifi {Paintings)
Cairo-Berlin Gallery, 17 Youssef
Al-Guindi St Bab Al-Loug. Tel
393 764, Daily exc Sun. 12
neon-3pm & Spm-Spm. Uniil 30
Mayx.

Hamid Abduollah

Mashrabiya Gallery. 8 Chom-
pollion St, Dowmown. Tel 578
44904, Daily exc Fri. Ilam-Spm
Unril 21 May.

Selected works 1953-"83.

Robert Kappa {Photographs)
Sony Gallery. Main Cempus.
AUC, Al-Sheikh Rilhan Su Tel 357
5424, Daily exc Fri & Sa1, Yom-
{2pm & 6pm-9pm. From 4 May
fmmmm' b f the

y one of the cen-
fury’s most celebrated pholo-
Journalists,

Adli Rizkaflah l‘?:"ani'tulmusl
Espare Gallery, |, Al-Sherefein
Snpasmmm'n. Tel 3v3 1699
Daily exc Thu 10am-2 pm & 6-9
pm. Uniil 6 Afers,

Yivi Sylven

Extra Gallery. Al-Nessim St, cor-

ner of Monur=a St, Zamalek. Tel

340 6293, Dailvy exc Sun,

10.30am-2pm & Spm-8pm. From
.23 Max.

Salah Zaki (Paintings in

PrOSress)

Mubargk Public Library, 4. El

Tahawia 51 off EI-Nil §1, Gia

Tel: 336 0281, Daih exc Taes. 1

am-7pme. Until 14 May.

Stodent Art Exhibition

Ewart ‘;ﬂ”‘l’. Main Cm,
AUC, Mokamed Mahmeowd St. Tel
357 6373. Daily exc Fri, $am-
9nm. From §-25 May.

E::;d d"Agostino & Nazii Mad-
Akhengton Gallery. Centre of
Arts, 1 Al-Maahad Al-Swissri 81,
Zamaiek. Tel 320 821). Daily exe
Fn, [0am-130pm & Gpm-9pm
Until 10 May.

lasiallaion with rope, nails. cloth
and wall paintings from the for-
mer. 30 mixed media works ex-
hibited under the col-
Jective title

Listings

. The formasivn prvided o
valid g e fme 7 aRg 0
press, Ir s wise ie check with the
ciremas, Arabic films gre trdnm
subntled For more injunmalion,
RIS [ VETRC.

Lace)

B e
Dowrlewr. Tei 382 4230, Duly
[am, 1om, 2 30m, 6 Mem &
wiopm Metro, 35 Taiwa: Herd
§t Downlown. Tel 305 3897
Dailx 10am, lpm. 3gm, 6pm &

| Tiba T, Nasr C:ov. ;’315;':2
0407 Duih 1030em. 3. =
6.30pm £ 930pm. Normandy,
31 Al-Amrcm Se Heligpolis., Tel
3.30pm, 6.5 3 X
nn‘}i 4B mei-ﬁanud Said S5
Downiowr. Tel 575 8797, Dailv
18.50am. [.30pm. 630pm &
S30pm Cosmes I, 12 Em-
adeddin S1. Downlows. Tel 779
837, Deiiv H0am. lom. Ipm, Gpm
& 9om Romsis Hilton Hl. Cor-
piche Ai-Ni 5. Tel §72 7435
Dailx [ 30pm. 3 30pm & 6.30pm.

Mr Bean
Karim 1. 157 Emadeddm St
Dowrrawn. Tel 592 4830, Dailv
10am. lpm. 3.3Upm. 6.30pm &
9.30pm.

Fools Rush In
Ciro Sheraton, Al-Galra SN,
Giza Tef 360 60%1. Daily
10.30am. Ipm. 5pm, tpm. Spm &
micnight, Odeon 3], 4 Dr Abdel-
Homid Said Si. Downiown. Tel
.;?5 8797, Dr-l;f_vq 5 épmmnﬂ
. 30pm. 6. m , -
Salgm, GS%J-HM Badani
Si. Heliopolis. Tel 293 1072
Daily 3.307m, 6.30pm & 9.30pm.

Copland
Odeon I, 4 Dr Abdel-Homid Said
51 Downtown. Tel 378 SF97,
Daily 10.30um. [.70pm. 5.30pm
& $.30pm

Titaxic

MGAM Kollever Al-Nusr Sa, Mag-
di Tel 352 3066. Duily 10 3tam,
Ipm. pm & 9pm. Drive In, en-
rronce of Al-Shorozq Cirv. Cai-
ro~Ismailia drsert road. Tel 012-
219 0831. Daily 6pm, 9.30pm &
midnight. Cosmos I, IZ Em-
adeddin 51, Dewriown. Tel 779

e a—

cumpouton, cherrosophed B
Errmma Rzl Oners Oechesss
conducted v Shen® Mafooddn,

MUSIC
-

Gzmal Abdel-Rabica :
Caire Upera Homwe. Maie Hall,
Gemtro. Tel 33% o244 7 Shin Vo |}
fotrodocron and Resde Bt °
by Garaal Abdes-Rakerr, wib the |
Orchears amd Oes. o

4
¢
£

Tel 330 8134, 3 Mure § pms.
Schumann, Coscens i Pumo
and Orzheayra asd Showaiovinh,
Symphmay No 8 cosduead by
Ahmet E]-522dr

THEATRE
A

Al-"Arid (The Modsit I
Puppet Thegtre, Azt 54
59100954, Dusly. e

Khat Ahmar iRad Lin=t
Al-Tali'a, Awminz Sg. Tel J9i7
8 Dailtv, I0rm

Shakespesre, Ooe-Two
AlLTeli'e, Aty So. Tel 5537
@is, Dutly, Tpm

Hubb Ma Qabl AFRahT (Lewe
Before Departiene

National, Asah: So. Fei 597 1287
7783 Db, S 50mm

LECTURES
AR

The Gardens of the Grest Mo-
ghuls: Deselopment and Mean-

g

Room 203, Rare Bovky Libwary,
AUC. Correr of Skeikh Rizan urd
Marsour ssreess. 3 Mo, Spo
Lecture by Ebba Koch, gofassor
of Islamc ant 2t che Eriversity of
Vienna

e T S A e Ry ® = . -
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Egypt Exploration Society Sar-

vey of Gabal El-Earidi

Britizh Council Anditorinm. (92

Sharic EI-N,  Agoaza Tl

3018391, 5 Max, Tpm

Lectnre by Chris Koy, Koenmos
Coltece. London

Palimpsest from the
latter.

Abdel-Aal

Darouh Gallery, +
Latin  America  Si,
Gurden Ciry. Tel 352
7951, Opering Until
12 May,

Paintings under the
tile Girls from
Egypt.

All Ezooik (Water-
colours)

Museum of Modern
Egyptian Art, Opera
House Grownds, Ge-
dra Tel 342 0601
Daily  excr Mon,
10am-lpm & Spm-
9pm. Uniil 13 May.

Opera House
Grounds, Gezira. Tel
242 060). Daily exc
Mon, [Oam-lpm &

Mohomed  Nagui
M

TTH CAVAFY
INTERNATIONAL

1 May, Spm: Small
Hcll,  Caire Opera

Moskof

2 May, tpms: Hellenic
Fosmdaror of Culture,
18 Sidi El-Memaili St
Arzarine, Alexandriu,
Time and Place in Ca-
vafy er Four and One
Ways 10 Make Fun of
the Poet, ¥ Andreadis;
Greek Women in Na-
guib Mohfouz' Mir-
amar, Arza Karara; For
Love and Moacy: Eron,
An and the Moarket
Place in Cavafv's Puet-
ryv. Peter Mac Ridge:
Cavgfv, Forenmner of
the Multinationai Ideal,
M Piemis; The Etlyes
of Realism, Jobn Ro-

Pyramids, 9
Chdteay ids,
Mohmoud  Al-Guindi
S5t, Giza

A museum devoled to the paint-
i:glgssﬁof Mohamed Nagui (1888
1956).

Rainer Welner Fasshinder
mini season Interviews

Goethe Institule. 5 Al-Bostan 5t,
Downtown. Tel 575 9877

5 May, 7 pm: First screening in
Egypt of Florian Hopf's inter-

6 May, 7 pm: Despair (1977

French Celtural Centre, | Ma-
droset Al-Hogoug Al-Ferensiva
Si. Mounira. Tel 354 7679. With
Arabic and Englisk subtizles.

30 April, 4pm & Spm: Pourva
que ¢a dure, dir miche] Thibaud
32 May. 4pm & Spm: Grosse fa-
tigue, dir Michel Blanc

4 May, dpm & Sprr L appit,
dir Bertrand ‘Tavemnier

5 May, _4pm & Spm. Les vic-
tirnes, dir Patrick Grandperret

Nosice:

Some commercial cineras now
change their programmes every
Wednesday, oters every Mon-

Hamed Abdnliah

537. Daily I0am, Ipm, 3pm, Gpm
& 9pm. Tiba I, Nasr City. Tel
262 Q407. Daily 10.30am,
3.30pm, 6_30pm & 930pm. Ram-
sis Hitton I, Corniche Al-Nil St
Tel 574 7436. Daily 10.30am.
130pm. 330pm, 630pm &
9.30pm.

Contact
Tohrir, 112 Tahrir St Dokkd. Tel
.;‘.:; 4726. Daily 3pm, 6pm &

El-Batal (The Hero)

Roxy, Roxy Sq. Heliopolis, Tel
258 0344 Daily [Oam. 3pm,
Gpm & 9pm. Rivoli I, 26 July 5,
jDoumuj T Teé 3073’"5053. Daily
pen;, 3_30pm, & 9.30pm.
El-Baram. Al-Harem St, Gima.
Tel 385 8358. Dailv 10am. Ipm.

Tel 592 4727. Daily, I0am, I,
J3pm, Gpm & 9pm. ” -

Mogremm Maa Martabet El-
Sharsf (A Criminal with High
Honours)

Jgiﬂmi. 38 D?lkmj Harb 5t
WILIOWTL il 10am, 1
Jpm, 6pm & 9pm. P
DANCE
]

. Oniris

Cail:a Opera House, Main Hall,
Gezira. Tel 330 3144, | May,

9pm
The Epyptian Ballet troupe
pear in Gamal Abdel-Rahi::?;

above

The New Anthology of Modern
Greek Poarry in Ambic. Mo-
bamed Hamdi Ibrahim: The
common and the foreiga in Ca.
vafy's poetics of boman know]-
edge, Dimitris Agelatos; The es-
says of Nicolas Clas on Cavafy,
Pandelis Boudouris: Going to-
wards the East, Kiriakos Har-
alambis; Cavafy and the dis-
course of the soul. F
Tsalikoglon: An as a2 medica-
ment in Cavafy. Giorgos Vel-
sos: On some aspects of Ca-
vafy"s poetry, Lutfi Yahia
&ME!&;M: Venue as above

vafy's epipoms: Stratsis
Tsirkas, Na.imepIAnia: Strapsis
Tsirkas seen by his Egvpron
anslator, Samuel Bicham: The
political vision of Strarsis Tsir-
kas. Kostas Zouraris: On Strarsis
Tsirkas. Clriss Prokopaki; Ca-
yv:;y and I, Fereydoun Fer-

4 May, bpm: Venus as above
Recitation of the Cavafy Award
wianers for 1998,

All information cocrect &t tirne of
going (o press. However, it re-
mains wisc 1o check with venpes
first. since programmes, dates and
txmes are subject w change at very

short aotice.

Please send information 1o List-
ings, Al-Ahram Weekly, Galaa St
s-l'(;__i.ll'l:l3 . Tel 5786063, Fax STR60R9/

Compiled by
Injy El-Kashef

Around the galleries
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SPARE pans of antomobiles and
machine parts are the building
materials of well execoted sculp-
tures by Mahmond Mepeis on
show ar the Centre of Asts,
Zamalek,

Madar Gallery, Mohandessin,
hosts paintings by Ashral’ F3-
er_xmm'mmmmoﬁlyoﬁm
lmo&rs a;ldﬂm influenced by the
work of El-Gazzar and, before
him._theFauvisls.

Paintings by Miohamed El-
Ehely are on exhibit ; Horos
GaﬂﬂjrinlthawlthfAnEd-

ucation. These make use of re-

peated natural motifs, which are
combined in simple. but srong
compositions, producing an over-
all effect of texriles. e

Reviowed by Nagwa Ef-Ashri
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Culture 13

Fouad Ajami's new book is a series of essays .

onAmhm:eﬂe:malsandpohug,ampicm

ceeme s we

a o "

22l Akram

=e.t;’59 a

The Dream Palace of the Arabs: A Generation’s Odyssey,

o ekled in an carlior book, namely.7e <% . Fouad Ajaimi, New York: Pantheon Books, 1998

in which Ajami advanced the conclusion thai -,
Arab nationalism had been defesied and is -
now dead, this book offers no new comclu-

sions or analysss. The same imtellectyals (ex- o

cept for Ajami's recent discovery of the Leb-
ancse poet Khalil Hawi end a few others) and =~ -
politicians as well as the same political issues - ' . -
are revisited. only this time they are
io include the aftermath of Israel’s 1 in-
vasion of Lebanon (but uot the invasion jt- -
self), the second Gulf War, and the recemt .
peace agreements betwesn Israsl and the -
PLO, and between Israel and the Jordanian.
B 1h. pacudo prychologieal roflle
Hnume pseu ological P
pflheArabsandrheiraﬂnme,zﬁ:hhehad o
introduced 17 years ago in The Arab Pre-
dicament (a method later employed by one of :
Ajami’s junior ideological lientenants, Kanan
Makivyah), Ajami diagnoses Arabs as suf- -
fering from symptoms ‘that can only be de- -
scribed as collective psychosis, Arabs, unlike -
other ethnic/nationat groups, do not seem - *. .
have goals, plans, objectives or a sense of pur- . © <
pose. According 1o Ajami, Arabs suffer from
“delitium™ (p 132) and “snpreme delusion”
(p 80). They entertain unrealistic “ex-
travagant bopes” and “dreams™ of um- . ..
attainable palaces (p 130). They also hold @~ .
"bold ang fanciful ideas™-(p 130)." Arab.cnf- .-
tre is “snsceptible to d” {p 178), apd
Amb_monaﬁsmisa'ﬁnnage“%%ﬁ)wim R
its history being nothing bur “tragedy™ and -
“farce™ (p 246). Given these symptoms, Arsbs
therefore seem to soffer collectively along
with their culture of & psychosis that can be . -~
diagnosed as-a mixmre of megalomania, mel-
ancholia and last bur oot Ileast delesional
schizophrenia. Based on Ajami's account, ons -
would conclude that ratonality has no place
in the Arab collective psyche. As Ajami nev-
er tires of telling his television viewers when -
he appears on CBS television news, the “Arab .
hordes™ are violent, imational and camot ac- -
cept reality and will attack innocent America
and Israel, . D
As in his earlier book, Ajami views the po-
litico-intellectnal history of the modem Arab
World as extending from Arab pationalists to =
Eamg;s. Holdgs of these ideologies, be .-
y the state or the opposition, have enguifed -
the Arab world in an “ocean of terror™. " More
recently, such non-pragmatist and illiberal in-
tellecruals bave attacked the “peace™ with Is-
racl. Ajami, disgusted and homified by these
ideologies and their holders, including (]):‘.fgyp-
tian nationalists and Islamists critic: the
US, laments the “pleasant bourgeois age™ in-
Egypt. It is this age of pashas; the loss of =
which he_m:;ms. whichmreoni_va-ﬂ;@ mgst ;
sympathetic adjectives in his parrative, In de- .,
scribing the tareer of a pre-Nassarist Porgahst
minister, Fonad Serageddin, Ajami waxes 10-
mantic. Those were “quaint and less crowded
covered with dust; homes with gardens where
the great hourgeois families once lived, secure
in their sense of place and order”. Imegining
that age conjures up for Ajami a “scent of old
Egypt. the Egypt of the grand tour, the coun-
try celebrated by Lawrence Durrell in his
Alexandria Quartei”. Today, however, this
“crowded Tand has gone beyond that pleasant
bourgeois age and jts honses with gardens™.
Arab liberal tist intellectuals who

journalistic and bureancratic landscapes from
Morocco to the Gulf can hardly be found in
Ajami’s text. On the few occasions when they
do appear, it is as derided and ridiculed lonely
voices. In the context of discussing the PLO .
and the Jordanian regime’s “peace™ agree- .
ments with Tsracl, Ajami tells us: - )

“In an Arab political histoiy littered. with
thwarted dreams, little honor would be ex-
tended to ists who knew the linvits of
what conld and could pot be done. The polit-
ical culture of nationalism reserved its approy-
al for tgfose whoblled ruino usI mmpmmgx_:s in -
pursuit of impossible quests. It was o
expect a grand apology for [the late Jordanian
king] Abdullah, some pablic warant for what
he did long ago. The tracts of nationalism
will not be rewritten. The likes of Laith Shu-
baylat [the Iordanianjdiss.ident whp:saf::e;:;
ly languishing in a Jordanian prison_for |
r;oml sin of holding political views inimical
to certain regime policies] will not be ap-
peased A foul wind, and a spirit that bor-
dered oa nihilism, greeted this peace [with Is-
racl]. In the time of the Americaps, the Arab-
intellectual word had become militantly illiberal (as
though to compensaie fas the political hegemony of
Pax Americann). Inl.heuoppomngnmdmpenog.
writers and activists marked out an intellsctual tradj-
tion beyond America’s power and beyond Amerjca’s
judgment.” o

The fact that a large number of Arab intellectoals
today praise the United States and defend the un-
popular policies of the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank in the ‘Arab world does not deter

Ajami. From Arab academics who currently staff

“research centres” in Egypt. much of North
m}rordmubmthevvmmkmdcan

(whose “research™ and “rescarchers™ are funded by™

US, German, and French foundations, not to mention
the US Endowment for l?enzoc::acy)an;lo mll:lli:ﬂ ﬁ
“democracy”-promofing Insttubions), [0 .
brand af.{'mg Zionists whose pro-Isracli- and pro-
American views puncinate the pages of the Arab
press from London to all Arab capitals, to the re-
cently co-opted Falestiman intellectyals in the oc-
cupiedand“h‘beraled"lemmnegtgAmbémxgrésof
Ajami's calibre whose “liberal” views on the Arab
world are the only Arab views allowed in the us
mainstream media and government, Entcllectnal Liber- .
al-pragmatists have become increasingly hegemonic
in the Arab world today. As for the late kg Ab-
dullah.qvenhisamh-ci‘liu_catthch?;mofhxsdeqﬂ:.
bdaliah Al-Tall, ogised to his
f-\lussein when be r;npgned to Jordzn in 1966. Al-Tall
was so enthusiastic about his new-found respect for
King Abdullsh that he chadrised Nasser for his anti-
Hashemite rhetoric and proposet “that"l(mg Ab-
dullah be considered a narionalist hero.” He pro-
ceedad 1o say that if “erecting statues in.order to im-
moralse heves was_ par of o, S o
itions, it would have a siat-
b Abdn]lah be mﬁ%&ry capia)l of

B e o b s SRR ]
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Ajami.thepmgmaﬁst.ishoniﬁeﬂbemuscthcrere-
mains a body of Arab inteliectuals who still mesist US
political, economic and intellectial diktat. Even
these pockets of Arab intellectmals with Litsle if any
political power constitute an eye-sore for Ajami and

benefactors.

his American Presumably, Ajams and
kindred " spirits prefer that soch intellectuals be “ap-
peased” like Layth Shubaylat, or even silenced alto-

gether. .

Ajami speaks of himself in the book as an Arab.
For example, be identifies a nomber of Arab in-
tellecruals as “my generation of Arabs™. When ad-
dressing an earhier generation of inteflectmals in-

‘cluding Naguib Mahfouz and Buland Haidari, be

states that “I, and Arabs of my age were their heirs™.
‘While examining Malcom Kerr's writings abont the
Arab world, Ajamni asserts that “T was of that world
I is in origmal]”. Al these assertions of his
:Arabness strike this reader as odd and un-
characteristic of the TV Ajami. .‘When “interpreting”

- the Arab world to his CBS News viewers or at the

conventions of pro-Istael lobbying groups in the US,
Ajami always speaks of “we, the AmmP:ans" versus

-.“they, the Arabs.™ It is interesting to note that when
- Ajami speaks of his Arabness-in the book, be always
.speaks of it in the past As for his present identiry, it

is unguestionably and miequjvocally American with

' the only traces of Arabness being his heavy Asabic

-accent when speaking English.

King* - $ill, Ajami is not secure in his staunchly American
-identity. After co-authoring a report

IS that rec-
ommended the nse of English instead of Arabic in
“some courses™ at the University of Kuwait, Ajami
recounts how he and the report became the object of

™. The “real issuc was my invitation 1o

. the uhiversity, the very fact that I had been permitted

entry into. Xuwait.” Ajami is appalied that 2 “writer
by the name of Baghdadi™ auacked him. “For him, I
was a servant of American imperial interests... was a
fidend of Israel apd the Israelis, and, most damming

T e 1

of all, I was a Shu'ubi,” Ajami deflects attention
from the first two criticisms by “¢ngaging only the
third. Whereas Ajami is correct in attacking Bagh-
dadi for Jabeling him a “Shu’ubi.” he understands
pexfectly well that when he is attacked by Arab in-
tellectoals, this 35 based on his pro-US and pro-Ismeli
views which always accompany his virulent bostility
to the Arabs. His orlentalist views of Arab and Mus-
lim counuies are here in evidence. The Arab
and Muslim worlds, we are told, are “stagnant™ and
do not change. Afier quoting Adonis, Ajami proceeds
te assert that Arab political “language — and the
banners — could change_. the dilemmas of the so-
ciety — its backwardness, its inability to see and de-
fine its malady — would persist . The culmire would
have made another detour. It would have headed
right back to its t past.” His orientalist gener-
alisations are off as facs: Iram is “a society
known for both its long periods of submission to des-
potism and its recurremt rebellions.. Tempera-
memially, Iran kas been a land susceptible 10 the pow-
er of jdeas, 1o political and philosophical abstraction,
10 the pamphleteer...The culture of the Arabian pe-
ninsula and the Gulf staies has in contrast always
been thoroughly empirical and raw." These conclu-
sions are not given to the reader afier a thorough ex-
amination of Iran’s and the Arab Gulf smtes’ his-
Iorics, socicties and politics, rather as logical
assertions and truth claims.

In much of the book, Ajami sets himself the task of
chastising the US for its well-intentioned interest in
the Arab world. The US. according to Ajami, is 2
sort of Jesus Christ, “a foreign saviour™ ol the way-
ward Arabs. The US is said by Ajami 10 endanger 1t-
self and its soldiers and cilizens to provide valuable
services for the Arabs only to recerve in refurn re-
sentment apd contempt from these ingrates. The ac-
tions of the US and its cilizen-liewienants repre-
senting it in the Arab world, be insists, are cases of
“innocence” and philanthropic aluuism. Of the

dens

Asosrican  withdrawal from Lebanon afier
their 1982-1984 intervention, Ajami speaks
with much sadeess. He wils v that the
“woung men of Ayvatollsh Khomeini's crusade
and a new breed of wholesalers of lemor ...
proceseded 10 demolish the American presence
in Beirut™ America, Ajami proceeds, had
come 0 Beirn after a “hasty™ decision in
September 1982, “This was an open-ended,
ambiguous ermand 10 a place Amernica did not
fully know or understand, America had in-
dulged prea hopes that an American era had
begun in Lebanon, but the Americans wonld
201 slay the course in Lebanon: there was no
a8t in Anwtrica for tribal wars in places with
tangled histories.” American commitment to
save Lebanon was so great, Ajami tells us,
thar despite the murder of American citizens
and later the bombing of the American ma-
rine bamracks, “American officials 1alked
bravely of not walking away from Lebanon.”
WEen the Americans had 10 leave, “Beirut
was jost to the new reign of cruelty.” The
well-intentioned US intervention in Beirut
ka2t ended in “heartbreak™ and “carnage™
Ajami tells us of the 240 1the real number is
acpually 231) American marines who died in
the spicide attack on their uarters in
Beinmn in October 1983. Neowhere in his sto-
rv of the pristine and loving Americans does
Ajami tell os of the US Sixth-fleet’s marines’
savage -bombing of the Lebanese mountain
own Saq al-Gharb near Beinn with more
than 600 shells a day. Those who auacked
the US maripes are not portrayed by Ajami as
1esponding to this US aggression, rather as
“bloodlettmg™ psychopaths intent on killing
Americans because they are simply Amer-
fcans.

Despite such ingratiude, America, the sa-
viour of some Arabs from what Ajami calls
“local predators™ came again to the succour
of Kuowait in 1990. This was not the first
such visit that the Americans had paid to the
Gulf. Americans, Ajami tells us in a ro-
mantic rendition, “came to Arabia in the
1930's and 1940°s, but they amrived after the
age of empire had passed. And they came to
Dhahran, on the Persian Gulf, to soften the
fife of the desert and take it beyond its his-
tory of desolation and scarcity... They were
carefvl not 10 offend the culwiral sensibilities
of their hosts and to conform o the decorum
aml siyle of the place.” The monumental
American pillage of the Ambian peninsula’s
wealth since the 1930°s constitutes for Ajami
a “softening”™ of the life of the Gulf's Arab
inhabitants. For daring to give a different ac-
count of the American presence in the Gulf,
Abdel-Rahman Munif is accused by Ajami of
being nothing short of an orientalist whose
fiction is “drawn from the Arabien Nights.”

Ajami ridicules the Kuwaiiis whose foreign
minister bad the audacity to dismiss the Car-
¢r Doctrine, a decade before Saddam’s in-
vasion of Kuwait, because of the minister’s

" assertion that Arabs are “perfectly capable of
preserving their own security and stabiliry.”
When America came again to save Kuwait,
Ajami 1efls us, it was “a moral crusade... to
repel aggression.” Ulltimately, for Ajami, the
American intervention in the Gnlf was ~a bar-
te berween a local predator and a foreign sav-
for™ Again, this Christ-like saviour received
no proper gratitude or respect. The angrateful
people of the region paid America back with
a “terrible bloodlening™ in the summer of
1996, killing 19 Americans, a horror preceded
bv another “terrorist” attack in November
1995 in Rivadh killing five Americans. Dur-
ing the Gulf War, Ajami's concern was for
American lives that were lost, pever for the
Tragis. “The victory had been swift, Amer-
ican and allied casualties sarprisingly light™
In fact. in bhis interminable praise of the
Americans, Ajami telis ns that it is “not in the
American military tradition 10 shoot a fleeing
Army m the back™ The fact that US forces
strafed the retreating Iraqi soldiers on the Bas-
ra-Kuwait highway after their withdrawal
from Kvwaat, mordering in the process thou-
sands of Iraqis is not relevant 1o Ajami’s pro-
American propagandistic assertions.

Whereas Ajami always tells us the numbers
of Americans Lilled in the Middle East, we
never leamm the numbers of Armbs America
killed, nor do we hear of the victims of Israe-
H aggression. It is not the iens of thousands
of ‘Palestinians killed by the Israelis in the
last 50 years that Ajami tells us about, rather
he provides an inflated oumber of “four hun-
dred” Palestinian collaborators kilied by fel-
low Palestinians during the Intifada.  The
young Palestinians who fought the Israeli oc-
cupiers during the Intifada are not described

as anti-colonial resistors, rather as “cruel. young. un-
deluded but merciless.”

Reading Fouad Ajami, I cannot help but be re-
minded of an infamous figure in Mexican history —
La Malinche. bLa Malinche, an Aztec woman who
spoke Nahuatl. had been sold 1o the Mayans as a
slave and as a result also spoke Mayan. She was of-
fered as a gift to the conquering Spaniards in one of
the first enconnters between the Spanish conquerors
and Native Americans. La Malinche guickly learned
Spanish and became one of the main inmerpreters for
Conés. Having much resentment against her own
people propelled her to side with the conguistadors.
The imporiance of La Malinche, however, was not
that she became a collaborator with the enemy or
even an interpreier for them, but rather her adoption
of the Spaniards’ value sysiem, their epistemology.
and ultumately their goals of cenquering and de-
stroying her people. As Tzvetan Todorov explains
in his book The Conguest of America, La Malinche

orms 2 sort of cultural conversion, interpreling
for Cortés not only the Indians’ words hut also their
actions.” In reminding the reader of La Malinche, I
am not arguing that Fouad Ajami is the Arab La Ma-
linche, bz rather that he dreams of being the Arab
La Malinche. Whereas La Malinche had good rea-
son to seek revenge from her own people for selling
her as a slave, it is unclear what Ajami’s excuse is.

Although Ajami thinks of himself as a dream-
interpreter (a sort of modem oneirocritic) delving
into the “dreams™ and “dream palaces™ of the Arabs
{an expression be appropriately borrows from T.E.
Lawrence), the book is rather an expression of Aja-
mi's own dreams and dream palaces which he pro-
Jjects onto Arob intellectuals. It indeed provides the
reader pot with a “Generation's Odyssey™ of Arab
intellectuals, but rather with an account of Ajami's
own Odyssey from Arabness into Americanness.

Reviewed by Joseph Massad

Plain “Jatk

My lecrure last Wednes-
day a1 the Indian Culroral
Cenue on Mulk Raj
Anand  bronght  back
pleasam memeories of my
long years of contacts
with this leading Indian
writer. Mulk is a leading
representative  of  what
M.K. Nuik cafls fndian
English Literature, He
must be now over %0
years old but his pen has
not rusted and from time
to time | read some of
his contributions 10 mag-
azines both in India and
in Briwain,

I first met Mulk in
Moscow in May 1958
when we held the first
preparatory meeting of
the nascenmt Afro-Asian
Writers Movement. Thene
were some leading Asian
and African wrhers, in-
cluding Faiz Abmed
Faiz, the leading Pak-
istani poet, Alex Lag-
uma, a South Africa writ-
er, Safronov and Mirza
Tursun Zade from the
Soviet Union, Youssef
El-Sebai and mysclf.

That meeting laid the
foundation of a move-
ment which grew and de-
veloped and which inuo-
duced African writers to
the world. [ts magazine
Lorus, published in Ar-
abic. English and French,
stands wimess to this.
Most Asian wrilers were
already known, but under
the colonialist system
very little African writing
ever saw the light of day.

The first conference of
Afro-Asian Writers was
held in Tashkent in De-
cember 1948 where |
apain met with Mnolk We
continued to meel regu-
farly, first in Colombo
and then in Cairo. [ still
keep 2 photograph of
Mulk giving & speech in
whichk | am standing next
to him translating what
he was saying, while
President Nasser was
standing opposite lis-
tening with interest.

I sull cherish my talks
and discossions with
Mulk, Faiz Ahmed Faiz.
Sijad Zaheer and our So-
vier friends who, under
the tolerant leadership of
Youssef El-Sebai, created
the movement of Afro-

"Asian writers and tended

it for many years. It was
an off-shoot of the Afro-
Asian Solidarity Move-
ment but, somehow, jt
endured longer. I suppose
the reason is that polit-
ical movements are af-
fected by the political sit-
pation which is always
ephemeral. Literature, on
the other hand. is like a
river which must always
follow its course.

My lecture abour Mulk
Raj Apand was not an
academic, ecritical ac-
count of his many works:
Coanlie, Untouchable,
Twa Leaves and a Bud
and others. It was rather
a kind of personal me-
moir based on  dis-
cussions with that great
writer.

Mulk was a believer in
the universality of cui-
ture and he often said
there was a npew ten-
dency which was bom
afier the process of de-
colonisarion. That ten-
dency was part of a new,
comprehensive historica)
humanism which ac-
cepted insights from the
whole human heritage
and comapelled men io
participate in the emer-
genti, one-warld culture.

In his opioion, con-
sciously or un-
consciously. the most
sincere men are dedical-
ed 1o the acceptance of
everything in their.own
culture, and from other
cultares which may help
man to fight against na-
tere and realise self-
hood. _

Mulk was the founder
of a beautifully pro-
duced cultural magazine
called Mary, which
means the road. He nsed
1o send me copies of the
magazine which devoted
many of its pages 1o art.
Leafing through some of
the copies I have i can
see his belief in the uni-
versality of an  sur-
facing. 1 still remember
a wonderful sentence he
oficn repeated.

“The exuberance of en-
ergy and the vision of the
artist and the poet is, per-
haps, the highest symbaol
of the rhythm of the uni-
verse.” In so far as the
creative arts loday seek
10 probe the nature of re-
ality, 1o grasp it. we may
be said 10 have entered
an cra of lhe quest for
the total human per-
sonality.

Mursi Saad El-Din

.
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tclockwixe): High rises are rapidly defacing Cairo’s residential suburbs: Maadi Tree

Lovers™ Association annual spring march; growing old together

Reversing
the tide

photos: Sherif Sonbol

Spring is traditionally the season of new beginnings. This year, it could herald a
new lease of life for the capital, as Cairo’'s govemnor issues several decrees pro-
tecting its natural and historical heritage. Fayza Hassan reviews the situation

In the past two decades, Cairn™s massive ur-
banisatron prosess has gone berserk, Under
the pretext al overpopulation and scarcity of
accommadalion. even vacin — or potential-
Iy vacant — plot of land arcund the capital
has been setzed. and impartant elements of
vur architeciural hentage dumaged or de-
stroved. 1o make room for the colessal foun-
dutions of the high-rises that sprout even
day in monstrous sci-fi fashion. courtesy of
developers for whom natere and the record
of the past represent offensive encroachments
on golden opponunities for guick profit.

For a long time. concemed citizens have
been sounding the alarm. w no avail. Prom-
ises were made and broken while the con-
crete jungle continued 10 extend its unsightly
proberances into everny nook and craany.
and architectural masterpicces fell by the
dozen under the demolishers™ ball. ac-
companied by the sound of elecrical saws
hacking away atf rare tree specimens.

Recently however. the irreversible course
of destruction en which Cairo seemed bound
has been reversed. Two decrees issued by
Cairo Governor Ibrahim Shehata have given
new hope 1o those who thought they were

Sufra Dayma

Macaroni with leeks
and cold cuts

Ingredicnts:

fighting 2 lusing battle,

The first deeree. conceming the suburh of
Maadi. appearad in the Offfvial Guzene No
52 ¢ March 1998y, It limits the built area ta
30 per cent of the surface of anv plot of
land und the elevation of the building erect-
ed o three tloors ubove ground floor level
or one time the width of the streer. which-
ever is smaller. Furthermore. to protect the
residential character of the suburh. permits
lor constrections intended for commercial
and business purposes will no longer be is-
sued.

Last week, the Tree Lovers” Association’s
Spring Garden Watk. which coincided with
the celebrations of Earth Day. wus not only
about identifving Fivis sxcomorus (the sy-
camore tree. whose sap is said to cure boils),
Schinus malle (the pepper tree, with its lace-
like. dny leaves. and Cassia fistula. It was
imbued with a new sort of optimism: the
feeling that Mauadi's pastoral character might
not be lost for ever after all. Landscape archi-
tect Asma El-Halwagy. a pillar of the Tree
Lovers” Association. who has fought long
and hard to save the suburb. was keen o give
credit where. she insisted. it was due: ~I was

Resiawmant revicw

Enter the dragon

Andrew Steele breathes fire

not alone in my struggle. 1 was inspired by
Safeya Moine, who did so much to preserve
Maadi and its trees. advised by Nur El-Dali.
chairman of the association. who was aware
of the pitfalls of overdevelopment. encour-
aged and assisted by all the members of the
association as well as the ordipary citizens
wha take an active interest in the ecological
equilibrium of the area. Furthermore. we
were especially lucky to have access to Cai-
ro's governor. He took our concerns se-
riously and acted promptly to avoid further
destruction.”

There were more surprises in store for the
capital. however, as Shehata continued his
drive to prowct Egypt's heritage. Following
the Nadonal Campaign for the Preservagon
of the Architecral Heritage of Modem
Egypt. launched last year by Al-Ahram Week-
Iy and the Fulbright Commission-Egypt,
which aims to foster an appreciation of
Egypt's 19th- and 20th-centary architectural
heritage, and 0 preserve and revitalise the
environment by saving Egypt’s cultural pa-
trimony, the governor of Cairo issued Decree
135/1998, establishing the Cairo Govemor's
Advisory Commiuee to the campaign, and

naming the Fulbright Commissior-Egypt as
its secretariat. The Cairo Governorate’s Re-
gional Organisution for the Prometion of
Tourism and the Fulbright Commission-
Egypt will be responsible for administrative
coordination between the subcomminees and
the Advisory Commiltee,

The campaign’s working groups will oper-
ate within the framework of Cabinet Decree
$63/1998 prohibiting the demolition of villas
and palaces throughout the Arab Republic of
Egypt. and prepare short- and long-term pol-
icies for the implementaton of projects. Fur-
thermore. they will gather the necessary tech-
nical information and establish a database.
identify funding sources and write Fund-
raising proposals for the Advisory Com-
inittee.

Many owners/tenants of buildings targeted
for preservation by Decree 463 have ex-
pressed concern as to the future market valve
of their property. A priority on the agenda of
the groups is the presentation of alternative
options which will allow the conservaton/
restoration of real estate with historical or ar-
chitectural significance, without imposing
material losses on proprietors.

bays of my life

Sugurdas: Called plumber. He wunind 57 370w wial the prudai
was Toud 5o bathwnm wap b feghims He wilt 2o oo o
nevs weeh, Muanw ile. i wds baed noi o e ez,

Sundov’ Mondss © vsed vther bathpon,

Tue-don: Called plurmber, A made poufiz
husy. =i fater. Catled annther plumber H :
misgaze, Secomd piumber did nei Gl Werisawah ,

Woednescay: Catlad first plumber & 700 A womzn 20d &
was sh:-;pin:._:-. Called ot SRk, ars woma Wud B s o Le
the den. Had to mo 0 work o ] .

Thurta:: Fird plember showad sy, Prgh? ame =iy He Sl
U ap. Teoid rae the cistem of e toflet was ThEhINE 2 TN Gited
Todd Rere it had sounded that way for teeniy yen., He dhecasd 2
Said it was OK ] o

Fride: ; wake up to g Houdad bathne o Qe CioeiT S os L2,
Never bad refore. Called the plureber. A Shild od B was 22 e
mosqez. Plumber calted ien minuies faier W Al T e Wt
the pmbiem was, Totd him theut the cisiem Heocume smmedh
ately. Suid ke could fix it for the nme be
an hour. a duv o a month. he had powas o
Wik 10 Dy a nzw terlet Told him Fwoshd o
part it of the cisfern ta sez i 1 could be fasd Meanw
visad not zo wee knder. He callad an hoer Loen, 3 1 oen 2 T
toilet he could instal] it tomormow, Tald hem [ weuhd fans el it
How about the feuity pat? He said e was wewiimzonie

Saturdsy: Plumber called. Dnd | decide 1o boy mesa totla ) Seid |
micht, He offered v come with me. Said | aaul 1 hoeut oL
How shout the fauft part! He said it was Gure ot and woudd
take some dme Lo (.

Sunday: Plumber called. Said he had fund o very gond oot at
barzain price bus it came with husin and bathiab, Tuid Mim L only
peeded o woilat Huw about the fapin pat * He oould nat hear me
well. Did § say we could buy new zpplanass iwemomyw T No, Dol
Tered. Where wis the purt he ook fom my Satern ? He was on hes
way 10 see whet huppened to it He soddeniy sounded cnimerestad,

Monday: Went i ook 2 somc wilels. Couil mi mahe o my
mind.

Tuesttay: Plumber calied. Did | want = docble basin and 2 <enk-
en bathtub? | rushed out and bought a el Fumite Qilad me at
the ofiice. Dnd T want to change the eolour <gheme of te otwr
kathrom as weil’! Told hirm the new wiler aculd he detverad 1
morrow, Coutd he come on Thursday™?

Wednesday: received wilet and lots of srange looking arech-
ments.

Thuraday : Plmber came late i the exemay. Examined the il
and saud it wis the wrong kind and had the wimnz artachments

Friday: Went with plumber to choowe anather wilet. Boeugh!
fiour and wail dies as well. New foilet would he delivered on Sat-
urday. Plumber ook salesman aside. Came hack fooking perks
Orly 1he more expensive model con work in my bathroom. A Jiv
honzst plumber would accept 1o install the cheaper one, Not he, He
has his good reputation o worry about. Didn™t I want o looh at the
bathrubs und hasing since we are changme the toilct? He wouid
mive me a goud price for installing the three pieces. Paid for my
purchases in a hurry and left

Saturday : The shop does not have the expensivz mudel m stock
Lhave towait. Used the other buthrooin.

Sunday: Called plumber 10 advise about the Jelay

Muenday: Toilel was delivered, Called plumber and left messagr,

Tuesday: Plumber did not show up.

Wednesday: Siill no sign of plumber.

Thursday: Plumber arrived. Old toilet wan remoned. the new v
instatled in less than half an hour. A mountain of broken tles i
on my doorstep. The plumber promised tn remas e it when ha fin-
ishes the job. He advised not to use the toilet unal tomormw mshn
1 paid him an extortionist price and sighed with refier.

Friday: Used my bathroom. Bliss.

Saturdgy: The pile of tiles is still on my Joorsten. The #ae ah re-
fuses to remove it. The garbage boys refuse w remonve it The faw-
ab next door would not mind doing the job but he just had a hemia
operation.

Sunday: Woke up ro a fiooded bathroom. New cisiem was heak-
ing. Toiler refused to flush. I called the plumber. A woman told me
he wus pone for the day. The bawab next door was ready o -
move the pile of tiles, for a lurge sum.

Sunday, late pm: Called the plumber a1 worle He had gone horne
for the day. The woman who answered the phone advised w tum
the waier main off. Used the other bathroom.

Sunday: The plumber showed up and fiddled with the crstern: o
minor adjustment.

Maonday: Woke up 10 a flooded bathroom. Called the plumber
and abused the woman who answered the telephnne. Hoped that
she was his wife. She was. Plumber amrived en minutes kater. The
trouble is the toilet paper. Berter not to use uny. Also hetrer nut
fush very ofien. 1 should use the other bathroom. with the old 10i-
let. It is sturdier. They do not make things the way they uscd 10.
Plumber removed new toillet und puzzled over a clump of hard-
ened cement blocking the drain. I should change the drains. They
are 100 tight. “Fix the toilet or I'll have vou amrested.” I hissed in-
sanely. He looked rather surprised. opencd his mouth, thought het-
ter of it and proceeded to scrape the cement out of the drain.

Tuesday: My new toilet works almost as well as the old one.
Plumber called: [s everything all right? Do | want 1o change ihe
wilet in the second hathroom now? b

P
i

Fayza Hassan

Al-Ahram Weekiy

Crocowornd

By Samia Abdennour

190 11 42 13
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350 gms elbow macaroni

3 small leeks (chopped in
small pieces)

120 =ms cold cuts 1your
choice - choppedi

2 tbsp flour

2.172 cups milk

3/4 cup grated 1asty cheese

1/4 cup cream

2 thsp grated parmesan cheese
30 gms burer

60 ams butter (extra)

Salt + pepper + nutmeg {grated)

Method:
Drop macaroni into & large
saucepan of boiling water and
cook undl tender iaf denre).
abpwt 12-15 minues. Driin
and rinse under cold running
water. Place in 4 greased shal-
low ovenproof serving dish.
Sauté lecks and cold culs in
butter for 3-5 minutes. Toss
through pastz. Heat extra but-
ter in a saucepan. Add flour
and stir until golden. Remove
from heat and add milk grod-
pally. suming continuously
over heat undl sauce thickens.
Season and add checse and
cream, Pour the suce aver
macaroni mixiure and sprinkle
parmesan cheese on top. Bake
in preheated moderale oven
vntil fop is coloured. Scrve
hot with a green salad. N
Moushira
Abdel-Malek

1t’'s one of those places: if one were giving di-
rections. one would undoubtediy add the tag
line. “You can’t miss it". For indeed if you
can find Baghdad Streer. you really can’t miss
the Chinese Dragon. a relatively recent addi-
tion 1o the plethom of Chinese outlets in He-
liopolis. A large and fancy lantern bangs
above a winding flight of marble steps. which
leads to a set of mirmored deors. which lead
the diner into the mouth of the dragon. Once
inside. "red’ is the adjectve that springs
mind. Lots of it. More of the rather rwee lit-
te lantens adomn the ceilings. Chinese bath-
ing beauties in a variety of very posed poses
perk up the walls. The paneliing is stained
red. the seadng is painted red, and. against all
odds. it really looks rather good. Crushed silk
table clothes and brutally starched napkins
add to the squeaky cleun effect. orienta] style.
It was quiet the night we went o sample their
wares. a bit too quiet. One hopes that bust-
pess is brisker on other nights of the wesk,
since the Chinese Dragon knows its onions as
far as the gasironomic delights of the Mother-
land are concerted. Service. needless to say.
was aitentive but not embarassingly so. The
music was piped and peaceful — the perfect
venué. in fact, for a romantic evening.

The menus offer a number of set platters
and a fairly extensive. but not mind-boggling
3 17 carte section. As is my wonl, | chose the
vegetable spring rolls. It's always a lark to
sec how they maich up. and one is rarely dis-
appointed. It takes a buffoon of a chef to
boich a spring roll, afier all. Here they are
wmall but very tasty. Thin as thin filo pastry
mils. smffed with the usual shredded veg-
ctables. which. in this instance. had benefitted

from a lovely savoury marinade. Moliamed
chose the intriguingly titled Shrimp Toast,
which was indeed what it claimed o be —
pieces of fried bread topped with a scrump-
tous egg. shrimp and sesame seed mixture,
The sort of dish that's such a wow. one al-
most wants to order it again. We desisted,
however. and got on with the serious business
of the main course.

The gun bo shrimps were large and suc-
culent and came in a spicy glaze with thinly
sliced vegetables and some wonderfully pi-
quamt chared chilli swips. These are rec-
ommended. The Szechuan vegetables with
bean curd were also a weat, boasting gendy
simmered oyster mushrooms, strips of bam-
boo shoot and mriangles of pleasantly creamy
tofu in a zapping hot sauce. The chicken with
green pepper and cashew nuls was less of a
winner. Although the sauce was savoury and
the cashew nuts bursting with promise. the
chicken had been boiled rather than fried and
was therefore a little pink for my liking. Bur
It was the textore rather than the taste that was
at fauli and it would seem churlish to grum-
ble. The accompanying rices were sieamed
and fried nespecavely. and met with our ap-
proval. To sum uvp, they definitely know
what they're doing at the Chinese Dragon.
Good simple Szechuan-inspired, chow
pieasant surroundings and laudable service.
Not as cheap as one might think. at LE135 for
alf the above and two Stellas. but not overtly
txpensive cither. Waich those linle charred
chillies. though: they'lI have you spitting fire.

The Chinese Dragon, 40A Baghdud Sireet,
Heliopnlis
Tel: 4154704

ACROSS
1. Defacement: cicatrix (4)
5. Beguile (5)
10.  Whar
pulled out{-H
14. Limping (4}
15. Fantasies (8}
16. Well-known
walch makers (4)
17. Second or third hand (4)
18. In a self-centred manoer
(10}
19. Count again (3)
22 Convenient (6)
23. It follows playing or
post (4)
24. Chancel or sanctuary (4)
25. Harsh (6}
28. Operatic voice (8)
32. Monctary unit of Ma-
ggo}ghinn 3

. More protected (5)
35. Intimidate {3)
36. Commies {(4)

Jack Homer

Swiss

38. Adjusts spacing between
characters (5)

40. Covered colonnade (4}
41, Piqued 15)

43. Pose again (5)

43. Printers’ measure. pl. (3)
46. Robust; tenacious (3)
418. Route: development (6)
50. Extreme {§)

51. Epidermis (4}

32. Protective armour (6)
33. Helio's illumination (8)
59. Affectionate (10)

61. Cruss: a gibbet (4)

62. Excited (1)

63. Customs (5}

64. Benefit (4)

63. Efface (4)

66. Beast. jumbled (5)

67. Nasal mucus (4)

DOWN

1. Make insinuations against;
stigma {4)

2. Situation; canister (4)

3. Assent; by all means (41

4. Cut back: lessen 1)

3, System of deciding winner
from competitors who have
scored (8)

6. Came 10 the boundary (5)
7. Heather covered upland (4)
8. French for pleat (3)

9. A person sampling food

6
10. Breast feeders: arch-
bishops (8)

11. Tie (4)
12. Freehold state prevailin
before feudal sysle:l:j 14) #
13. Mythical herb endowed
';\;th l;r;ag;s propertes (4)

. Blushing: easilv fright-
encd (5) ¥ gh
21. God of War (4)

24, Fa:_m building, pL 15}

25. Asian dress. pl. 151

26. Tum inside out (5)

27. Swongz alcoholic spirit

n;ade by distillation of rve

5 :

28. Headdress (5)

r259 Semi aquatic mamma]
)

30. Inen gas, pl. (5)

31, Obliterate (5)

34. Shustle (5

37. Edging that prevents
cloth from unravetiag (§)

39, Disease (8}

42. Linger: inhabit (5)

44, Sweat of one's brow (4
47. Passtonate i6)

49. Makes man and wife 161
S1. A summary of whar is
known of a subject (5}

52. Horse mackerel 14}

53. Gigantic /4y

54. Baal i4)

33. Ailing ¢4

56. - Chaco. Central South
America (4}

37. Apotheosis i)

38. Wizwam ($)

6U. Bewail (3)
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George Bahgory's new book, From .
Bahgora to Paris, is just out, but George
himself is making the voyage in reverse
this time. As always, he has rediscovered
Paris. Back in Cairo, he recollects

]
Modigliani approaches, bearing his palefte, surrotmded by
long. eloquent nudes. The red-haired worizan’s hat *
trembles as she dances at Renoir's Mouljn de 1a Galette,
and the girls at the Moulin Rouge shriek in glee. The lice
of the tree falls across Pont Marie, parallel to the lines of
the grey houses. From white windows, the blue stems of
violets sway gently. The grey clouds, 1attered, disperse -
above my head, as the yellow water entrapped within the
confines of the Seine’s banks begins to.1un, slowly.
beneath Alexander’s bri Agregdsllgeon Auters above
my head, before sinking down, in es; as it comes 10
land, its naked pink claws curl around the air foran -
instant. then gently, coolly graze’ the back of my neck.
Can I see Paris anew, now that I have spent quarter of a
century in its streets, among its bnildings and statues, on
the banks of its river? Days and nights under those grey
eaves, in rooras to which servams climbed back- : . 22 . B , . N
ftights of stairs, _beforetbcwar.For?.Sym.Ihavehwd : . (7 Y il 7 3 . 2R\ hjior P Do the stones
the min drumming on my roof, over my head. Thad cnly X P A T R -7 AP = e g of the Paris

the window, and the rain would wash

m&fﬂn:hﬁe skeins of water, more grey clouds,my Opern danee
parting now aod then over the bivest moon I have seen.

Shall I return, tomorrow morqing,aﬁertomghr’smn. w
mingle with the twongs of tourists in open-mouthed -
contemplation of Notre Dame's facade? When morning
comes, this monntain is wansformed, once again, into the
face of the Virgin Mary. Shall I place my hat on my head
once more. my raincoat on my shoulders, leap over what
Paris’s caning inhabitants have left on my doorstep, and
return. to Sit once more in the cave bepeath the Pont -
Marie? From this vantage point, T shall admire the yellow

waters of the Seite, as they ron sluggishly by. Shall I look

up. then, to the clouds banling above me, above the
of the Sacré Coeur, above the mountans o_f Monm_mme?
I could become & child once more, or & silly tourist,.

oazing a this magic mountain spam Trom boly lace. I'sdll
have my conteroplation. my old obsessions, my drawings "
in one thousand and one sketchbooks, It is too difficult not -

to u _evuythingasifthiswastheﬂr_stﬁme.;(
ref::?toﬁgn. with my eyes, the of a child, a painter

or a silly tourist: the eyes I keep for Paris. )

Edited by Pascale Ghazaleh

Swan Lake?
This unrivalled
Jewel of
French
architecture
seems to drift
somewhere
above ground
level. Visitors
cannot believe
their eyes.
They sit on the
stairs and
stare, and
gape, as
Charlie Chaplin
shuffles by,
and an ersatz
Piaf belts out
La Vie en Rose




- . . .- e earmlman i m—— et s % om

PRSP

16 Travel

e

LT B A

the beginning of March.

TIME OFF AT NABTA PLAYA the announc

The area lies 130 Kilometres west of the temple of Abu Simbel,

The site

kilometres in groups of 18 to 50 oval-shaped stone dwellings.
Scholars. joumafists and photographers who accompanied

: ! ement that in a great depression which might have been a season
American scholars in Egypt’s western desert had unearthed what  tires long passed, when the Sabara desert was savannah.
may be the world's oldest human semlement made headlines at

.

M. - —

fake in Fred Wendorf. head of excavations in the area, and members of

the Supreme Council of Antiquities, found 2 bage sand-dune on
ises some 18 villages scartered across 38 square  which to take their picmic hmch. away from cow skeletons in
burial grounds, ostrich eggs, flint tools and pottery.

photo: Khaled EHFig

Martyred in Alexandria,

_. ‘-n. k
el

o

The basilica in southern Sinai lies in the remote monntains "
- within a walled monastery. while the neo-ciassical structore §8
in Alexandria is in 2 heavily populated area of the capital

The Church of Saint Catherine in Alexandna is
an elegant if somewhar eclectic modern basilica
with a facade characterised above all by s
height. This two-level aeo-classical construction
was designed by [talian architects and built in
1847,

In contrast, the monastery dedicated to the
same saint in the Sina is a large fortified struc-
tre built in 330 by the Emperor Jusdnian. Al-
though the basilica is totally unimpressive from
the outside. with its stmple walls made of dressed
granite and covered with a simple corrugated
iron roof. its interior is an impressive example of
Greek ecclesiastical architecnire and ornament.

These two sites. onc on the Mediterraprean
coast and the other in the rugged mountains of
southen Sinai. are both dedicated to one of the
most popular of Christian saints. Saint Catherine
of Alexandria is understood to have died a virgin
martyr af the beginning of the fourth century.
The daughter of a wealthy family, she was not
only tall, beautiful and gracious. but was well
versed in poetry,”philosophy and mathematics.
According to one popular tradition, she wit-
nessed with

andrian church is sacred because it is believed fo
have been built on the site where the saint was
beheaded on 25 November 303. At her death
milk. not blood. reputedly flowed from her
wounds and inside the chapel is a block of mar-
ble believed to have come from the column to
which she was bound. The Sipai church is es-
pecially venerated because it contains two golden
reliquaries, the first housing the hand of the saint
adorned with sparkiing rings and bracelets, the
second her skull.

There are several different traditions purporting
1o explain Saint Catherine’s association with the
Sinai. According to ome popular version, five
centuries afier her martyrdom a monk in Sinai
had a vision in which be saw the dead saint’s
body become radiant with light as it was lifted by
angels to a peak near Mouar Sinai (subsequently
known as Mount Catherine). where it remained

incorruptible. When monks ascended the moun- -

tain in the nioth century, they found the intact

"body, which exuded a sweet-smelling mymh that

was periodically collected in small bottles be-
cause it was believed to have koly and healing

Among the eleventh-cenhoy pilgrims to jour-
ney to the mountain was a monk called Simon.
He found that three finger-bones had detached
themselves from her hand and be took them to
the Abbey of the Trinity in Rouen, France,
whence the news of her martyrdom spread rapid-
ly throughout Christendom. The rest of her re-
mains were camried to the monpastery in Sinai
which now bears her name.

The culr of Saint Catherine spread yet firther
with the prosccution of the Crusades, and leg-
enxds multiplied around her relics and the healing
properties that were claimed for them.

The Church of Saint Catherine in Alexandria,
built on a plot of Iand offered for the purpose by

The little-visited Church of Saint
Catherine in Alexandria is finked with
the famous monastery in Sinai by their
common dedication to the fourth-

century martyr. Samir Naoum goes

Mohamed Ali in the last days of Moharram Bey's
governorship, is a modem structure. It was de-
signed by the architects P Barbiet and Sons, in-
augurated in 1850, and renovated in 1927. It is
built on the basilica plan with three porticos. A
statue of the saint adoms the central raain en-
trance. The body of the church is rectangular in
shape, with the central portico wide, high and
adomed with colonnades. each comprising four
round arches and vauiting. These arches

the central portico from the side aisles. The cap-
ftals are Ionic, and the central vanlt is decorated
with brightly-coloured representations of szints
set into four circular niches. Below these are four
windows which rest on ornamentai reliefs.

In front of the central portico is a spherical
dome decorated with geometrical designs. Below
the dome stands the main altar of imported Italian
marble, which is elliptical in shape and decorated
with plant designs. Behlind the main altar is a
marble plaque bearing the name of King Vittorio
Emanuele (1869-1947). Apparently. the Talian
Republic had asked King Farouk. with whom
Vittore Emanuele had strong ties, 1o allow him to
oo Geposed. Before his deah the former King of
was re hi ormer king o
Italy asked o be interred in Saint Catherige’s
Church.

Neo-classical elements in the chorch include
baroque curves and “rounded triangles™. Both
sides of the basilica are decorated with brightly-
coloured icons of tht:e saints. One shows Saint
Catherine preaching the gospel to a group of pa-
gans and was donated to the church by the Em-
peror of Anstria jn 1849.

The right portico is divided into four parts: the
first has a door leading to the church garden, the
second a smalf altar with statues of saints, the
third a rectangular niche over another small altar
bearing a statue of Jesns Christ on the Cross, and

Insurance coverage for tourists

in an effort to stop the fall in the number of tourists coming to Egypt, the govemment is lobbying intemational in-
surance companies to join in providing coverage for visitors. Reem Leila reports

_Monastery of Saint Catherine

_looking for connections

wnoay Jpueg :sojd

.. A Come Sl la WS

dlefounhawaﬂreliefrepresenti-ngan

angel

There is also a round baptismal font of marble
in the shape of a flower whose branches stretch
exquisitely over the sides. The church tower with
its round clockfuce and bells stands to the nosth-
east and is accessible by mieans of a spiral stair-
way. -
In Sinai, the bell tower of the Monastery of
Saint Catberine is separate from the church and
houses nine bells of different sizes which were
presented by the Russian Church in 1871, as well
as an ancient wooden bell which had been used
earlier. Like the church in Alex-
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Super Jet, Eas: Delss 2 West Defta baten cpeoas:
throughout Egypt.

Super Jeot

Super Jet sations are locuicd i Al .
mnmmm-ﬂmm
TJI2-663.

Services shmost every half hor from 5.30sm wo okt
fruems Taisir, then Giza. Almazz and e wport. Tl
LEIS anti) Sprs; LE21 thereafier; from $he arpor LEA
e Spus; LE3Q thereafyer. -
_ A VIP bos with phooe meexs legves Almaza ot 7. 1o

way.

Services af T2 depamse and 7pvn rotrrn from Almazh
and Tahrir Square. Tickes LE36.
Cairo-Sidi Abdei-Ralunan

LES2 -

Catro-Port Said

Services every balf boor from Sam w Sam; theo Sen.
1mmm4mmmu—n-
Sereet. Tickats LEIS each way.

Alenandtia-Prsz Said
Servace 6.45am, from Ramsleh § a x
Departs Port Ssic 3.30pm. Tickets LEX? cach wan.

Trains nin 1o Alexandyiz, Port Said, Luxor sod Asen,
from Ranwis Station. Tel. 147 or 575-3355.
Cairo-Luxor-Aswin .

“French™ deluxe trains witl slecpers .
Services 10 Laxos and Aswan 7.40pm 2ed Spom {reacking
Luxor 6.40am and Sam, Aswan 840 sad 10nnh

i WILFIYfor
i LE4I for

Services to Luxor and Aswan 5.45pwa, 8.45pos amd
9.45pm. Tickets to Luxor; frst cless LES!: second clxys
LE3L. Tickess o Aswan: Siear clogs LEGY; second el

Caio-Alexandria .

VIP trairr; Service Sam. Tackess firt cizss LEI? wath a meal;
LEZ2 withomt a meal. - :

Standand rains: Services famn, | Lum. oo, Spe std Tpe.
Tickets ferst class LE22; second class LEI?.

French” i '

Services bowty fronz Sam o 10.30pm. Tickets first class
LEC; second class LEF2.

Cxirp-Por Said .

Services 6.20mm and 845y Tickets first class LEAS: -
socond class LE26.

EgyptAir

[ ] -

There are between two and five domestic flights daily.
M%rmmmmmm;a
Hilton 10. .

Cairp-Aswan

Tickets LE345 for Egyptians, LE1145 for foccigners. both
Tound-tap,

Cairo-Euxor

T@mhmmmm bhody
I. . y Ly

-§ Cairo-Shaom E1-Sheikh

Tickers LE2ET for Egypiians, 1 ES#7 for forcigoers. both
round-irip.

Compiied by

andria, the interior of the chwrch is

rich and opulent, but in classicai~ {f
Greek style. A gilded iconostasis is
crowned by a great crucifix painted
in bright colours. The altar is inlaid
with mother-of-pearl. and there are
huge bronze chaodeliers, presented
as gifts by wealthy benefactors. One
of the finest jtems in the building,
though, is the seventeenth-century

-icon which shows the saint sitting

surrounded by books which repre-
sent her leaming and the wheel of
her martyrdom. .

Practical information: Saint Cathe-
rine's Church in Alexandrig is in
the district of El-Manshia Es-
Soghra. Scint Catherine’s Mon-
asiery in Sinai lies 410lan from Cai-
ro and 30%am from the Canal nmn-
nel. For further reading, see: The
ine in Si-
nai by Jill Kamil, distributed by
AUC Press and all mgjor book
shops.

Telephone Numbers of Cairo Offices

Departure and arrival only (24 Hours daily}

grief  properties.
how the emperor
promoted  the
worship of idols,
and tried un-
_~ successfully o
convert him 10
( I: ) wsﬁ&gﬁy. For
- r efforts she
h was cruelly rtor-
' tured and put to
death.
YRAMSA Both basilicas
FOTELL R TEUILES attract pilgrlms
from all over the
Deal of the week?! || #orid- The Alex-
LE 115
__ASWAN
LE 80
i LDHXOR: & i
LE 70
NILE CRUISES . .
1 Foreign travel agencies pre-
LE 150 viously paid insurance for chi-
- e .. ens againsi any harm that
) S might come to them while
LE 125 abroad. After the 17 No-
- X vember massacre in Luxor, n
Rates per penan pet night which 58 foreign tourists
Breakfanl included were killed by terrorisis, most
Cruises Full Board of these agenci&E stoppeld
BOOK NOW!! paying insurance for wavel-
. . Ic:symtsb Egypt and, indeed,
7 nights at the price of 5 stopped issming tickeis to
i i E altogether. The Egyp-
4 nights at the pncg of 3 ﬁg,gl;lm e 4
stitute.
15/7/1998 An insurance accord, de-
For reservations signed to provide probection
Pyramisa Hotel Cairo against lemrorism fm' tourists
&0 Grza Strect - Dokke coming via travel agendies,
Tel: 336079 172/65 nd ¢ against va;':e?:s
Fax: 3361936 injuries death, 15 4
drawn up by the Ministry of
Tourism and Egypt Travel
Agents Association (ETAA).
The accord takes effect at the
start of May and the ministxy

and ETAA are wging Eu-
ropean countries to join.

According to Adel Abdel-
Razik, a member of the
ETAA and owner of a travel
company, the ETAA. along
with the Ministry of Tour-
ism, will issue a one-dollar
insurance bill on each ticket.
Tourists will not bear the
cost, and compensabion will
range from $100,000 to
$500,000 in case of injury,
partial or total disability or
death

The scheme, to be made in
coordination with the Tourist
Authority and inmternational
insurance companies, has al-
ready encouraged some trav-
el agencies o remove E
from their blacklist and re-
twrn it on their st of rec-
ommended destinations.

Following the govern-
ment’s enforcement of new
SeCurity amangements, del-

egations from Brimin, Ger- of the ETAA. age and amother of shorter du-
many and italy, among oth-  ‘Tourists who talked to Al- rafion. “The first wilf be ose-
ers, visived in the past Ahrom Weekly last week ful for those who come regu-

moanth and, said Abdel-Razik,
“members of several coun-
ries welcomed the new se-
curity arrapgements and have
retumed to their countries to
white positively about'
Articles written in ﬁequl%E
dia have dooe much to
change Epypt's image in peo-
ple’s minds.*

Several Egyptian insurance
companjes had wanted io is-
sue insurance coverage but
the government deemed it
better 10 encourage foreign
tourists by coondinating with
international travel agencies.
“Tt was considered mors log-
ical, not to mention re-
assuring, for foreigners if an
agreement were made be-
twesn tourist authorities and
international €O ies,”
said Elhamy El-Zayar, head

about the new scheme were
delighted. None were aware
beforechand that such a
scheme was in the pipeline
but when they heard details,
many said it would umn-
doubtedly instil greater con-
fidence in travellers wanting
to visit Egypt.

Briton Andrew Thomson
sasid, T hope more in-
formation will be circulated
to travellers about the efforts

¥
pamber of towrists to Egypt,
and encourage those Wwho
cancelled their trips to book
a%3in,” sald ronrist Emma
S nson.

laly to Egypt” sajd El-
Zayat. “The other kind wili
belp those who visit Egypt
briefly, for cultural tourism.”
Both bills will cast the same,
but they will be issued only
to travellers booking throu,

authorised travel agencies.

_On]yaboutljmﬂlionlour.
ists out of four million will
consequently benefit from the
new scheme. The ini

25 million are either So-
danese residents or Arab trav-

.ellers “who refuse the whole

concept since they come to
t individually * As soon
as the new plan is put into ef-
fﬂll. a public relalons com-
pitees i to the Min-
5oy of Tourism will be
assigned W explain how it
works and o emphasise jts
benefits,” added El-Zayat_

Sfpballrreve
LEosp iR

2450270-2450260

Aimont
2441460-2452244

Movenpi
2911830-4183720

Heliopolis
2908453-2904528

Abbassia
830888-2823271

Nasr City
2741871-2746499

a -
5750600-5750868

2741953-2746336

Shubra
2038072/4-2039071

i
5749714

Adii
3900999-3902444

Opery
3914501-3800999

Talaat Harbh
3930381-3932836
Hilton
5759806-5747322
Sheraton -
3613278-3488630

Lamalek
3472027-3475193

Site tours

Tickess from Almazz LE2S; from the supas LE3Z exch

Services at 6.30xm, Tam, Sarn, 9um sad 3 45pm. Tackem

Tickets LE?54 for Egyptians, LES3 for foreigners. both
round-trip.
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Pl The first Egyptian Efite Table Tennis Championship brought
e together the country’s best players so as to winnow out a -
e national team for the coming Olympic Toumament in Moscow & : -
. next May. Abeer Anwar Sosts her pings from her pongs S i
“

In the first

dong

Egym'sbmmmmmmmcwmm

ian Elite Table Tennis Champion- 21-12), Ip the scmifinals, be bear El-Sayed La-  thusizsm overwhelmed El-Sayed's experience 2-0

. Egyptian
. sitip beld at Zamalek Indoor Halls, Ashraf Sobhi -sheen easily 2-0 to qualify for the fmal. There his - in less than a guaner of an hour (21-10, 21-11,.

i and

i Abdel-Aziz caried off the cups in, was Ahmed Salah who qualified afier i the
n respectively, the men's and women's evenﬂl:r..ps The e the o o a Commenting on
oy lop 16 men and the 1op eight women ig the league -9-21). However, it was expers

. standard of the mawches, Dr
beating the junior star Anyr Reda 2-1 (25-14. 21-%.  Samir Belagui. head of the Egyptian Table Tennis
that won the Federation, commented. “It was a great success.

loumament were igvited 10 take part jn the three-

day event The 16 men were divided inta four.

groups, the eigh;hwyomm into. two. After this sea-
son's strong rivalry between experienced African
and Arab champions. there were a oomber of sur-
prises in store at the Elite. Top African champions,
Ashraf Helmi and Sherif El- were eliminated
by jumior players Ahmed Saleh and Amr Reda
Ashraf Sobhi. however, who recently tansferred
from Ahli where he spent most of his ing ca-
reéer 1o Zamalek, was abhmrmhm%

“the whole ¢
(2321, 21-17).

day in the most lively and. close-fought match of
frica, Sobhi taking the cup 2-0

In the women's event, Shaimaa Abdel-Aziz, the
African and Amb junior champion. who is only 16,
triumphed easily in the absence of any strong com-
petition. Even Sherine El-Alfi, once Egypt’s fore-
most 1able teonis player and Zamalek's star for
many years, succambed 10 her eadily enough in the
quarterfinals 2-1. In the semifinals, Ahdel-Aziz
beam Bassant Othman 2-1 to meet Gihan Ef-Sayed.

The championship will now be an annual event in
the Federation’s calendar. as it gives our 1op
players the chance to meet and facilitaes our
choice of the national team.”™ As jor the coming
Olympic Tournament in Moscow, Beltagui thinks
that Shaimaa Abdel-Aziz will be able to do some.
thing for Egypt. but it will be a difficult competi-
ton. as there will be a number of strong junior un-
der-17 players from countries such as Japan and
South America.” As for Shaimaa Abdel-Aziz, she

sed her happiness by saving. I couldn’t be-

What do you dream of in this hot dusty weather? Some
peoplie dream of snow. They want to touch ice, smell ice,
breathe ice. They like to feet coki. And now they can have
their dreams come true, even here in Egypt. Nashwa
" Abdel-Tawah loses her head — and her balance

In last week's heat wave, I put my roud-

tinre life on hold and took shelter in a . fri
four-walled firsi-floor walk-in freezer, -

an air-conditioned fortress, repelling all

©oTa You envy me, I know. And, of coorse,
you're right to. But dop't think I was en-

joving myself I'm 2 warm-blooded

creature, after all: noi an ice maiden. If ]

was impdsoned in an igloo, however

. beamiful it might be, I'd meh my way
- out in no time. :
Sull T sat there with a friend of mine,
tediously Iisting onr dreams. Oh! ¥ I had
Aladdin’s lamp, I said, I would build an
- indoor snow. field for my fellow -de-
s prived, toriored and sports-addicted
countrymer. An ice palace, a refuge of

cold, somewhere you could go with your

friends to dance, spin and jump, where

T there’s no friction to hold your back, no
gravity to pull you down. Oh!'No sooner

had { said it, than all these ideas were

- dancing i a ting n my mind! If only T -

could make them a reafity...
To my sorprise, 1 was told that my

dust, accepting no temperatures of 43°C, |

. Skate? Moi? With all its thrills and

of right 10 4 shaggier critter, a husky or - ;
“a St Bernard? I didn't have 2 sleigh 1o

after beating Ayman Zakada 2-1 {1921, 21-10. This was an easy mamch for Abde-Aziz as her en-  lieve that | beat players I bave wken as my models,

“Isis onice

1 was going to dare to leam to skate,

spills and bumps and falls, and of
course bruises, that I entively hate?
How can you teach an old desert dog
new tricks, especially when they belong

ull; X didn™t evel HAve & Wil Barel t0™

round my neck. I didn't want 1o ?
mmpacmss_l_hearcﬁcwasts.ursnle R .
glaciers to bring
from. the final stages of exposure. But

wravellers back to life . Eids on the ice and maybe the next Torvill and Dean will be born on the banks of the Nile
ical inheritance. We come and pow they are passing on what them and everyone else is buried under

photos- Emad Nassri
I will do my hes: in the future to win a place for
Egypt in the coming Olympic Tournament in Mos-
cow.” Abdal-Aziz nill be 1aking par in a closed
camp unti! the end of May at the Olympic Centre
in Maaci.

Maged Asbour, the pational team coach, com-
mented, ~I have mad= 2 moining plan for the cight
plavers who will take pan in the event in Moscow.
The team wili 2o into closed camp at the Olympic
Centre and will also participate in the Arab and Af-
rican champioaships 2s pan of their preparation.”

Ashraf Sobhz, for his part was delighted with his
victors. "l am very happy that I was able to win
the cup for Zamolek, the ¢lub 1o which I have just
mansferred. { hope "1l be able to bring something
back frem the Worid Championship in Malaysia
nexe vear as weli”

photos: Mohamed Mosaad

then 1 our geographical
ear: Now. now, Nashwa: it's never oo from the earth, not from some chilled they've leamt to a new gencration of fifty meters of beavy metals and sheer
,m . . =

and my sense of ad- i a handful of dust. frozen Pharaohs.

ise, and the sign of our belonging cool-footed dudes — iced Cairenes and  hear, ar Jeast I'H be able to go back 10

Maadi and practice my grindingly slow

So m
dream had already come trne — in, of venture

all places, Maadi. “If it’s snow you're 'dqgnimolhebommofmylmapsack
wi

after, stop dreaming. There's some busi-
nessman already thought of that,” said

JIng
my friend. Sounds quite casual, doesn’t  trust these
she? It's okay for hes: she’s not a sports  The rink

Sdll, the Swedes have sand pits, so  “I haven't enjoyed 1eaching skaring as
why shouldn't we have ice rinks? So I much as 1 do now since T left Canada.”
old wainers, and broke into the  got oat there, and soon I was shaking said Boudreau enthusiasticaily. “There,
pair of blades. “How can I and swinging, fluctoating to and fro. It  kids are bomn 1o skae, but hese it's their

two knives?" I wondered. was bad karma — 1 hate falling over —  first ice and the kids are igporamt of
may be circalar, but I knew I but there was no way out of it Indeed, everything about skating. You teach

figures of eighL As I Jeft the ice hall and
climbed up the stairs back into the real
world, | heard a beautiful six-year-old
girl asking her father, “Can ! do ice-
skaring 1oday, daddy™™ Oh not again! It
seems that it’s already a phenomenon in

[ ] A | |
African countries want
Egypt to quit as a member
of the African Taekwondo
Federation. Eman

Abdel-Moeti examines a

possible conspiracy
S S
Kenya firmly believes :hat the
Egyptian national tackwondo team
should play its Olympic qualifying
matches in Asia, oot Africa. A
Kenyan official hzs sent a petition to
the World Taekwondo Federation
asking it to consider Egypt 2 member
of the Asian federation instead. An
unusual regquest, and the: unnamed
Kenyaz official had an unusua}
explanation. He said it was unfair thar
African countries, aew [0 the sport,
should compete againnt Egypt, which
has plaved the game for two decades, -
and is of world championship calibre,
challenging the likes of Korea and
China-Taipei for globul dominance,
For example, in the last '‘World
Tackwondo Championstips held in
Hong Kong, Egypt came in fourth out
of 64 teams. No African country even
came close. And the Egypiian national
team is currently preparing to .
participase in the 6-conny World
Cup.

T‘;u: Kenyan request is only half the
story. South Africa and Kenya, among
other African countries, are 1o hold an
wnofficial Africap championship in
August, but the tournament’s main
aim seems to be a sideline discussion
on how 1o replace African Tackwondo
Federation President Sayed Khashaba,
an Egyptian, with 2 Kenvan. Egypt
was not invited 1o the championship
(which is not officially recognised by
the World Federazion). Neither was
Khashaba and another Egvptian,
Secreiary-General of the African
Federation Amr Khairy.

Khairy, who is also manager of the
Egyptian federation, said that African
countries do not wam Egypt to
compete against them “because they
know we will win in the end and
qualify for the Olympics. If they have
to compete against us, they want it 10
be held in the poor weather conditions
prevailing in Kenya or Somh Africa,
which would be detrimental io our
players’ performance.”

Obviously, some African countries
want to take a shoricut to the
Olympics, and are imable to accept
the fact that Egypt, ranked in the top
five teams in the world since 1992,
has the more experienced players.

I the Sixth All-Africa Games, held
in Zimbabwe in 1995. Egypt won six
tackwondo gold medals on the first
two days of competition. On the
second-1o-last day. a Kenyan member
of the squad asked Khairy to let his
players win the last two gold medals.
As Khairy tells it. “He told me, *You
have already won six gold medals,
why don't you let us win the last two”
1 did not listen to him, of course, and
our plavers won. That is what angered
them.” Egypt collected all eight gold
medals in Zimbabwe, coming in first
place, followed by South Africa.

Egyptian national team players are
what they are today because they have
had the opportunity to compele
against world-class players in
international competition. It scems
only logical that African tackwondo
players would want to take advantage
of the African championships 1o
compete against the world-class
Egypiizn players. Unless that
happens. not even replacing Khashaba
is going 10 guaranice Kenya's
tackwondo players a passage to the
2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney.

el addict. But I need my fix. ¥ had to main- - had booked a one-way ticket to iIn- you can hardly avoid it So i fell. Just them their skating ABC. It's quite new Maadi. Fortunately for some, the out-
foks line me some ice, before the heat tmed  stability. I bent down and pinched the standing up on your biades may seem for me and very fruirful.” Both women  siders haven't canght on yer
all my dreams 10 water. I needed a shot  ice, just 1o make sure it was real. They  easy, but (o the beginner it’s like Jearn- agree they emjoy teaching kids more  So remember the golden rule of winter
- of the white stuff. Jumping from my bed~ keep it at -9°C —iden] for treating ty-  ing to walk all over agaim. My firstsieps  than adulls. “Grown-ups are frightened . spors, and indeed of life nself: those
N {because that, dear reader, is where I ns fever or mixing a pim colada, were funny, bard and painful. but also o fall, whereas kids are fast learners, es-  who ger carried away will end np flat on
was) I fled my cool paradise for the bell- When T felt it sear the plams of my encouraging, thenks especially to the su-  pecially if they know how 1o rollersk-  their bum one day. Egypt won™1 be pro-
ish roads of Cairo and the way to the hands, that's when I tealised that ice-  pervision of two Canadian teachers. ate,” added Bazin. So far they've umed ducing ice skaiing champions for some
.':!—i'-" = south, where the Helwan cement works  skating is a sport for countries’ who are Josée Boudreau has 14 yemrs” ex- ow 75 Egyptian skalers between them, time yer Even 10 years may be 1oo
J cast their long chilly shedows, and the used fo this kind of thing: countries perience of teaching ice skills and Chan-  As I finished my one-hour class [ was  soon. But my dream came true, so may-
vz penguins waddle. and the polar bears where people keep chains on the wheels  tal Bazin has 12. These two highly qual- glad to touch solid ground again. But be other people’s will 100. Nowadays in
o PH roam. - . of their Volvos, countres where people  ified women give classes at the Holiday  still, even if all my worst fears were cor-  Egypl everything is possible. So maybe
; Ao M Like foreigners when they see the Pyr- can ski inlo work- from the suburbs  Ceatre in Maadi to all who want to leam  firmed, I'm determined to go on skating,  our children will leamn o dance with the
o e amids or the vast desert for the first eight months out of twelve. They're — young and old, fat and thin. men and  at least until ['ve got the basic skills off penguins. Maybe the next Torvill and
titae, so I felt my heart Iift, flutter and al-  used to it, whereas we, we've only seen  women. The science of ice skating falls pat. I know I'm never going to be one of Dean will be bom on the banks of the
v atiG0 most stop dead, when I Girst canght sight  the stuff in our refrigerators, or'in films. - {or rather, doesn’t} into three main those Russian women with legs like ar  Nile — or at least, within walking dis-
B of the ong. But what was I, an Egyptian, That doesn’t mean that we can’t do it branches: skills, freestyle and dance. A old race horse who can perform wuipie tance of the Grand Mall. And maybe
- 2 doing there? Whar was [ thinking of, But we jaris were bom with sand  teacher has to pass eight [evels in skills. axles at 75mph while being deafened for  this winter it really will snow in Minya
L steepmg out onto its 310 circular metres  under our Welike ouricein  five in freestyle and 21 in dance. Josée life by Ravel’s Bolero. Bt when the - I
of sheer white treachery? I may be £3- our drinks, not on oor sidewalks. That's  and Chantal have swept past them all, doldrums come and the dog days with Edited by Inas Mazhar
ul'_
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Clear Cut eyeglasses from SFC

New company established Mot piproll fiaon . ¢ . Dowdoea A
Ch-mI- S, # bl Svw i s : _
HC HOLDING Company for Financial Securities and in-  sgg o mo. S .:;u“ nemhm—— & - e g s EYEGLASSES for pecpie over 40 ame necessaty o mantan

eyasight . Without it, readmg of gven pesiaming avery-
ﬁ%smﬂmummmwm-
ay.andasaresuﬂ.baccmlessahlemmmsu

vestment has been established to manage investment
funds. Hussein Shukri, head of the company, said thatcom- <Y~

8 — e

pany has beer. licensed by the Capital Market Authotity to
provide portfolio management and subscription promotion
and coverage.

it is well known that Morgan Stanley/Dean Witter holds a
30 per cent shiare of HC Co. The American company holds
an investment portfolio of $338 billion, 12 million of which is
in emerging markets.

*m —

clearly as before. .
Ci:grcmnasu'mm:simdlmmesm Chocse e

pernarkels.

NBE: A new concept for its social role

THOUGH the National Bank of Egypt's (NBE) role  As the Bank believes in the significance of creat- It is worth mentioning that the credit granted by
has mainly been economic, no one can deny the out~ ing new job opportunities, to absorb un- NBE to small scale production projects amounted
standing social role it plays through participating in  employment, increase production and accelerate to some LE1 billion, namely, 70 per cent of total
maintaining social security and stabiiity with a view to  economic development, it is keen on extending fi- credit granted by all banks to such projects and 40
safeguarding the process of comprehensive develop- nance and establishing as well as participating in  per cent of the loans granted by banks via the
ment. economic development projects, especially giant SFD. According to recent statistics prepared iast
In light of the Egyplian economy's adoption of ones, such as Toshki, Sinai development and December by the Credit Guarantee Company for
market mechanisms and the increasing role played Sharg Al-Tafriaa projects. Small Scale Enterprises, the company issued guar-
by the private sector in economic deveiopment, This trend comes in line with the Bank’s other fi- antees lor NBE's clients of smalil scale projects and
NBE is adopting a strategy geared towards organ- nance programmes lilted towards supporting small the new graduate physicians' health care pro-
ising specialised training programmes to create a scale .industries so as to create more job op- gramme, representing 45 to 60 per cent of total
new breed [usinessmen. This training focuses on fi- portunities. Since May 1993, NBE signed 24 con- guarantees issued in favour of all banks dealing
nance, ,management and marketing, with a view to tracts with the Social Fund for Development (SFD) with this company. The total number of the relevant
improving and enhancing businessmen’s experience  with a fotal value of LE475 million, 7 of which were  loan beneficiaries amounts to some 29,000 gradu- F &
and performance. NBE will also select, for training signed with the SFD solely at LE370 million, while the  ates and craftsmen.
courses, new businessmen recommended by the other 17 were conciuded with the different NGOs in In fact, NBE is playing a significant role in the field
Bank's Key dlients, heads of the new urban com- addition to the SFD at LE105 niiilion. Those contracts of social services via financing social service utiliies
munities. businessmen’s and investors’ unions. This aimed at re-lending such amounts to targeted cat- as well as organisations and institutions interested in
is regardecl as a preliminary step towards opening egories according to the regulations and conditions social affeirs, health, education and training. More-
new vistas for promising businessmen as well as set by the SFD regarding the appropriate place and over, NBE is always providing the necessary support
broadening participation in giant projects. experience. in cases of national crises.
® &
E r t th h knowledge: IDRC’s mission
mpowerment through knowledge: | _.
THE INTERNATIONAL Development sion is to contribute to davelopment in  IDRC mainly supporls developing coun-  cusing on several key devalopment is- stock production have resulied in soif  Served an imporiant role m bninging to-
Research Centre (IDRC) is 2 public cor-  the developing worid by supporting sci-  iry researchers. In its 28 years of ex-  suesinihe Middle East and North Africa:  degradation and compefiion over gether practitioners from gov_amfnam
poration created by an act of the Ca- entific and tochnical research. Re- istence, IDRC has funded more that — Lland and water resource man- scarce waler resources. This project fol-  and non-govemment ¢fganisations, &
nadian Parliament in 1970, whose mis- sgearch provides the means for ac- 6,000 projects in more than 100 coun-  agement. lows an initial research project whose -academies, donors and husiness -
quiring appropriate  ties. Project proposals are approved by — Small, medium and micro enterprise  aim was to evaiuate the potential pro-  groups 1o share idsas reganding smalt
knowledge. The ca- IDRGC according to: the basis of develop-  development and technology for employ-  duction capacity of the current land use and micro enterprise (SME) develop-
. pacity 10 conduct re-  ment needs, research capacity, stientiic  ment creation. system in a representative watarshed of ment in Egypt. The main objective of
National Bank of Egypt search, is therefore  rigour, polential to use research results, ~ — Peace bullding and reconstruction.  ihe northwest coast of Sgypt, given en- ESMA is to provide an institutional
a necessary condi- the priorities of the govemment in the — Biodiversity conservation. vironmental constraints and population mechanism and forum for the reguiar
A weekly update on the NBE Secunaes Market Index tion for empow- country whene the recipient is located, — Ecosystem impacts on human pressure. it aims at integmting in & sharing of information axperiences and
from 16-23 Apri 1958 emment. IDRC is appiicability beyond the country in which  heaith. praciical and cost-effective manner, 2 research findings among the SME de-
dedicated to creat- the project is carvied out, use of local re- — Urban agriculture. . wide range of formal and informaliy- ve!opmmrmmumyangypr,inwew
ing and enhancing Sources, development of human re- Examples of recent projects supported  gathered, quantitative and qualitative bi- of enhancing the affectiveness of cur-
research capacity in  Sources, and impact on the beneficiary. by IDRC in the Middle East and North A-- ophysical and socioeconomic in- rent and future SME development pro-
developing regions To better address the problems of the  rica: formation to ensure that needs and con-  grammes and activities in Egypt.
in response to developing world, IDRC concentrates its 1- Water Demand Managoment Net- siraints are identifiable and practical = IDRCand the futurs
needs that are de- actions in the following research areas: work Project: The limitation of water re-  solutions adoptable by inhabtants ars ~ The picture of traditional development
termined by the peo- food securily, equity in natural resource  sources in the Middle East and North Al-  generated. : asssslanca changing. As the levei of
pie of those regions.  use, biodiversity, conservation, sustain- rca, and the economic and  3- Egyptian Small and Micro En- foreign assistance spending decreases
The - majority of able employment, stratagies and policies  environmental costs invoived in tapping terprise Assoclation- (ESMA): Over - throughout the world, the coilaborative
The NBE Index has decraased by 3.89 points 1o register IDRC's funding for healthy sociaties and information and  the few ramalining sources, dictale a shit  the last five years, small and micro en- generation and management of research
344,02 paints for the weak ending 23 Aprl 1996 against comes from bilateral communication. The Centre has seven  in water management perspectives from  tarprise (SME)_deveIopment has besn _ and policy programmes is key lo eifective
347.91 forthe week ending 16 Apnl 1995. donors, intamational  regional offices in Asia, Africa and Latin the conventional supply-oriented ap- gaining -attention and resources in and efficient programme defivery to meet
it |argest increases and decreases: organisations, foun- America. With offices around the workd,  proach 1o a demand management sp-- Egypt. This is a result of the central the urgent problems related to global
B Cornpany S Company [ dations and opera- IDRC brings a mulilingual team of more  proach which is based on a broad range  role the informal aconomy plays in sup-  poverly. o
= = ad tional revenues. than 120 respected scientists and man-  of practices and measures: economic in- porting the working poor and its Im-  Recipient instiutions and govemn-
United Housing & a2 Gerneral Company for |-7.1 The Cenire con- agers with broad experience in applied centives and disincentives; regulatory poriance in Job creation. The wide ments now demand equal relationships
Bavelopment oo e Storage 5.8 centrates on applied research and in research management and institutional reforms; improvement of range of funding for small and micro - based on new partnerships and close
Alexandtia Spining | +9.1 :::mcam Gi field research that 1o all projects it underiakes. In addition, traditional water management practices; enterprise initiative has led to an SME  coflaboration. -They _want 0 establish
and Weaving ' fannnding:: =1 promises fo yield re-  projects are supported by a permanent  adoption of water-efficient tachnologies; development community with a diverse  fore connections with experts and to ¥
Baking sults that will benefit  infrastructura of rore than 100 financial,  recycling and recirculation; improved re- set of objectives. As a way 1o shaere the hava . greater pamc:pauon from com- ;
The Aralr Drug Go +7.2 ordinary people, par- technical and administrative staff at -source management skills; and education expariences and views of these differ- munities and recipients. These are the
« Bank - Alexardria a8 ticulaly  research [DRC headquarters and in regional of  and persuasion. The selection of all suit- ent programmes, en Informal net- principles upon which IDRC has besn
- Pharmaceuticals bearing upon the fices. IDRC's support was instumental  able practices and measures will take into  working camp was established in Jan- working for more than & quarter cantury
problems of poverty. in the establishment of regional research  consideralion aconomic efficiency, social  uary 1885, called the Egyptian Smalf — and they mmain the cumersione
networks linldng scientists and  equily and faimess, envionmental sus- and Micro Enterpriss  Assoclation upon which future parmerships will be
research institutions across ng-  tainability, and 'poltical acceptability, (ESMA). Since this ime, ESMA has buit
tions and continents. Strength-  based on sound and solid re- ]
Position Announcement ening and buﬂgiing bcallle“r; sem:nrgh mﬂg:twaﬂm
r ex
REGIONAL PROGRAMME OFFICER o T oeke 1o moot a1
Intemational Development Research Centre (IDRC), Cairo trademark by which IDRC is  quirements of cusrent and fu-
i known intemnationally. ture generations without sac-
Small enterprises and employment The Fegiona: iy or the  Hicing | wiaer e
Candidate will be responsible for the development, adminisiraticn & evaluation of IDRC Middle East and North Africa  ecosystems. This project pro- $ 500 million $100 million issued
(SHE) doveloprmart & miormal secorsmptoymant. e ot oy agement rassarch maork authorized capital -
¢ avel in sector @ At. tabfished in the region as age ress network in orize ital . : -
Quallfigations: a5 1374 in Baint, | Lebanoﬂ the Middle East and North Af- 2P and paid up capital
— Ph.D. orequivient. in |ah r;ﬁ:? sodap::.ienee tﬁscipsﬁlr;e with 5-10 d:ea:'s experience; 1976 this office moved to Cal- nc:;-. Participatory Land and F . l I l - s
— Working experience wi s support programmes/services in developing ro, where it is still located to- i ry e
countries; day. Since its creation, MERO Water In" Dryland Ag- alsa S amlc Ban.k ¢
— Working experience in Middie Eas! or North Africa highly desirable: has been a proactive force for  roPastoral Areas; North- : -
— Proven experience in gender-related aspacts ot SMME davelopment; development in the Middle East west Coast Zone of Egypt f E
— Fluancy in English ang Arabic; French highly dasirable: and North Africa. The office in  (Phase N): The northwest 0 gypt g
— Willingness io travel extensively in the region and elsewhere: Caliro Is the focus for activiies  coastal zone of Egypt ex- . o
— Ability to communicate etiectively in a wide varigty of cultural settings: in Algera, Cyprus, Egypt, Jor- tends 350ian from west of f :
— Ability to work as a member 2 multi-disciplinary leam; dan, Lebanoh, Morocco, Su- Alexandria to the Libyan bor- Pioneer of Isl ic B i
— Ability to provide specialised advice or professional guidance o extemnal contracts; and dan, Syrla, Tunisia, Turkey, the der and houses about o '
— Good analytical and writing skills, with a demonstrated peer review publication record West Bank and Gaza, and 120,000  agro-pastoralists, Banklng II a -
Cuaiifiad persons should send their applications (indluding GV and addresses of three re- Yemen. . Like most l-e.ﬂd regions, | | ' 1
ferees) before 15 May 1998 to: The Regional Director towb':;I:gIDa?g ?gem mm”:sﬁa&nﬁf’gﬂ: 1 C O@Tatuﬁlt&s | E
F.0. Box 14, Orman, Giza, EGYPT perise ard wordwide ex- .fers limited altermatives for »
Fax no. 202-336-7056 perience to the region, IDRC  sustainable increases in ag- M [- . t
has devel particular ex- riculiural roductivity.  In- lﬂjr ; 3
perliseanodpegwn'enuyfo- creasedcur?ivalionandliva— usm 1
P . T : b
— = ot the new year of Hegira | | |
Position Announcement (@) Arab Land Bank (& ] .
REGIONAL PROGRAMME OFFICER Find our banking services at: P 8
International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Cairo Deposits - Credit - Investment i lm
. I i o
Natural Resources Mana_gerr.tent _ (Cairob ™ — ~\ ! -
Candidate will be responsible for the development, administration & evaluation of IDRC Al-Arish: Tel:5753109 - 5753165 Tel :3341! 94“°h334953 1
supported projects & nemworks in the area of land & waler managemeni, with contriby- 28 Juy St - IR1E . L
tons to programming in the areas of urban agriculture, and biodiversity. As Azhar branch Benha branch B A \ .
s o prograr wan: Tel:5911280 - 5916341 Tel:227861 - 227862 : OUr
" _Ph.D. or equivaiant, in natural resource, agricultural of environmental econormics Abtal Al-Tahrir St G bragch - § g : ‘
. With 5-10 years experience; Fluency in English & Arabic: French highly desirable Monsoura: Thamll_m‘a ra Mansoura branch '5
—~ Outstanding research, publications record devetoni s : Gomhouriya St el 17 - 830182 Tel:329965 - 328792 ] l
- - Fieldwork experience with rural communities in F pu?g coun " 3 . . =» Heli lis branc o
— Working expenence in the Middie East or South Affca highly desirable: Cagazig: Sl ol St _ T el:gspzsczss. 25]615486 Mahalabranch 1 }- |, >
- Alility to communicate effectively in a wide variety of cultural sertings: - : Tel:237708 - 231708 2 5 T S
- Willingness 1o lravel exiensively in the region and elsewhere. Tanta: Dokki branch Suez b ) N Teriias pigg,
- Sensiliwy to the importance of gender equily and felaied ssues: TS5 AFGeish St Tel:3027513 - 3027514 m.m'sa‘“‘d“ | iy A TSN
- Ability tp work as a metnber of a multi disciplinary team; and Shoroug . . - 229631 - ¥ -
- Goad analytical and wriling skils. - Under construction. JHTE S Alexandria branch Assint branch it & T Sy
Qualthed persons should send their m.canons (i?cluding CV and addresses ol thres ra- - Tel:4838618 - 4835490 TEI=333739 - 3371 6 ] r 4} - : . : e mua .
laroes) before 15 May 1998 o' The Haesw;‘:‘gmr; o EGYPT Headquarters: 78 Gameat Al-Dawal {1 | Damanhour branch | Sohag branch { I v For Bg
P.0. Box 14, Orman, taiza, - ; . . ) i bran ' =
Fax no. 202-336-7056 Al Arablya St-,-MOhandGSSHT Tel.315388 311888 TMM -324795 _ i . : lNTEm
Increased services - Easy to ~— A \ ; Y, : - -
work with - Save time and money : ' . Tal
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EI-Sayéd Rashd:

Equity

any workers' union participates in a conference,

lations with the Israeli labour federation, the His-

labour laws are unified: but. he cautions, the es-

The captain of the

good ship Enterprise

never forgets the crew
To srudy law and achieve justice: this was always  bov). He has represented the Natonal Democrat-  The privale sector, of course, was none oo where. We are constantly comparing our per- the position of the entire Arab pation. We ace the :f
El-Saved Rashed's dream. It was por his dream  ic Party in the People's Assembly since 1987. thrilled about union action, so the union members  formance at home with developments in trade un-  largest and most powerful federation in the Arab iy
alone: his family had rurtured it evens day. But  Since 1992, he has been deputy speaker of the established their headquarters in shack on a plot  ion activity in other countries.” Conferences, fur- world, and we will never sit at the same whie tE
the dream was foiled when his Thaaawie Ammg People’s Assembly. and is a member of its Bu- of agricultural land in Smouba. Very often, half thermore, allow access o collective experience:  with the Israeli workers® federation umtil all Arab .
grades were below the requirements for admis-  reau. of the members would be arrested on their way “Although each individual must bave his own ex- land has been restored Lo its ightfui axners.” el
sion into the Faculty of Law. Forced ta make 4 Rashed's responsibilities in Cairo separate him  home from a union meeting, after having been perience. acquired through firsi-hand contact and ~ Rashed has never received x state award for his T E
foray into the labour marker he wus appointed 10 trom his family during the week. On weekends. tailed by a secret police agent. It was not all exposure, it is also necessary to learn from the efforts, but this does not bother him. Hiv graatest =&
an administrative job in u spinning and weaving  they are happily reunited in Alexandria. whera he  cloaks and daggers. though: Rashed eventually experience of others. No decision can be lken rewand is “the satisfaction [ derive from de- v
company in Alexandria. Bur his fuscination with  alse meets the members of his constiiency, became vice-chairman of the union committee, by a single individoal: consultation and advice fending workers' rights, or redressing a wrony. A%
the bar had not abated. He decided 1o sit once  hears their demands and helps them achieve their and served as chairman of the Alexandria Federa- must always be solicited.” The leverage thm My reward is to help develop the tradz union Tk
more for the Thanawivi: Amma, and this ime he  goals. The rest of the week finds him in Cairo. at-  tion of Workers' Trade Unions from 1983 10 comes with the job seems not to have gone to his  movement My reward is the satisfaction § derive R
succeeded in entering the faculty, albert as 2n au-  tending 1o his many responsibilities. As GEFTU 1987, head. from hghiing for workers’ rights with board S
ditor, After two vears of faw 1 [955-571 however.  chairman. he has a heavy load to bear. His work- In 1987, Rashed became a full-time wrade un- It must be difficult, though, to reconcile work- members, chairmen and mipisters in ordzr o in- e
he decided that trade union-activism was g better  Ing days start at 7.00am and rarely end before ionist. and was made vice-chairman of GEFTU. ers’ demands with the constant pressure exerted  stituie stable and just principles for the dis- 1eag
career — one. furthermore. which allowed him 10 midnight: this frenzy of actvity includes visits 1o In 1992, he was elected chairman of the Federa- by capital owners, whose comslant atiempts 10 tribution of beneftts,™ He will, however. sit at the o
enter the fray. sleeses rolled up, Dghting for  the Federation. the People’s Assembly. com- tion. a position he occupies to this dav. In addi- push down wages and pump up production are president’s side on 1 May, as he does every vear
workers™ rights and redressing the wrongs in-  panies and ministries. Living without his family  tion to chairing GEFTU, Rashed is the chairman  dictated by their own demon: the profit imper- at the Labour Day celebration: this honour is -i
tlicted by emplovers. This was just as goad us de- i Cairo can be an ordeal. Rents are high and his  of the Egyptian Workers® Bank. He also chairs ative. The situation must be even more severe In  quite enough. _.E
fending the rights of Hiugants in court. il not bet-  resources limited. But such petty banalities are the Workers® Culieral Organisation. ap organ- the context of privatisation: experience elsewhere Rashed himself has actively contributad to the _U:-j
ter. Enough said: he left the musty courmooms  beneath him. He has reated a modest room with  isation with educational and cultural funciions. It  has iended to suggest thai workers' rights are formulation of several laws pertaining o labour. S
for the rough and wmble of ruds vnion activism.  basic facilities in the rest hoose of the Weavers® exercises its educatonal mandate through the among the first to be sacrificed. Not necessarily, notably privatisation laws. He doesa’t oppase the T

Ei-Saved Rashed. chairman of the General Union. built by the late Ahmed Fahim. His lodg- Workers® University, which gramis BA degrees in  asserts Rashed:,“In Egypt. we have the right to  process, although he argues it has been imposed; T
Egypiian Federation of Trads Unions «GEFTU)  ing costs him LE7.50 a night several specialisations. stage strikes provided we do so in accordance stll, he is convinced that the backbone of 2 na- ol
was born in a village near Etay Al-Baroud. in Be-  Rashed’s first job was in quality and pro-  As an active trade unionist, he has participated  with the law. In other words, suikes must be or- tonal economy is jts public sector. He acmits.
heira. The vear was 1933, He attended the village  duction control. Then be discovered that the tech-  in a plethora of international. African and Arab  ganised by a trade union organisaton, refrain  however, that the public sector has not been en- ! -
primary school. then went o Alexandria, where  nical aspects of weaving were far more cifal- conferences. The Arab Labour Federation has from violence and be approved by management tirely successful in fulfilling its objectives. tor T
he attended Al-L‘rwe Al-Widiga  Secondary  lenging than the administrative tasks for which fostered active interest in the exchange of delega-  and labour authorities. or in other words. by pro~  reasons including its failore to study world mar- fl
School. The school’s nume translates as the Firm  he was responsible. He worked different shifts, tions and the discussion of experiences in various  duction and government. The genuine role of a  kets, perform adequate economic feasibility smud- =
Bond — so named afier the newspaper published  his intimacy with the different stages of the Arab countries. He has visited Syria most fre- trade union organisation, which is the proiection ies, and replace and renew facilities and equip- il
by Jamaleddin Al-Afghani. Who's (o say what's  weaving process growing until he was promoted quenily, participaling in trade union activities of workers and their rights, is precisely the role ment. =2
in a name? to department head in 1969. He has none of the there as well. His work has also taken him ro Lib-  we are forging for our organisation: realising our ~ “The privatisation of economic units combined
Having taken said failure to obtain the grades contempt for manual workers so often dem- ya, Irag, Lebanon, Tunisia and Yemen. His trav-  goals through debate and negotiation. Yet the so~  with the state’s commitment to the social well-

for entering the Faculty of Law on the chin. he  onstrated by the liberal professions: on the con- els West took him to England, the US and Swit- cial dimension should not be ignored. We are  being of workers is a formula we have endorsed
instead became an employee of SEIT woday  trary. doctors, lawyers. journalists or construction  zerland, the larter on account of the Federation’s  genuine partners in the economic and production  with all our might. The main consideration. our -
STEA). a company producing luxurv textiles. workers are much the same: ordinary men and membership in the International Labour Organ- processes.” absolnte bottom line. is the security of workers '
Rashed was delegated w the security department  women. suuggling to eam a living. The differ- isation and the endeavours, championed by Swit-  This is the voice of the new labour uniomist: and their families. It is a high priority in com- .
of his company from 1967 to 1975. The security  ence. he says. is the side of the fence one is on: zerland, to unify labour laws. Paradoxicully, cooperation is better leverape than conflict. And  panies which have been turned over to the pri- .
of production units was of paramount importance  “When a worker becomes an employer, he loses however, he does not like travelling, and feels according lo Rashed, it works: union members vate sector.™ . o
after the war, and his appoiniment 10 this sen-  his identity ™ that he is duty-bound to remain at home amid the are being given a stake in the success of business, Rashed has also played an important par in de-
sitive posiion was closely associated with his In 1957, when he was only 22. Rashed joined workers: “A trade unionist perishes far from the “appointed as board members in joint stock and  veloping the law on early retiremens. He was in- -
popularity among the workers. But in 1975, he the SEIT union for administrative employees. workers, just as a fish cannot survive out of wa- holding companies, general assemblies. general swumental in persuading company chairmen to : )
returmed to his former position in production un-  That year marked the beginning of a long and ac-  ter.” authorities, governmental departments and in- pay workers a social insurance sum equivalent to : s
til his appointment as chairman of the General tive career on the trade union front But it was He will readily admit. kowever, that ravel has stimtions. We arc partners in the management, 15 months salary in addition to their end of ser- ; g
Federation of Spinning and Weaving Trade Un-  not the beginning of his career in the strict sense  broadened his horizons. “Ferticipating in inter- planning, execution and monitoring of economic  vice compensation: 2 maxirmum of LE3%5.000 and :
ions in November 1987. He is currently in his of the word. At the time, there were two unions national conferences and learning about the ex- and production entities.™ a minimum of LE]5,600. : o
fourth term of office. He pavs panicular wibute in éach company. one for workers and another periences of ather workers has made a big differ-  Rashed’s assertions of independence are but~-  His law books, then, have not set on a dusty i "
to the pioneers of the trade union movement in  for administrative staff. He and his colleagues ence. When a GEFTU delegation or a group from  tressed by GEFTU's refusal to normalise re-  shelf. They will stand him in good stead if Arab : : ‘

Egypt Anwar Salama. Ahmed Fahim. Abdel-
Latf Boliya., Saad Mobamed Ahmed. Abmed

worked hard to integrate wade union action, so
that each factory could have a single labour or-

it presents a repont to the Federation. Such re-

tadrut. “No Egyptian official ever endeavoured to

tablishment of an Arab common market is the

El-Amawi... Tt ts an illustrious genealogy. ganisation instead of two, which could engage in ports are thoroughly studied by board members persuade us under the pretext that E; was of~ necessary prelude to 1 i i
Today. Rashed lives in Sidi Gaber. Alexandria, internecine conflict instead of joining forces to leam from the experience of others and to ficially at peace with Israel. As gpt i pre o legal unification. -
with his wife and three children (two girls and a  against the bosses. avoid replicating errors made by workers else- workers' federation, we stand in solidarity with Profile by Mahmoud Bakr ‘-
L)
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by Madame Sosostris

Abmed’s parents, Ahmed, Tahjya, Tahiya's parents

We don't play with puzzles ...
... we solve them.

L e s atr————

W April is not the cruelest month — not by far,
especially when someone as gracious as my dear
friend Tahiya Khaled Abdel-Nasser,
granddaughter of President Nasser, chooses this
time of year 1o celebrate her wedding. Whar can 1
tefll you. dears? Tahiya, who joined Al-Ahram
Weekly two years ago, left us for more serious
endeavours, like finishing her master’s at the
American University in Cairg, where she was a
recipient of the prestigious Sasakawa scholarship,
which did not prevent her from saying “I do" at
the right time to Ahmed Sameh Fahmi, sales
manager of Henkel Egypt. The wedding reception,
held at the Aida ballroom of the Marriott Hotel,
was typical Tahiya: elegant and understated, and
animated by the idol of the young generation, Amar
Diab. Th:d Wleek!_\'. ngfdless to say, was well
represented. 1 personally spotted Managing Editor
Hani Shukraliah, Assislal::‘: Chief deagtlo:gMona
Anis and Sports Editor inas Mazhar.There may
have been more of them on the dance floor, but I
did not venture there, seeing that the DJ did not
seem equipped to play my favourite version of the
Lambeth Walk.

You can't read a book when it's close to you...
the right distance allows you to read.
You don't reach the complete solution following just one path
- & broad vision helps you to decide.
At EGB, we have that vision , for all your business puzzles.
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